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Dear  Jerry. 

□YES!  I  want  to  help  the  Moral  Majority 
defeat  the  efforts  of  militant  gays  to  normalize 
homosexuality  and  help  support  the  other  national 
programs  of  the  organization. 


ENCLOSED  TODAY: 


BECAUSE  THE  MORAL  MAJORITY  IS  A  NON-PROFIT  LOBBYING  ORGANIZATION 
GIFTS  TO  IT  ARE  NOT  TAX  DEDUCTIBLE 

MAKE  YOUR  CHECK  PAYABLE  TO:  MORAL  MAJORITY,  INC. 


PLEASE  RETURN 
ENTIRE  SHEET 


Moral  Majority, 

V.  O.  Box  190 
FovmI.  VA  24551 


The  national  organization  of  Jerry  Fal well’s  Moral  Majority  denies 
knowledge  of  the  San  Francisco  campaign  —  but  they  too  are  raising 
funds  to  ’’defeat  the  efforts  of  militant  gays.” 

F  undamentalists 
Declare  Campaign 

Against  SF  Gays 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  coali¬ 
tion  of  fundamentalist  groups  says 
it  is  launching  a  $3  million  media 
campaign  to  eradicate  homosex¬ 
uality  from  this  city,  widely 
regarded  as  the  “Gay  Mecca.” 

The  Associated  Press  reports 
that  the  coalition  plans  to  buy 
advertisements  to  build  anti-gay 
feeling  in  the  community  here  and 
“to  attempt  to  persuade  homo¬ 
sexuals  to  give  up  their  lifestyle.” 

“I  agree  with  capital  punish¬ 
ment,  and  I  believe  that  homosex¬ 
uality  is  one  of  those  that  could  be 
coupled  with  murder  and  other 
sins,”  said  Dean  Wycoff,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Santa  Clara 
Moral  Majority,  one  of  the  groups 
involved  in  the  campaign. 

Wycoff  called  San  Francisco 
“the  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  of  the 
United  States  and  the  armpit  of 
this  perverted  movement.” 

But  lesbians  and  gay  men  here 
say  that  they’re  confident  the 
city’s  lesbian  and  gay  community 
can  withstand  the  campaign 
against  them. 

“It’s  going  to  pull  us  together 
like  nothing  before,”  police 
commissioner  Jo  Daly,  a  lesbian, 
told  AP.  “I  don’t  know  why  it  is, 
but  a  common  threat  brings  people 
together  and  makes  them 
stronger.” 

Rev.  Richard  Zone,  whose  In 
God  We  Trust,  Inc.,  group  is 
spearheading  the  campaign,  said 
that  San  Francisco  was  picked  for 
the  campaign  because  if  the  funda¬ 
mentalists  succeed  here,  “that  will 
change  every  major  city  in  the 
country  that  has  a  problem.” 

“We’re  going  to  march  through 
this  territory  from  one  end  to  the 
other.  ...”  Zone  said. 

But  Harry  Britt,  an  openly-gay 
city  supervisor,  said,  “If  they 


think  they  have  a  chance  in  San 
Francisco,  they  don’t  know  this 
town.” 

The  coalition  has  announced  no 
legislative  program,  either  to  make 
homosexual  acts  illegal  or  to  repeal 
existing  anti-discrimination  laws. 
But  organizers  say  they  will  watch 
legislators  in  Sacramento,  the 
state’s  capital,  for  any  legislation 
they  feel  “favors”  lesbians  and 
gay  men. 

State  Assemblymember  Art  Ag- 
nos  (D-San  Francisco)  has  already 
filed  an  anti-discrimination  bill 
with  the  state  assembly.  That  bill, 
AB1,  has  been  referred  to  commit¬ 
tee.  The  bill  failed  to  pass  the 
assembly  during  the  last  legislative 
session.  It  was  not  known  at  press 
time  whether  the  coalition  planned 
to  campaign  against  AB1. 

Last  year,  Wycoff’s  chapter  of 
Moral  Majority  was  one  of  the 
groups  which  spearheaded  a  drive 
to  repeal  lesbian  and  gay  civil 
rights  ordinances  in  San  Jose  and 
Santa  Clara  County,  close  to  San 
Francisco.  That  drive  succeeded; 
the  ordinances  were  rejected  by 
voters  by  a  2-1  vote  (see  GCN,  Vol. 
7,  No.  46). 

Officials  of  the  national  Moral 
Majority  in  Lynchburg,  Va.,  told 
AP  they  knew  nothing  about  the 
San  Francisco  movement,  but  said 
that  the  organization  is  opposed  to 
recognizing  lesbians  and  gay  men 
as  members  of  a  minority  group. 

“We  love  homosexuals  as  per¬ 
sons,”  vice  president  Cal  Thomas 
told  AP.  “What  we  resist  is  the 
attempt  to  incorporate  their 
chosen  lifestyle  under  the  heading 
of  a  minority  group.” 

Thomas  said  each  chapter  of  the 
Moral  Majority  “sets  its  agenda, 
raises  its  own  funds,  and  fights  its 
own  battles.” 
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3000  March  In  Toronto 
To  Protest  Police  Raids 


Compiled  by  Joanne  Brown 

TORONTO,  ONTARIO  — 
Three  thousand  angry  demon¬ 
strators  took  to  the  streets  last 
Friday  at  midnight  to  protest 
police  raids  on  four  gay  baths 
Thursday  night  in  which  273  men 
were  arrested. 

Protesters  literally  emptied  out 
of  Toronto  gay  bars  Friday  night 
to  attend  a  rally  organized  in  less 
than  18  hours  by  a  collection  of 
activists  from  The  Body  Politic, 
the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario  (CGRO),  and  other 
groups.  The  activists  leafletted 
bars  with  news  of  the  protest  and 
announcements  were  made  in  the 
local  news  media. 

The  bars  raided  were  the  Club 
Baths,  The  Romans  II,  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Street  Health  Emporium, 
and  the  Barracks,  which  was  raid¬ 
ed  two  years  ago. 

Sergeant  Hudson  of  Division  52 
of  the  Toronto  Metropolitan 
Police  told  GCN  the  raids  were  the 
result  of  a  six-month  investigation 
of  prostitution  and  “indecent 
acts”  suspected  of  going  on  in  the 
baths. 

Sources  say  three  of  the  baths 
reopened  Friday  night. 

Chris  Bearchell,  a  lesbian 
activist  who  spoke  at  the  rally,  said 
that  the  rally  was  not  only  in 
protest  of  the  raids  but  the  way 
they  were  conducted.  “The  police 
went  in  with  crowbars  and 
sledgehammers,  smashing  win¬ 
dows  and  breaking  furniture. 
Local  TV  news  reports  showed 
gaping  holes  in  the  walls,  broken 
doors  and  a  lot  of  broken  glass. 

“One  guy  told  me  he  heard  the 
cops  answer  the  bar  phone  and 
say,  ‘Yeah,  it’s  a  busy  night,  come 
on  down.’  Two  other  guys  said 
they  had  just  opened  the  front 
door  when  they  were  grabbed 
pulled  inside  and  arrested.  I  heard 
reports  that  one  guy  got  sick  and 
the  police  roughed  him  up  because 
they  thought  he  was  faking,  and 
that  some  people  weren’t  allowed 
to  put  their  clothes  on  for  a  long 
time.  “The  police  acted  like  hool¬ 
igans.” 

After  hearing  speakers  Peter 
Maloney,  Jim  Monk,  Chris 
Bearchell  and  Reverend  Brent 
Hawkes,  protesters  moved  from 
the  Yonge  and  Wellesley  intersec¬ 
tion  and  marched  to  Division  52, 
blowing  on  plastic  whistles  and 
shouting  “Stop  the  cops!” 

“When  we  left  Yonge  street  the 
cops  blocked  the  march  with 
police  cars.  The  Crowd  would  not 
be  stopped,  and  busted  Windows 
on  the  cars  and  moved  on  through. 
Billy  clubs  were  out  and  the  police 
were  roughing  up  a  lot  of  people,” 
said  Bearchell. 

At  Division  52  demonstrators 
were  greeted  by  a  wall  of  police¬ 
men  surrounding  the  building. 
“Resign,  resign,  resign,”  march 
participants  chanted,  while  others 
shouted  “Sieg  Heil”  and  raised 
their  arms  in  mock  Nazi  salutes. 

Hecklers  started  to  gather,  in¬ 
cluding  a  gang  of  20  teenagers  that 
tried  to  stop  the  protestors  from 
getting  to  the  police  station  and 
taunted  “No  more  queers,  no 
more  queers,”  in  response  to 
shouts  form  the  crowd  of  “No 
more  cops,  no  more  cops.” 

Protestors  were  throwing 
bottles,  spray-painting,  and 
setting  fires,  and  one  police  car 
was  damage  when  it  was  flipped 
over. 

“We  saw  that  the  cops  were 
itching  to  break  heads  and  people 
were  angry  enough  to  make  it  a 
potential  bloodbath.  So  the 
organizers  decided  to  move  away 


from  Division  52  and  we  marched 
to  Queen’s  Park  (the  provincial 
legislature).  By  then  there  were  a 
lot  of  straights  trying  to  disrupt, 
and  the  march  fell  into  disorder. 
People  started  to  charge  on 
Queen’s  Park,  running  past  the 
marshals  and  pounding  on  the 
doors.  When  the  marshals  finally 
got  people  to  be  orderly,  the  cops 
charged,  and  there  were  some 
bloodied  heads,”  Bearchell  said. 

At  Queen’s  Park  the  march 
started  to  disperse,  and  organizers 
took  the  loudspeakers  asking 
people  not  to  leave  in  small  groups 
since  there  were  so  many 
heterosexual  hecklers  around.  The 
march  moved  back  towards  Yonge 
street. 

“By  then  there  were  more 
straights  than  gays  in  the  crowd. 
The  cops  were  beating  on  anybody 
that  made  a  move.  One  guy  was 
dragged  into  a  doorway  and  all 
five  cops  used  their  sticks  on  him 


By  Philip  Shehadi 

NEW  YORK  —  Roughly  40  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  picketed  the 
Manhattan  bar  Circles  February  6 
to  protest  its  alleged  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  blacks.  The  picket 
ended  quietly  after  an  hour  when 
the  bar’s  manger,  Anthony  Papa- 
tonis,  agreed  to  meet  all  of  the 
demonstrators’  demands. 

Protestors  gathered  at  the 
Citicorp  building  and  marched  to 
the  recently-opened  bar  on  54th 
street,  with  signs  reading  “Don’t 
Support  Racism,  Stay  Out  of 
Circles”  and  “Smash  Gay  Bar 
Racism.” 

The  group  filled  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  the  bar’s  entrance, 
succeeding  in  turning  away 
numerous  prospective  customers. 

“We’ve  turned  away  about  a 
dozen  people,”  Lidell  Jackson  of 
Black  and  White  Men  Together, 


Compiled  by  Michael  Glover 

NORFOLK,  VA  —  The  local 
lesbian/gay  newspaper,  Our  Own, 
has  dropped  its  suit  against  the  city 
of  Virginia  Beach,  claiming  the 
newspaper’s  legal  action  has 
forced  the  neighboring  city  to  con¬ 
cede  much  of  what  the  newspaper 
was  seeking. 

The  Unitarian-Universalist  Gay 
Community  (UUGC),  publisher  of 
the  10-14  page  monthly,  was  suing 
to  regain  the  right  to  distribute 
Our  Own  in  the  Virginia  Beach 
public  libraries  (see  GCN  Vol.  8, 
No.  11). 

Previously,  25-100  copies  of  the 
free  newspaper,  along  with  other 
community  groups’  publications 
and  brochures,  were  available  in 
branch  libraries  for  the  patrons  to 
take  and  keep  —  in  accordance 
with  the  library  board’s  liberal  free 
distribution  policy. 

After  intense  pressure  by  reli¬ 
gious  fundamentalists,  City  Man¬ 
ager  George  L.  Hanbury  ordered 
Our  Own  banned  entirely  from  the 
libraries  in  March,  1980.  The  li¬ 
brary  board  then  conducted  a 


—  I  think  he  was  straight.  Consid¬ 
ering  the  police  brutality  and  how 
angry  everyone  was,  it’s  amazing 
there  wasn’t  more  violence,” 
Bearchell  said. 

The  march  ended  at  3  a.m.  Sat¬ 
urday  morning.  Sgt.  Hudson  told 
GCN  that  two  charges  were  laid 
for  assualt  on  policemen. 

Peter  Maloney  said  that  there  is 
a  meeting  planned  for  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  to  discuss 
what  to  do  about  the  raids;  and  an 
attempt  to  crash  the  police 
commission  meeting  on  Feb.  12 
was  also  planned. 

Although  no  women  were  in¬ 
volved  in  the  raids,  a  large  number 
of  lesbians  turned  out  for  the 
protest.  “At  the  Fly  By  Night 
(women’s  bar)  the  manager  got  up 
and  said  she  was  taking  a  break 
and  was  no  longer  manager  so  she 
could  tell  us  about  this  rally  that 
was  going  on.  Some  of  the  bars 
Continued  on  page  7 


an  anti-racist  group  that  organized 
the  picket,  told  GCN.  “The 
morale  is  very  high  here.  There 
was  a  large  turnout  from  our 
group,  as  well  as  from  Salsa  Soul 
[a  Third  World  lesbian  group]  and 
the  Workers  World  Party.” 

Passers-by  and  occupants  of 
passing  cars  also  expressed  sympa¬ 
thetic  interest,  he  added. 

Black  and  White  Men  Together 
(BWMT)  called  for  the  demon¬ 
stration  after  conducting  its  own 
investigation  of  Circles’  door 
policy.  Responding  to  complaints, 
the  group’s  ‘political  action 
committee  sent  two  black  couples 
and  two  white  couples  into  the  bar 
at  different  times  of  the  night  of 
January  23. 

The  two  white  couples,  accord¬ 
ing  to  BWMT,  were  welcomed  to 
the  bar  and  invited  to  sign  a 
Continued  on  page  7 


public  hearing  on  the  paper’s  fate, 
held  in  the  Virginia  Beach  Dome, 
then  the  largest  auditorium  in  the 
city.  Area  Christian  schools  and 
churches  sent  busloads  to  the  hear¬ 
ing  (see  GCN  Vol.  7,  No.  40). 

The  library  board  decided  to 
compromise  —  one  copy  of  Our 
Own  would  remain  in  each  branch 
library,  but  free  distribution  was 
stopped  (see  GCN  Vol.  7,  No.  48). 

Although  the  distribution  rights 
were  not  restored,  in  withdrawing 
the  suit  the  UUGC  pointed  to  what 
it  called  two  major  concessions 
made  by  the  city  in  its  arguments: 
one,  the  right  of  a  single  copy  of 
Our  Own  to  remain  as  part  of  the 
library’s  collection,  and  two, 
“that  all  future  policy  changes  in 
the  library  will  be  made  without  re¬ 
gard  to  content,  so  that  gay  publi¬ 
cations  will  be  accepted  under  the 
same  terms  that  apply  to  nongay 
publications.” 

The  UUGC  called  these  conces¬ 
sions  “a  major  victory.” 

Assistant  City  Attorney  R.J. 
Nutter  denied  any  change  in 
Continued  on  page  6 


NY  Bar  Changes 
‘Racist’  Policy 
After  Picket 


Our  Own  Drops 
Ya.  Beach  Suit 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“It’s  too  bad  the  showers  weren’t  hooked  up  for 
gas  instead  of  water.” 

—  Unidentified  police  officer  to  a  group  of  men 
found  in  a  shower  room  during  the  raids  on  four 
Toronto  baths.  Quoted  by  Rev.  Brent  Hawkes,  pastor 
of  the  Toronto  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  in 
the  Toronto  Star,  February  7,  1981. 


youth  center  in  need 

BOSTON  —  BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth)  is  in  desperate  need  of  furniture  and 
materials  for  their  youth  center.  They  are  looking  for 
donations  of  chairs,  sofas,  tables,  desks,  office 
materials,  or  anything  useful  for  their  new  space.  If 
you  have  something  you  can  donate,  or  would  like 
more  information  on  how  you  can  help  out  this  vital 
part  of  the  gay  community,  please  write  BAGLY,  Box 
10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108,  or  call  (617) 
338-9472  between  5-8pm  Mon-Fri. 


eight  years  in  prison 

NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA  —  Spec.  5  Nancy  Jean 
Varraso  was  sentenced  to  eight  years  in  prison  on  a 
charge  of  second-degree  murder,  by  an  Army  jury  at 
Fort  Eustis  composed  of  four  officers  and  three 
enlisted  personnel.  The  verdict  represented  a  reduc¬ 
tion  from  the  prosecution’s  original  charge  of  first- 
degree  murder  in  a  case  which  hinged  on  Varraso’s 
admission  of  having  assisted  her  lover,  Spec.  4  Becky 
Smith,  in  hanging  herself  in  a  wooded  area  of  Fort 
Story,  VA  where  the  two  women  were  stationed. 

Press  Interest  in  the  case  has  centered  around 
two  factors:  that  Varraso  is  the  first  woman  to  face 
court  martial  on  a  murder  charge  since  the  Korean 
War,  and  that  the  prosecution’s  case  for  the  first- 
degree  charge  rested  largely  on  the  establishment  of 
a  love  triangle  between  Varraso,  Smith  and  Pfc. 
Tammy  Meza-Luna,  another  woman  stationed  at  Ft. 
Story. 


nambla’s  in 

BRIDGEWATER,  MA  —  Officials  at  the  Bridge- 
water  Prison  have  reversed  an  earlier  decision  ban¬ 
ning  visits  to  “sexually  dangerous”  inmates  from 
members  of  the  North  American  Man/ Boy  Love  Asso¬ 
ciation  (NAMBLA),  but  NAMBLA  periodicals  are  still 
not  permitted. 

NAMBLA  member  Tom  Reeves  told  GCN  that 
Theoharis  Seghorn,  Director  of  Therapy  at  Bridge- 
water,  informed  him  in  early  February  that  because 
the  legal  defense  of  inmate  Richard  Peluso  neces¬ 
sitated  contact  with  NAMBLA,  visits  would  be  per¬ 
mitted  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  21).  Peluso’s  attorney  had 
notified  officials  earlier  that  he  would  seek  an  injunc¬ 
tion  if  the  ban  was  not  lifted. 

“So  we  won,”  Reeves  said.  “It’s  a  small  victory. 
I’m  sure  that  the  men  down  there  will  certainly  feel 
that  it’s  a  victory.” 

One  of  the  difficulties  in  dealing  with  Bridge- 
water  officials,  Reeves  said,  results  from  the  fact  that 
both  the  Department  of  Mental  Health  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Corrections  have  jurisdiction  there. 

Reeves  said  there  are  plans  to  take  legal  action  to 
have  NAMBLA  periodicals  permitted  in  the  prison. 


bruce  puce  is  back 

MEMPHIS  —  Ron  Jordan,  who  was  fired  last  year 
from  a  radio  station  here  after  protests  over  his  anti¬ 
gay  “Bruce  Puce”  characterization,  has  resurfaced  on 
another  local  station— with  the  same  characteriza¬ 
tion. 

According  to  Memphis’s  GAzE,  Jordan  was  fired 
from  FM-100  because  of  “a  disagreement  with  man¬ 
agement  decisions”  following  numerous  protests  of 
his  anti-gay  characterizations  by  the  Memphis  Gay 
Coalition  and  of  other  offensive  characterizations  by 
other  local  groups. 

The  Memphis  Gay  Coalition  had  aired  a  rebuttal 
to  Jordan’s  “Bruce  Puce”  shortly  before  his  firing. 
After  the  rebuttal  was  aired,  Jordan’s  characteriza¬ 
tions  became  more  rather  than  less  offensive,  accord¬ 
ing  to  GAzE. 

Numerous  complaints  have  already  been  voiced 
to  Jordan’s  new  station,  WLVS,  about  Jordan’s  char¬ 
acterizations.  Additionally,  station  WWEE,  a  “sister” 
station  to  WLVS,  aired  on  the  Chip  Bramlett  show 
some  tapes  of  Jordan’s  “Puce”  characterizations, 
allegedly  as  an  attempt  to  show  “the  humor”  in  them. 
Bramlett  reportedly  responded  to  a  protest  by  one  gay 
caller  by  saying  “I  was  just  trying  to  have  a  little  clean 
fun.” 


defending  stupidity  to  the  death 

ANNAPOLIS,  MD  —  Fifteen  women  denied  em¬ 
ployment  with  the  Baltimore  police  department  be¬ 
cause  of  discriminatory  height  and  weight  require¬ 
ments  were  awarded  $205,000  in  damages  by  the  state 
Board  of  Public  Works. 

The  Baltimore  Sun  reports  that  the  award  was 
only  a  partial  payment  resulting  from  a  seven-year-old 
discrimination  suit  filed  in  federal  court  against  city 
Police  Commissioner  Donald  D.  Pomerleau  and  other 
officials. 

Stephen  B.  Caplis,  an  assistant  attorney  general, 
told  the  Sun  that  the  total  damages  paid  by  the  state 
in  the  case  will  be  about  $500,000  if  Judge  Frank  A. 
Kaufman  decides  to  waive  interest  on  the  damage 
awards. 

Caplis  also  said  that  a  second  part  of  the  suit, 
challenging  the  fairness  of  certain  police  personnel 
tests,  could  cost  the  city  of  Baltimore  another 
$400,000  in  damages  —  not  including  the  interest. 

Caplis  told  the  public  works  board,  which  con¬ 
sists  of  the  governor,  state  comptroller,  and  treasurer, 
that  the  state  was  “paying  a  judgment  which  probably 
shouldn’t  have  been  made.” 

Instead  of  taking  corrective  action  when  the  dis¬ 
crimination  suit  was  filed  in  1973,  Caplis  said,  “we 
decided  to  dig  our  heels  in  and  defend  to  the  death  our 
right  not  to  hire  people  shorter  than  5  feet  7  inches  tall 
and  weighing  less  than  147  pounds.” 

Caplis  also  had  harsh  words  for  Pomerleau,  say¬ 
ing,  “On  two  different  occasions,  Commissioner 
Pomerleau  testified  that  he  instituted  these  require¬ 
ments  to  protect  little  balls  of  fluff,  which  is  his  term 
for  women  or  may  be  the  official  police  terminology 
by  now.” 


combating  male  rape 

CHICAGO  —  Acting  in  response  to  several 
recent  reports  of  same-sex  male  rape  on  this  city’s 
Near  North  Side,  18th  District  Police  Commander  Mi¬ 
chael  J.  O’Donnell  has  ordered  a  special  detail  to 
watch  for  vehicles  and  suspects  that  fit  the  descrip¬ 
tion  given  by  rape  victims. 

O’Donnell  told  Chicago’s  GayLife  that  he  ap¬ 
pointed  a  two-man  detail,  which  is  also  working  con¬ 
currently  on  a  number  of  other  crime  problems,  as 
soon  as  he  was  made  aware  of  the  attacks  and  the  al¬ 
legedly  homophobic  response  of  18th  District  offi¬ 
cers. 

One  of  the  victims  told  GayLife  that  when  he  told 
an  unidentified  18th  District  police  officer  that  he  had 
been  at  the  Haig,  a  gay  bar,  just  prior  to  being  sexually 
assaulted,  the  officer  responded,  “Aren’t  you  used  to 
this  sort  of  thing?”  “After  the  officer’s  comment,  I 
didn’t  feel  it  would  do  any  good  [to  file  a  report],”  the 
victim  told  the  paper. 

O’Donnell  said  that  he  “wants  to  know”  if  any 
person  feels  mistreated  by  an  18th  District  officer.  He 
advised  complainants  to  note  the  beat  tag  number  on 
top  of  any  offending  officer’s  police  car  or  the  number 
on  the  body  of  the  car  to  help  district  officials  get  to 
“the  core  of  the  problem.” 

The  heads  of  Chicago’s  gay  medical  clinic  and 
major  gay  social  service  agency  are  holding  prelimin¬ 
ary  discussions  on  developing  a  program  to  provide 
medical  and  psychological  assistance  to  gay  victims 
of  rape  and  assault. 

The  highlight  of  the  program  would  be  a  24-hour 
crisis  line,  says  Harley  McMillan,  executive  director  of 
the  Howard  Brown  Memorial  Clinic,  and  Joe  Lundy, 
chair  of  Gay  Horizons,  Inc. 

In  Philadelphia,  meanwhile,  the  police  depart¬ 
ment  has  established  a  new  Sex  Crimes  Unit,  aimed  at 
investigating  rape  and  other  sex  offenses,  including 
same-sex  rape. 

Lt.  Jack  Lyons,  head  of  the  new  unit,  told  the  Phil¬ 
adelphia  Gay  News  that  the  60  officers  assigned  to 
the  unit,  including  some  20  women  officers,  have  had 
special  training  in  dealing  with  rape  cases. 

The  unit’s  jurisdiction  includes  the  entire  city, 
including  the  prisons,  where  most  same-sex  rape 
occurs.  It  replaces  local  rape  investigation  work  in 
each  police  district  in  order  to  provide  more  sensitive 
handling  of  such  cases. 


suicide 

TYSON’S  CORNER,  VA  —  A  38-year-old  civilian 
employee  of  the  Army  who  was  arrested  on  charges 
of  engaging  in  a  sexual  act  in  the  men’s  room  of  a 
department  store  here  committed  suicide  May  7  after 
learning  he  would  have  to  stand  trial  on  charges  of 
sodomy. 

James  Lowe,  the  Alexandria,  VA  lawyer  who  was 
to  have  represented  the  suicide  victim,  William 
Oliver,  charged  that  Fairfax  county  prosecutors  “all 
but  turned  on  the  gas”  that  killed  Oliver,  according  to 
the  Washington  Post  of  May  16.  The  decision  by 
County  Commonwealth  Attorney  Robert  Horan  to 
prosecute  under  Virginia’s  strict  sodomy  law  rather 
than  allow'plea  bargaining'. tola|lesserteharge  such  as 
disorderly  conduct  constituted  a  change  from 
previous  policy  in  Fairfax  and  was  probably  the  factor 
that  caused  the  suicide,  Lowe  said. 


black  persuasion 

BOSTON  —  In  celebration  of  Black  History 
Month,  Boogooloo  Productions  is  presenting  "Col¬ 
lections:  An  Evening  of  Black  Persuasion.”  Local 
black  musicians,  writers,  and  stage  artists  will  be 
featured,  including  Stephanie  Byrd  and  Hermanas; 
Me  Gusta  (Liz  Coleman  on  congas  and  Nancy  Lorenzo 
Green  on  flute);  Bill  Powell;  Vickeye  D.  Robinson; 
Robin  G.  White;  Ed  Williams;  and  more. 

The  event  will  take  place  on  Friday,  February  20, 
at  7:30  p.m.  sharp,  at  the  Blackstone  Square  Com¬ 
munity  School,  50  West  Brookline  Street  in  the  South 
End,  near  the  Orange  Line’s  Northampton  station. 
Admission  will  be  $3  (“support  your  local  artists,”  say 
the  organizers).  Food  and  drink  will  be  sold. 


racist,  bigoted,  and  prejudiced 

PHOENIX,  AZ  —  Arizona  State  Representative 
James  Ratliff  has  apologized  on  the  House  floor  for 
saying  that  he  favored  abortions  only  if  “a  young 
white  girl  was  raped  by  a  black.” 

The  Republican  legislator’s  comments  were 
made  in  a  radio  interview  after  the  House  approved  a 
resolution  calling  for  a  constitutional  convention  to 
pass  an  amendment  banning  abortions  (see  GCN  Vol. 
8,  No.  28). 

Majority  Leader  Burton  Barr,  a  Republican,  and 
Minority  Leader  Art  Hamilton,  who  is  black,  had 
expressed  dismay  at  the  remarks,  according  to  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle. 

Ratliff  addressed  his  apology  to  his  fellow  legis¬ 
lators,  to  the  citizens  of  Arizona  and  “especially  the 
black  community,”  and  says  he  now  realizes  that  the 
remarks  were  bigoted. 

“We  in  the  Legislature,  during  heated  debates 
and  discussions  on  emotional  issues,  make  state¬ 
ments  that  we  regret,  and  I  find  myself  in  that  position 
today,”  he  said. 

"I  rise  to  apologize  to  each  and  every  one  whom  I 
have  offended  with  my  calious  and  insensitive  re¬ 
marks  of  last  week  and  ask  for  your  forgiveness. 
Those  remarks  are  not  at  all  reflective  of  my  true 
feelings. 

“I  fully  understand  that  those  remarks,  when 
looked  at  in  their  totality,  are  racist,  bigoted  and 
prejudiced  and  have  no  place  in  our  society.” 


upcoming  conferences 

Boston’s  Rape  Action  Project  will  sponsor  a 
conference  on  compensation  for  women  who  have 
been  raped,  on  February  28  from  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  in 
Cambridge  City  Hall,  795  Massachusetts  Ave.  in  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Suggested  donation  is  $3.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  or  write  Rape  Action  Project,  Box  94, 
Brighton,  MA  (617)  782-7685  . . .  The  Association  for 
Women  in  Psychology  is  holding  its  eighth  annual 
National  Conference  on  Feminist  Psychology  at  Bos¬ 
ton’s  Park  Plaza  Hotel  March  5-8.  Registration  fees 
are  $25  for  AWP  members  and  $35  for  non-AWP 
members  (limited-means  fees  are  $7  for  AWP  mem¬ 
bers  and  $12  for  non-AWP  members).  A  number  of 
workshops  of  interest  to  lesbians  will  be  presented. 
For  more  information,  write  AWP  Program  Com¬ 
mittee,  c/o  Psychology  Department,  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity,  Boston,  MA  02215,  or  call  (617)  353-2590  between 
9  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  to  leave  a  message,  name  and 
address  . . .  The  National  Conference  on  Law  and  the 
Fight  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  will  take  place  in 
Pittsburgh,  PA  March  13-15.  Information  concerning 
registration  and  tax-deductible  contributions  is 
available  from  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Law  Caucus,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pittsburgh  School  of  Law,  Forbes  Ave.,  Pit¬ 
tsburgh,  PA  15260  ...  A  Wimmin’s  Spirituality 
Conference  entitled  “Wise  Wimmin  Surviving:  a 
gathering  of  nymphs,  maidens,  and  crones,”  is  being 
planned  for  the  weekend  of  March  20-22  (the  spring 
equinox)  in  Cincinnati,  OH.  Organizers  are  looking  for 
workshop  leaders,  ideas  and  suggestions;  write  them 
at  Wise  Wimmin,  c/o  L.A.B.,  P.O.  Box  1485,  Cincinnati, 
OH  45201,  including  a  self-addressed,  stamped  enve¬ 
lope;  or  call  (513)  751-4479 . . .  “Conference ’81:  Vive  la 
Difference!”,  the  sixth  Southeastern  Conference  of 
Lesbians  and  Gay  Men,  will  be  hosted  by  the 
Louisiana  State  University  (LSU)’s  Students  for  Gay 
Awareness  on  the  LSU  campus  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  April  10-12,  1981.  Persons  interested  in 
sponsoring  workshops,  selling  arts  and  crafts  or 
commercial  merchandise,  or  attending  should 
contact  the  conference  organizers,  P.O.  Box  16031, 
University  Station,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70893  . . . 
“Reweaving  Masculinity,”  the  seventh  National  Con¬ 
ference  on  Men  and  Masculinity,  will  be  held  at  Tufts 
University  in  Medford,  MA,  June  12-16.  Conference 
planners  are  looking  for  organizers  to  work  with  them 
in  Boston  and  throughout  the  country,  workshop 
leaders,  and  “at  least  500  sharing  and  caring 
people!!!”  Contact  them  at  P.O.  Box  338,  West  Som¬ 
erville,  MA  02144. 

GCN  will  list  your  lesbian  and  gay-related 
conference;  send  information  to  Conferences,  c/o 
GCN. 
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Harvard  Committee  Passes 
Non-Discrimination  Policy 
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Mississippi  Rep.  Jon  Hinson  leaves  Superior  Court  after  his  arraignment 
February  5  on  charges  of  attempted  sodomy.  Trial  is  set  for  May  4. 

News  Analysis 

Two  Strikes, 
Hinson’s  Out 


By  David  Morris 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  An  ad¬ 
visory  committe  at  Harvard  Col¬ 
lege  voted  overwhelmingly  on 
Monday,  February  9  to  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  school  add  to  its 
admission  policy  a  provision 
banning  discrimination  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

The  Committee  on  Houses  and 
Undergraduate  Life  (CHUL) 
voted  23  to  five  in  favor  of  a 
motion  by  CHUL  member  Mich¬ 
ael  Colantuono  that  CHUL 
recommend  the  school  “adopt  a 
non-discrimination  policy  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation  similar 
to  its  non-discrimination  policies 
concerning  race,  sex,  creed  and 
national  origin.” 

CHUL,  whose  decisions  are  not 
binding  on  the  university 
administration,  consists  of  deans, 
“masters,”  and  elected  student 
representatives  of  “houses.” 
“Masters”  are  professors  who 
supervise  the  ’‘houses”  to  which 
Harvard  undergraduates  are  as¬ 
signed. 

If  approved  by  a  council  of 
faculty  members,  the  measure 
would  give  Harvard  University’s 
undergraduate  College  the  same 
admission  policy  as  all  its  graduate 
divisions  except  the  business 
school.  Those  divisions  already 
prohibit  discrimination  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

“It’s  about  time  the  university 
was  responding  to  the  urgent  needs 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  The  first  step  in 
this  year’s  effort  to  provide  job 
protection  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  was  taken  on  February  9 
when  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Service  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  legislature  heard  testimony  in 
favor  of  a  bill  “defining  the  right 
to  work  on  an  equal  basis  in  public 
employment.” 

House  Bill  4134  and  its  compan¬ 
ion  Senate  Bill  1217  would  make  it 
illegal  to  fire,  to  refuse  to  hire  or  to 
discriminate  in  promoting  public 
service  employees  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation. 

It  is  the  same  legislation  that, 
together  with  a  broader  bill  that  in¬ 
cludes  private  sector  jobs,  has 
been  introduced  annually  in  the 
Massachusetts  legislature  for  the 
past  eight  years.  Last  year  the 
public  service  bill  came  within 
three  votes  of  passing. 

As  in  past  years,  the  chief  lob¬ 
bying  group  for  the  bill  is  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Gay  Political  Caucus 
(MGPC).  MGPC  president  Steve 
Tierney  told  the  committee,  “The 


Compiled  by  Chris  Guilfoy 
WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Ap¬ 
proximately  3,500  women  con¬ 
verged  on  Capitol  Hill  February  4 
as  part  of  “Women’s  Rights  Day 
in  Congress”  to  lobby,  rally  and 
testify  before  Congress  for  equal 
rights,  reproductive  rights  and 
economic  rights. 

The  day  was  organized  by 
Women/USA  and  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW), 
along  with  over  50  cooperating 
organizations  including  ethnic, 
labor  and  church  groups,  to 
deliver  a  message  to  Congress  that 
“the  election  was  no  mandate  to 
turn  back  the  progress  that  has 
been  made  on  women’s  rights.” 

A  statement  issued  by  Bella 
Abzug  (president  of  Women/- 
USA)  and  Eleanor  Smeal  (pres- 


of  its  gay  and  lesbian  students,” 
commented  Sarah  Yedinski,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Harvard-Radcliffe 
Gay  Students’  Association 
(HRGSA),  a  group  that  lobbied 
actively  for  the  motion. 

HRGSA  member  Ben  Schatz 
stated  that  regardless  of  the  faculty 
council  vote  on  the  change, 
CHUL’s  strong  approval  gives 
lesbians  and  gay  men  at  Harvard  a 
new  “moral  leverage”  that  will 
help  in  the  future. 

Yedinski  said  HRGSA  lobbying 
efforts  are  not  over.  “We’re  not 
going  to  let  the  issue  rest  here,” 
she  said.  “We  are  going  to  take  it 
to  the  faculty  council.  We  are 
going  to  continue  to  try  to  enlight¬ 
en  all  the  faculty.” 

The  favorable  CHUL  vote  ran 
counter  to  the  findings  of  an  ad 
hoc  sub-committee  chaired  by  Co- 
Master  Patricia  Herlihy,  which 
called  for  delaying  consideration 
of  admission  policy  changes  until 
specific  problems  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  on  campus  have  been 
studied. 

In  her  report  of  the  sub¬ 
committee’s  recommendations, 
Herlihy  argued  at  the  February  9 
meeting  that  a  policy  change 
would  be  meaningless  unless 
concrete  problems  were  studied 
beforehand,  since  lesbians  and  gay 
men  would  be  reluctant  to  come 
out  in  a  homophobic  atmosphere 
and  would  not  be  protected  until 
they  had  done  so. 


country  has  taken  a  step  to  the 
right.  Yet  discrimination  is  still  a 
hard  reality  for  gay  and  lesbian 
citizens.  Real  and  perceived  dis¬ 
crimination  in  employment  prac¬ 
tices  continues  to  exist  for  us  at  all 
levels.” 

There  was  no  testimony  this 
year  opposing  the  measure,  in  con¬ 
trast  with  previous  years  when  re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  Massachusetts 
Firefighters  Association  have 
spoken  against  it.  New  support  has 
come  from  the  Massachusetts 
Teachers  Association,  which  voted 
last  year  to  support  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  legislation. 

Another  change  this  session  is 
that  Barney  Frank,  a  strong  sup¬ 
porter  of  both  bills  since  they  were 
first  introduced,  is  no  longer  a 
member  of  the  Massachusetts 
House  of  Representatives,  having 
been  elected  to  the  U.S.  House. 

Tom  Vallely,  who  was  elected 
last  November  to  replace  Frank  as 
representative  of  Boston’s  Eighth 
Suffolk  District,  has  pledged  to 
make  an  all-out  effort  in  support 
of  lesbian  and  gay  rights  and  is  a 


ident  of  NOW)  urged  “.  .  .  We 
must  come  to  Washington,  we 
must  come  in  the  thousands  to  tell 
senators  and  representatives  of  our 
legislative  concerns.  We  must 
make  clear  to  them  that  we  shall 
push  continuously  a  whole  host  of 
issues.” 

Said  Abzug  to  a  rally  held 
during  the  day,  “This  House  is  our 
house.” 

Among  the  issues  which  the 
women  wished  to  discuss  were  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment,  which 
has  yet  to  be  ratified  and  which  is 
opposed  by  the  Reagan  adminis¬ 
tration;  the  Human  Life  Amend¬ 
ment  banning  abortion,  of  which 
there  are  several  versions, 
including  one  which  would  also 
outlaw  some  forms  of  contracep¬ 
tives,  such  as  the  intra-uterine 


A  member  of  the  sub-committee 
who  had  been  absent  from  the 
meeting  at  which  the  report  was 
voted  on  said  he  would  have  dis¬ 
sented  had  he  been  there.  He  said 
discussion  of  specific  problems 
should  be  encouraged  but  that  the 
discussion  itself  could  only  benefit 
from  the  university’s  demonstra¬ 
tion  that  it  would  come  to  the 
defense  of  open  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

Colantuono  said  the  change  in 
policy  would  not  only  ensure 
lesbians  and  gay  men  equal  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  enter  Harvard  but  would 
promote  academic  freedom  at  the 
university  and  would  protect 
lesbians  and  gay  men  already 
there. 

Professor  E.  Vogt  drew  a  re¬ 
strained  but  decidedly  negative 
reaction  from  spectators  when  he 
questioned  the  use  of  the  term 
“sexual  orientation”  when 
“homosexuality”  was  meant. 
“Sexual  orientation,”  he  said, 
could  include  rape  and  bestiality  as 
well  as  homosexuality. 

Vogt,  who  is  master  of  Kirkland 
house,  which  includes  many  ath¬ 
letes  announced  he  would  vote 
against  the  motion. 

Yedinski  later  commented  that 
Vogt  had  revealed  the  “confused 
and  unenlightened  attitude”  of 
many  Harvard  professors  on  the 
subject. 


member  of  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Safety. 

“It  is  my  belief  that  all  our 
rights  are  in  jeopardy  when  the 
rights  of  any  group  are  limited,” 
Vallely  told  the  Committee.  “If  we 
cannot  legislate  against  prejudice 
we  can  at  least  legislate  against  dis¬ 
crimination.” 

Vallely  told  GCN  there  is  little 
doubt  the  Joint  Committee  will 
vote  favorably  on  H4134.  He 
added  that  there  is  less  certainty 
about  the  House  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Labor,  which  will 
hold  hearings  on  a  major  civil 
service  reform  bill,  H1000,  to 
which  the  substance  of  H4134  has 
been  amended,  in  addition  to 
being  introduced  separately. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Labor  will  also  consider 
House  Bill  4076,  Senate  Bill  136‘, 
which  would  prohibit  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  all  public  and  private  sector 
jobs  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  Tierney  told  GCN  the  MGPC 
will  launch  a  serious  lobbying  ef¬ 
fort  in  support  of  the  broader 
measure. 


device  (IUD)  and  some  common¬ 
ly-prescribed  forms  of  the  birth- 
control  pill;  and  anticipated  cuts  in 
the  federal  budget,  which  could 
affect  funding  for  job  training, 
education,  and  welfare,  among 
other  areas. 

Martha  Baker,  coordinator  for 
the  February  4  Action  for 
Women/USA,  told  GCN, 
“Budget  cuts  are  coming  off  the 
backs  of  women.  But  this  is  the 
time  to  push  —  before  the  budget 
comes  out.” 

The  day-long  activities  began  at 
8:30a.m. and  went  through  to  6:00 
p.m.As  women  arrived,  they  were 
given  packets  of  materials  and 
were  briefed  on  techniques  for 
lobbying.  They  were  also  given 
specific  briefings  designed  to 
Continued  on  page  7 


By  Mitzel 

“Can  7  keep  away 
can  7  keep  away 
can’t  keep  away... 

Tom  Robinson 

The  resignation  of  U.S.  Rep. 
Jon  Hinson  (R-MS)  came  one 
week  after  his  arrest  for  sodomy  in 
a  men’s  room  in  the  Longworth 
House  Office  Bldg,  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C. 

Hinson  had  been  arrested  by 
Capitol  Police  while  performing  a 
sex  act  with  a  black  male  Library 
of  Congress  employee. 

Calls  for  Hinson’s  resignation 
came  immediately  from  prominent 
House  Republicans,  including 
Minority  Leader  Michel  and 
fellow  Miss.  Rep.  Trent  Lott.  Rep. 
Lott  had,  only  recently,  hired 
former  Rep.  Bob  Bauman  as  a  per¬ 
sonal  aide.  Bauman  lost  his  seat  in 
Congress  after  he  was  arrested  last 
year  on  charges  of  soliciting  a 
young  boy  prostitute  for  sex. 

After  pleading  not  guilty, 
Hinson,  38,  entered  Sibley 
Hospital  in  Northwest  Wash¬ 
ington  because  of  “dissociative 
reaction.” 

Prominent  D.C.  gay  activist 
Frank  Kameny  said:  “Dissociative 
reaction  is  absolutely  meaningless 
gobbledygook.  It’s  a  refusal  to 
face  up  to  oneself  as  a  homo¬ 
sexual.” 

Last  summer,  Hinson  admitted 
that  he  had  pleaded  guilty  to  a  gay 
sex-related  offense  in  1976  at  the 
Iwo  Jima  monument,  a  favorite 
D.C.  cruising  area.  Hinson  also 
admitted  that  he  had  been  one  of 
the  four  survivors  at  the  fatal  gay 
Cinema  follies  theatre  fire  which 
killed  nine  men  in  the  fall  of  1977. 

At  that  time,  Hinson  said  he  was 
not  a  homosexual  and  stated  that 
he  had  never  committed  a  homo¬ 
sexual  act.  In  November,  1980,  he 
was  reelected  to  Congress  from  his 
Bible-belt  Mississippi  district.  A 
prominent  Mississippi  financial 
backer  of  Hinson  was  quoted  at 
that  time  as  saying:  “We  would 
rather  have  a  queer  conservative 
than  a  macho  all-man  liberal” 
representing  the  district. 

In  the  wake  of  this  latest  scan- 
del,  Hinson’s  supporters  all  called 
for  his  resignation. 

Opinion  among  gay  activists  in 
the  capital  was  divided. 

Frank  Kameny  said:  “I  hoped 
Hinson  wouldn’t  resign.  The  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  pressing  for  his  resig¬ 
nation  would  want  him  to  resign  if 
they  had  found  out  he  was  gay  in 
any  other  manner.” 

Steve  Endean,  of  the  Gay  Rights 


National  Lobby,  said:  “Frankly, 
I’m  pleased.  Hinson’s  a  dead 
duck.  If  he  had  stayed  around, 
types  like  Larry  McDonald 
(D-GA)  would  have  made  this 
public  sex  issue  the  gay  issue.” 

Nick  Maklary,  of  the  Gay  Ex- 
Marines  (GEMS),  had  been  in 
touch  with  Hinson’s  office.  Hin¬ 
son  is  an  ex-Marine.  Maklary  com¬ 
mented  that  Hinson’s  staff  seems 
pleased  with  Maklary’s  interest 
and  support.  Maklary  hoped  Hin¬ 
son  would  not  resign.  “He  will  be 
tried  for  being  homosexual.  The 
charge  should  have  been  one  of 
public  indecency,”  so  as  not  to 
make  the  issue  one  of  homosexual 
acts. 

Rep.  Barney  Frank  (D-MA) 
agreed.  “I  don’t  think  people 
should  be  having  sex  in  public 
toilets.”  But  Frank  did  suggest 
that  there  should  be  “sensible  revi¬ 
sions  of  the  laws.” 

Washington,  D.C.,  is  one  of  the 
most  progressive  cities  regarding 
law  enforcement  against  consen¬ 
sual  sex  offenders.  Hinson  and  the 
three  other  men  arrested  by  the 
police  in  this  raid  were,  initially,  all 
charged  with  sodomy,  a  felon. 
Bond  was  set  at  $2000  apiece.  All 
were  later  released  on  personal 
recognizance.  As  is  standard  pro¬ 
secutorial  practice  there,  the 
charges  were  later  reduced  to  at¬ 
tempted  sodomy,  a  misdemeanor. 

Frank  quipped  that,  since  the 
men’s  room  where  the  arrests  took 
place  is  only  just  down  the  hall 
from  his  office,  he  hoped  it 
wouldn’t  become  a  national 
tourist  attraction. 

Washington,  D.C.,  has  three 
police  forces:  the  Metropolitan 
Police,  Park  Police,  and  Capitol 
Police.  Capitol  police  made  these 
arrests  after  receiving  complaints 
about  the  sexual  activity.  Officers 
observed  the  sex  acts  through  grill- 
work  in  a  door.  Kameny  dismissed 
speculation  about  police  entrap¬ 
ment.  “We  are  not  faulting  the 
police  in  this  one  at  all.”  In  1975, 
the  Washington  City  Council  ceas¬ 
ed  funding  the  city  vice  squad. 

Frank  confirmed  that  there  had 
been  complaints  about  sex  in  this 
particular  men’s  room.  One 
source,  familiar  with  the  history  of 
public  gay  sex  in  the  Capitol,  said 
this  men’s  room  had  been  known 
as  a  “hot  john”  for  close  to  20 
years. 

But,  said  the  source,  every  two 
years,  with  the  convening  of  a  new 
Congress,  when  new  workers  dis¬ 
covered  the  action,  complaints 
were  made.  And  so. .  everv.  two 
Continued  on  page  7 
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Speaking  Out 


The  Counterrevolution 


By  Scott  Tucker 

A  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  is  once  supposed  to  have  said, 
“Our  purpose  is  to  defend  the  first  American  Revolution,  and  to  prevent  a  second  from 
occurring.”  Likewise,  there  are  figures  and  forces  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  movement  who  are 
quite  willing  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the  Stonewall  Rebellion,  but  who  were  appalled 
by  the  San  Francisco  Rebellion  ten  years  later.  Stonewall,  hallowed  by  history,  has  become 
almost  as  picturesque  as  Bunker  Hill  or  the  Boston  Tea  Party.  The  feisty  drag  queens  and 
street  people  who  fought  the  cops  that  night  also  made  it  possible  for  increasing  numbers  of 
middle-class  and  professional  gays  to  come  out  in  the  following  decade.  But  as  this  caste  of 
gay  professionals  came  to  dominate  the  official  leadership  of  the  movement,  the  result  was 
that  the  struggle  for  gay  liberation  was  narrowed  down  to  achieving  gay  rights.  This  gay 
caste  contributed  skills,  money,  and  influence  which  our  movement  needed  then  and  needs 
today,  but  in  the  process  a  price  was  paid  which  we  can  no  longer  afford.  A  liberalism  which 
rests  on  past  radical  laurels  won’t  serve  us  well  under  the  Reagan  regime. 

Legislation  is  not  liberation:  being  legal  is  not  being  free.  Our  liberal  gay  leadership 
often  grants  that  gay  rights  aren’t  enough  to  free  us,  but  they  maintain  that  whatever  can’t 
be  achieved  through  voting  and  legislation  can  be  achieved  through  education.  The  aim  of 
education  is  to  “cure”  homophobia,  which  in  their  view  is  only  a  prejudice,  a  neurosis,  a 
misunderstanding.  This  is  essentially  the  strategy  of  The  National  Gay  Task  Force,  of  The 
Gay  Rights  National  Lobby,  and  of  related  groups.  It’s  also  the  strategy  of  folks  like  David 
Goodstein,  the  millionaire  owner  of  The  Advocate  newspaper,  who  can  only  be  considered 
conservative.  This  strategy  has  limited  strengths  and  overwhelming  weaknesses,  and  at 
present  it’s  a  strategy  for  demoralization  and  defeat. 

To  begin  with,  the  word  homophobia  has  long  since  served  it’s  purpose  and  should  be 
retired.  It  dates  from  a  time  when  we  were  trying  to  beat  the  shrinks  at  their  own  game:  they 
told  us  we  were  sick,  we  told  them  they  were  sick.  Heterosexism  is  a  much  more  accurate 
term  to  describe  the  real  problem,  precisely  because  it  is  less  psychiatric  and  more  social. 
Heterosexism,  like  sexism  and  racism,  isn’t  just  a  matter  of  bad  attitudes  or  ignorance, 
though  it  breeds  both.  All  three  serve  to  discipline,  divide,  and  conquer  us;  all  three  shape  us 
into  tools  and  weapons,  into  obedient  workers  and  warriors;  they  keep  us  in  our  “proper 
place”  in  the  pyramid  of  capitalism  and  patriarchy.  The  social  link  between  sexism  and 
heterosexism  is  clear  in  the  very  words;  and  the  words  imply  the  link  between  gay  and 
feminist  perspectives.  Because  racism,  sexism,  and  heterosexism  are  so  vital  to  a  system 
which  puts  profits  before  people,  for  that  reason  they  cannot  be  voted,  legislated,  or 
educated  away.  They  are  built  into  the  system,  and  the  system  needs  to  be  changed. 

We’ve  talked  for  so  long  about  the  rise  of  the  Right,  and  now  the  Right  has  arrived.  It’s 
no  surprise  that  the  Reagan  team  is  made  up  of  hawks  and  dinosaurs.  But  if  we  are  going  to 
prepare  for  the  worst,  we  need  clarity  about  certain  trends  in  our  own  movement  which  are 
either  reactionary  in  themselves,  or  which  capitulate  to  reaction.  We  need  radical  analysis 
and  action,  and  in  this  we’re  not  alone.  Each  movement  for  social  change  in  the  United 
States  has  its  own  history  and  features,  but  atpresent  all  our  struggles  have  come  up  against  a 
wall  which  marks  the  limits  of  reform.  In  1981  blacks  and  Third  World  people  don’t  seem 
content  with  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act  —  not  when  the  cops  and  the  courts  collude  with 
racist  gangs  and  fascist  terrorism,  not  when  high  government  is  full  of  a  rabid  Right  which 
wears  suits  and  ties,  not  white  robes  and  hoods.  In  1981  pleas  for  the  passage  of  the  ERA  will 
fall  on  deaf  Republican  ears;  the  Democrats  are  sunk  in  compromise  and  cowardice.  The 
cult  of  the  family  will  flourish  under  Reagan  as  it  did  under  Carter,  and  tjie  sacrificial 
victims  will  remain  women  and  gays.  The  corporations  and  their  Congress  aim  to  put 
workers  and  poor  people  through  an  economic  grinder.  As  lesbian  and  gay  people,  what  do 
we  do  now? 


Our  future  requires  a  hard  look  at  some  of  our  past.  In  June,  1979,  David  Goodstein 
published  an  editorial  in  The  Advocate  which  should  be  engraved  in  our  collective  memory. 
It  was  a  declaration  of  gay  reaction,  but  it  surely  voiced  the  views  of  a  gay  elite  which  has  the 
most  to  gain  by  being  integrated  into  U.S.  capitalism.  His  views  naturally  have  great 
influence  beyond  that  elite,  because  owning  a  national  paper  is  a  great  way  to  buy  more  free 
speech  than  most  of  us  can  afford.  His  words  are  worth  study: 

“Our  political  history,”  Goodstein  wrote,  “has  been  dominated  since  1964  by  a  real 
split  between  moderates  and  left-wing  radicals.  The  latter  have  created  most  of  the  noise;  the 
former  most  of  the  successess  .  .  .  My  experience  of  nine  years  of  dealing  with  militants  is 
that  a  more  puritanical  and  less  alive  group  would  be  hard  to  find.  They  have  succeeded  in 
creating  an  enormous  amount  of  friction  in  the  gay  community  and  a  lot  of  unhappiness. 
Their  impact  on  the  lesbian  community  has  been  particularly  tragic  .  .  .  They  have 
convinced  many  women,  and  a  few  men,  that  it  is  bad  to  have  decent  jobs,  disposable 
income,  pleasant  places  to  live,  significant  relationships,  or  sex  at  all.” 

It’s  true  that  separatist  lesbians  sometimes  put  many  of  us  into  corners  by  refusing  to 
work  with  us,  and  by  charging  us  with  sexism  when  we  then  work  without  them.  Even  so, 
Goodstein  distorts  reality  and  history.  Women  in  our  society  have  fewer  decent  jobs  and 


earn  less  than  men,  and  the  reason  is  because  sexism  provides  a  pool  of  cheap  labor,  and 
cheap  labor  is  good  for  Big  Business.  Goodstein  shouldn’t  confuse  being  rich  with  being 
“alive.”  Likewise,  feminists  have  good  reason  to  cast  a  cold  eye  on  tired  mode  of  romance: 
maybe  Goodstein  confuses  this  with  being  “puritanical.”  It  was  only  natural  that  lesbian 
feminists  became  a  strong  radical  force  in  our  movement,  and  it’s  only  “tragic”  that  the 
political  “friction”  rubs  folks  like  Goodstein  the  wrong  way.  Lots  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
would  be  happy  to  relieve  Goodstein  of  some  of  his  “disposable  income,”  though  they  may 
have  different  notions  about  what  is  worth  producing  and  consuming. 

In  the  same  editorial,  Goodstein  wrote:  “The  big  story  of  1979  looks  like  it’s  going  to  be 
a  big  demonstation  by  gay  people  in  Washington,  D.C.  in  October.  I  am  not  opposed  to  all 
demonstrations  ...  I  am  opposed  to  violence.  I  am  opposed  to  exposing  gay  people  to 
danger  because  the  organizers  of  a  demonstration  don’t  know  what  they’re  doing,  or  worse, 
hope  to  create  a  violent  confrontation  .  .  .  Nor  is  there  a  paid  staff  to  plan  for  the  big  event. 
Furthermore,  the  most  experienced  leadership  in  the  gay  community  is  either  avoiding  the 
Washington  event  like  it  was  the  plague  at  worst  or  a  hot  potato  at  best.” 
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There  are  lessons  to  be  learned  from  Goodstein.  He  was  quite  right:  “the  most 
experienced  leadership”  did  avoid  the  National  March  on  Washington  like  the  plague,  and 
thus  compounded  the  difficulties  of  fund-raising  and  organizing.  But  we  were  ready  to 
march  without  such  leadership.  Because  of  Goodstein’s  bureaucratic  class  bias,  it  never 
occurred  to  him  that  “the  most  experienced  leadership”  can  be  found  at  all  levels  of  our 
movement,  and  not  simply  among  gay  professionals  or  NGTF.  At  the  planning  conference 
in  Houston,  over  half  the  organizers  were  women,  and  30%  were  Third  World  people  —  a 
breakthrough  against  sexism  and  racism  for  our  movement.  In  comparison,  the  leadership 
Goodstein  refers  to  has  only  achieved  tokenism.  Naturally  progressive  and  radical  lesbian 
and  gay  people  took  leads  in  organizing  the  March,  but  it  was  they  who  risked  and  suffered 
any  violence  in  the  process,  and  never  did  they  “hope  to  achieve  a  violent  confrontation.” 
Under  tough  conditions,  some  folks  devoted  up  to  a  year  of  unpaid  labor  as  organizers:  this 
was  the  “unpaid  staff’  Goodstein  complained  of,  but  which  he  did  not  help  to  pay.  A  real 
grass-roots  movement  helps  greater  numbers  of  people  gain  leadership  skills  and  experience, 
and  such  a  movement  always  challenges  bureaucratic  castes.  This  is  the  movement  Good¬ 
stein  does  his  best  to  sabotage  by  attacking  lesbian  feminists,  by  red-baiting,  and  by  raising 
the  spectre  of  bloodthirsty  bunglers. 

The  March  on  Washington  had  clear  demands  for  legislative  reforms,  and  radicals  were 
willing  and  able  to  work  with  folks  of  all  political  stripes  for  these  reforms.  But  the  very 
nature  and  forward  motion  of  the  movement  threatened  to  burst  the  bonds  of  reforms:  even 
the  most  sincere  and  dedicated  reformists  didn’t  know  how  to  respond.  The  leadership  of 
NGTF  certainly  didn’t.  The  December,  1980  issue  of  It’s  Time,  NGTF’s  newsletter,  carried 
a  front-page  photograph  of  the  NGTF  banner  at  the  March  on  Washington.  For  some  of  us 
who  still  remain  members  of  NGTF,  that  banner  lost  its  glory  when  NGTF  failed  to  endorse 
the  March  until  the  eleventh  hour.  Their  opportunism  was  a  disgrace  then,  and  remains  a 
danger  to  our  movement  now.  The  same  front  page  of  It’s  Time  carries  a  message  which  the 
co-directors  of  NGTF  sent  to  President-Elect  Reagan:  “Congratulations  on  your  over¬ 
whelming  victory.  On  behalf  of  The  National  Gay  Task  Force  and  millions  of  lesbian  and 
gay  people  .  .  .”  It  continues  with  platitudes  about  civil  rights,  about  “jobs,  housing, 
economic  and  world  issues,”  about  a  “peaceful  and  secure  future,”  it  says  “we  are  proud  of 
our  American  heritage,”  and  it  asks  Reagan  to  “listen  to  our  reasoned  voice.” 

There’s  no  reason  to  stomach  that  stuff.  In  the  first  place,  Reagan  did  not  score  an 
“overwhelming  victory.”  His  “landslide”  was  a  mere  25-30%  of  the  voting  public’s 
support,  and  only  52%  of  the  voting  public  actually  voted.  Capitalist  politicians  of  both 
parties  moved  to  the  Right,  and  aim  to  lead  us  by  the  nose  behind  them.  Our  “experienced 
leadership”  pinned  its  hopes  on  the  Democratic  Party;  now  that  Democrats  are  in  disarray, 
they  congratulate  Republicans.  In  an  article  in  The  Nation  (Jan.  3, 1981)  titled  “The  Road 
to  Fascism,”  James  Higgens  wrote:  “Party  labels,  as  the  United  Electrical  Workers  Union, 
among  others,  points  out,  have  actually  become  meaningless.  A  much  more  realistic 
perspective  on  our  political  competition  can  be  founded  upon  the  mathematics  of  the 
elections  just  past.  We  now  have  two  evident  political  ‘parties,’  consisting  on  the  one  hand 
of  about  eighty-three  million  who  vote  and  on  the  other  hand  of  about  seventy-seven  million 
who  don’t.”  What  we  need  now  is  independent  political  action  based  on  militant,  grass¬ 
roots  organizing,  and  this  is  just  what  NGTF  and  The  Gay  Rights  National  Lobby  can’t 
build  or  provide. 

Reagan  and  the  Right  represent  everything  in  our  American  heritage  which  should 
shame  us;  Reagan  housewarmed  the  White  House  by  meeting  with  the  Christian  Right;  he 
aims  to  crush  the  revolution  in  El  Salvador;  and  he’s  already  “fighting  Big  Government”  by 
giving  welfare  to  corporations,  and  social-service  cutbacks  to  poor  and  working  people. 
Reagan’s  Secretary  of  State,  A1  Haig,  is  a  Vietnam  war-criminal,  and  the  token  woman  in 
his  Cabinet,  Jeane  Kirkpatrick,  is  a  as  cold  a  Cold  Warrior  as  any  man  in  the  Republican 
Boys  Club.  These  people  deserve  no  congratulations.  “Our  reasoned  voice”  won’t  be  heard 
over  the  din  and  scramble  of  Fundamentalists  and  corporations  lobbying  their  good  buddies 
in  Congress. 
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But  in  fact  the  co-directors  of  NGTF  suspect  this.  On  page  one  of  It’s  Time,  we  read 
congratulations  to  Reagan.  On  page  two,  however,  there  is  a  message  to  NGTF’s 
membership  which  reads,  in  part,  “The  election  of  Ronald  Reagan,  the  prospect  of  a  more 
conservative  Senate  and  judiciary,  coupled  with  a  growing  tide  of  national  conservatism  on 
social  issues,  will  exact  from  each  and  every  one  of  us  all  the  energy  we  can  muster.” 
Precisely:  and  it’s  time  we  spent  some  energy  biting  the  hand  that  beats  us,  instead  of 
begging  for  scraps  from  the  Master  Class.  The  Republicans  and  the  Right  have  drawn  the 
line,  and  the  Democrats  are  trying  to  straddle  it. 

Capitulating  to  the  Right  drags  us  to  the  Right;  it  weakens  us  and  opens  us  to  attack. 
For  example,  some  straight  feminists  at  one  time  capitulated  to  the  Right  by  trying  to 
establish  a  respectable  distance  between  themselves  and  the  Lesbian  Menace.  They  argued 
that  lesbianism  was  a  “divisive”  issue  —  and  so  it  was!  Sexists  have  always  painted  uppity 
women  in  lurid  lavender  hues,  and  sexists  were  able  to  divide  the  women’s  movement  as  long 
as  women  themselves  didn’t  join  forces.  Once  considered  an  albatross  around  the  neck  of 
the  women’s  movement,  lesbians  became  the  very  wings  of  feminism.  A  lesson  was  learned 
—  or  was  it? 

The  link  between  feminism  and  gay  liberation  has  sometimes  been  forged  in  fire,  and 
there  have  always  been  some  separatist  women  and  separatist  gay  men  who  wanted  it 
broken.  At  a  conference  of  The  National  Organization  for  Women  which  took  place  last 
October,  a  resolution  was  passed  which  puts  new  strains  on  this  link.  A  report  on  the 
conference  which  was  printed  in  the  Oct.  25,  1980  issue  of  Gay  Community  News  failed  to 
mention  this  resolution,  but  because  of  its  great  importance  GCN  should  publish  the  full 
text  of  it  soon. 

The  NOW  resolution  condemns  pederasty,  pornography,  sado-masochism,  and  public 
sex  as  being  matters  of  “exploitation,  violence,  or  invasion  of  privacy,”  and  not  issues  of 
“sexual/affectional  preference/ orientation.”  It’s  a  sad  irony  that  it  was  introduced  by  Pat 
Brown,  the  chair  of  NOW’s  Lesbian  Rights  Committee.  NOW  has  decided  officially  that 
“sexual  preference”  is  a  feminist  issue,  and  NOW  has  just  decided  that  porn,  pederasty, 
S&M,  and  public  sex  are  not  issues  of  “sexual  preference.”  This  demonstrates  the  perils  of  a 
legalistic  and  reformist  focus  on  “sexual  preference”  clauses.  According  to  the  resolution, 
these  four  issues  “have  been  mistakenly  correlated  with  Lesbian/ Gay  rights  by  some  gay 
organizations  and  by  opponents  of  Lesbian/Gay  rights  who  seek  to  confuse  the  issue.”  Ap¬ 
parently  some  of  us  are  just  too  damned  queer  to  be  really  gay;  we  pariahs  help  the  Right 
confuse  the  real  issue,  namely,  lesbian/gay  rights.  But  if  we  pariahs  and  outlaws  are  forced 
to  choose  between  lesbian/gay  rights  and  lesbian/gay  liberation,  we  will  choose  liberation 
for  sure.  This  is  the  real  issue  for  us,  and  no  resolution  from  anyone  will  diminish  our  fight¬ 
ing  spirit. 

At  the  NOW  convention  Lucia  Valeska  gave  a  sensible  speech  in  which  she  discussed 
the  prospects  for  feminist/  gay  unity,  and  in  which  she  asked  feminists  to  develop  a  more 
historical  and  evolutionary  sense  of  both  movements.  The  NOW  resolution  proves  that 
feminism  has  not  evolved  quite  so  far  ahead  of  gay  men  as  is  often  thought.  When  this 
resolution  came  to  the  floor,  according  to  The  Body  Politic,  “Marianne  Holder  of  Alaska 
NOW  charged  that  the  wording  was  inflammatory  because  it  implied  that  gay  men  somehow 
supported  exploitation  and  violence.”  So  it  is,  so  it  does.  Whatever  the  intentions  of  those 
who  wrote  and  voted  for  the  resolution,  it  is  in  fact  simplistic  and  moralistic.  It’s  a  resolution 
in  which  reformism  meets  reaction  halfway,  and  this  is  the  natural  tendency  of  any  group 
which  lacks  a  radical  analysis,  or  fails  to  act  on  it. 

Take  the  four  issues  one  by  one.  GCN  once  published  a  photo  by  a  woman 
photographer  in  which  one  woman’s  face  is  burrowed  between  another  woman’s  legs. 
Would  this  photograph  be  pornography  in  the  context  of  Playboy,  and  erotica  in  the  context 
of  a  feminist  art  show?  According  to  Robin  Morgan,  “Pornography  is  the  theory,  and  rape 
is  the  practice.”  We’d  better  acknowledge  that  pornography  means  very  different  things  to 
gay  men  in  general  than  it  does  to  either  women  or  straight  men  in  general.  The  pornography 
industry  is  owned  and  run  mostly  by  men  and  for  men;  lesbianism  is  portrayed  only  as  a 
kinky  adjunct  to  a  man’s  pleasure.  Women  are  fighting  to  be  viewed  as  more  than  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  chicken  parts,  and  so  pornography  becomes  a  burden  or  assault  for  many  women. 
For  gay  men  the  case  is  different.  Whereas  “real”  men  learn  early  that  “real”  women  are  to 


Community  Voices 

get  smart 


Hi, 

I’ve  never  heard  of  Michelle  Cliff  before  in  my 
life  but  intend  to  get  hold  of  everything  that  she 
has  (or  will)  write.  For  a  while  now  I  have  let  all 
the  minorities  and  whites  discuss  prejudice  in 
your  editorial  column  (among  other  places)  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  agree  with  any  polar  point  of 
view.  I  sincerely  suggest  that  all  gay  men  and 
women  at  very  least,  read  (and  perhaps  re-read) 
Michelle  Cliffs  interview.  As  a  light  skinned,  fair 
featured  mestizo  I  can  safely  say  that  her  feelings 
are  accurate  in  my  opinion  except  that  I  have  ex¬ 
perienced  prejudicial  treatment  from  all  quarters. 
True,  most  Caucasians  are  somewhat  put  out 
when  they  try  to  deal  with  my  mixed  European- 
African-Native  American  heritage.  Usually 
Blacks  and  Native  Americans  are  generally  more 
compassionate,  especially  those  who  are  lighter 
than  their  full-blooded  brethren.  However,  there 
are  plenty  of  Black  and  Native  American  bigots 
out  there,  also. 

Though  these  are  the  views  of  the  public  at 
large,  and  are  undistinguishable  by  sex,  age,  race. 


creed,  ethnic  origin,  social,  economic  or  educa¬ 
tional  background,  a  major  heartbreaking  disap¬ 
pointment  is  that  the  victims  of  one  another  un¬ 
distinguishable  prejudice,  namely  homosexuals, 
are  some  of  the  most  persecuting,  urelenting 
bigots  in  the  world!  To  these  men  and  women  I 
cry,  “Get  smart,  fool!”  The  irony  of  your  atti¬ 
tudes  is  an  amazing  portrayal  of  stupidity,  ignor¬ 
ance  and  callousness.  I’m  not  asking  you  to  inte¬ 
grate  your  neighboorhood  or  even  your  heart, 
that  is  often  an  appeasing  gesture  at  best.  I  am 
asking  you  to  get  to  know  a  person  for  who 
he/she  is  and  judge  him/her  by  that  criteria,  not 
prejudice  him/her  for  who  his/her  ancestors  are. 
Learn  to  erase  your  misconceptions  about 
“them”,  no  one  in  any  group  is  the  same  as  the 
next  person.  Appreciate  the  beautiful  cultural 
richness  that  a  person  of  mixed  heritage  can  share 
with  you,  Finally  realize  this,  we  are  not  the 
stereotypes  you  have  been  programmed  to  except 
of  “us”.  We  are  persons,  each  with  his/her  own 
feelings  and  rights,  which  are  the  same  as  yours. 
Accept  “us”  as  you  would  want  a  friend  to  accept 


Want  to  be  Out  at  Work? 


Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Manager.  Ad¬ 
vertising  or  sales  experience  as  well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of 
eliminating  the  exploitation  of  women  and  men  in  advertising  neces¬ 
sary.  Low  salary  &  medical  benefits.  Work  in  progressive  lesbian/gay 
environment!  Please  address  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Amy  Hoff¬ 
man,  Managing  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  Street,  Boston,  02108. 
(617)  426-4469. 


be  judged  essentially  according  to  sexual  attributes  and  services,  these  same  men  may  never, 
ever  look  upon  other  men  even  as  potential  sexual  partners.  Gay  male  pornography  is  a 
capitalist  industry  like  any  other,  but  it  has  served  to  affirm  the  sexuality  of  many  gay  men. 
To  this  extent,  it  is  a  real  and  positive  part  of  gay  male  culture. 

A  reduction  of  S&M  to  the  give  and  take  of  pain  —  or  to  murder,  as  in  the  movie 
Cruising  —  ignores  the  permutations  of  power  which  it  may  involve.  Masochists  may  be 
masterful  and  sadists  slavish.  Often  S&M  involves  rituals  and  fetishes  where  there  is  no  pain 
or  even  contact.  Gay  S&M  roles  may  be  acted  out  with  great  drama,  but  these  roles  are 
almost  always  more  consensual,  playful,  and  benign  —  particularly  in  “public”  places  like 
baths  and  backroom  bars  —  than  the  private,  coercive,  and  often  fatal  roles  which  the 
nuclear  family  imposes  on  husbands,  wives,  and  children.  Is  NOW  ready  to  pass  a  resolution 
condemning  the  nuclear  family  for  exploitation  and  violence? 

“Public  sex”  is  a  somewhat  misleading  term.  Even  if  gay  men  were  fucking  on  Fifth 
Avenue  at  noon,  this  might  disturb  the  flow  of  traffic  (an  excellent  idea  for  civil  disobe¬ 
dience),  but  it  would  not  disturb  the  “privacy”  of  masses  of  pedestrians.  People  who 
condemn  public  sex  often  reveal  a  bourgeois  bias,  because  many  gays  cannot  risk  sex  at 
home,  or  simply  cannot  afford  to  rent  a  room,  whatever  their  preference.  Others  of  us  enjoy 
or  even  prefer  sex  out  of  doors:  we  deserve  credit  for  breaking  from  the  ghetto  of  the 
bedroom  and  reclaiming  the  parks  and  beaches  for  love  and  sex.  Are  feminists  willing  to 
support  vice  squads  which  raid  baths  and  bars  and  charge  gay  men  with  violating  the  “public 
peace”?  Women  are  subject  to  more  sexual  danger  at  night  and  on  the  streets,  and  for  many 
of  them  “public  sex”  may  only  reverberate  with  the  threat  of  rape.  Gay  men  have 
themselves  been  subject  to  gang  attacks,  police  abuse,  and  CBS  prime-time  slander  for  our 
open  cruising  and  sexuality.  We  remain  unrepentant,  not  because  we  like  getting  hassled  by 
punks  and  cops,  but  because  we  have  a  right  to  the  public  world,  as  well  as  a  right  to  privacy. 

Finally,  there  is  pederasty,  an  issue  which  can’t  be  reduced  either  to  a  simple  matter  of 
rape  or  to  a  simple  matter  of  abstract  sexual  freedom.  It  is  worth  noting  that  in  France  the 
legal  age  of  consent  for  heterosexual  sex  is  fifteen,  whereas  the  French  legislature  recently 
voted  to  maintain  the  legal  age  of  consent  for  gay  sex  at  eighteen.  This  decision  was 
protested  by  a  mass  march  of  3,000  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Would  members  of  NOW  have 
marched  with  those  3,000  to  lower  the  gay  age  of  consent  to  15,  or  would  they  have  preferred 
to  march  to  raise  the  straight  age  of  consent  to  1 8? 

All  age  of  consent  laws  are  arbitrary.  If  the  issue  is  really  coercion  and  unequal  power, 
then  NOW  must  actively  support  the  social  and  economic  independence  of  children. 
Wilhelm  Reich’s  essay  “What  Is  Class  Consciousness?”  was  published  in  1934,  and  in  it  he 
wrote:  “The  organizing  of  a  revolutionary  children’s  movement  has  always  been  one  of  our 
Party’s  weakest  points  .  .  .  Just  one  revolutionary  child  brought  up  without  religion  can  stir 
up  an  entire  school,  but  unless  this  effect  is  properly  organized  it  will  remain  merely 
accidental.”  This  has  also  been  one  of  the  weakest  points  of  the  women’s  and  gay 
movements.  A  revolutionary  children’s  movement  would  either  actively  intervene  in  these 
debates  which  we  adults  so  often  carry  on  over  the  heads  of  children,  or  else  would  ignore  us 
altogether.  A  minimum  requirement  for  children’s  liberation  is  that  they  be  allowed  to 
divorce  themselves  from  their  own  parents,  a  human  right  which  Sweden  alone  has  already 
recognized.  The  Right  believes  women  and  children  should  be  divided  up  into  units  of 
private  property  called  families.  Do  we?  If  we  don’t,  why  not  say  so  and  act  on  it?  Is  NOW 
willing  to  pass  a  resolution  pledging  itself  to  fight  for  children’s  liberation? 

The  counterrevolution  being  waged  by  the  Right  has  infected  our  own  leadership  and 
movements.  Since  folks  like  Goodstein  credit  militants  with  “noise”  and  themselves  with 
“successes,”  it  becomes  crucial  for  our  movement  to  hold  on  to  its  real  history.  Ten  years 
after  Stonewall,  Chareles  Brydon,  co-director  of  NGTF,  “deplored  the  violence”  of  the  San 
Francisco  Rebellion  at  a  public  meeting  in  New  York,  and  members  of  the  audience  had  the 
good  sense  to  chant  “National  Gay  Tom  Force!”  Let’s  never  forget  that  Dan  White 
campaigned  for  office  with  a  promise  to  “eradicate  radicals  and  social  deviates.”  White 
fulfilled  his  promise  with  a  gun,  and  an  all-straight  jury  showed  us  no  justice.  Let’s  always 
remember  those  who  rebelled,  and  those  who  made  craven  apologies.  Let’s  always 
remember  the  grass-roots  forces  which  built  the  March  on  Washington,  and  let’s  never 
forget  “the  experienced  leadership”  which  raised  its  banners  at  the  eleventh  hour.  The 
response  of  reformists  to  the  San  Francisco  Rebellion  and  to  the  March  on  Washington, 
Goodstein’s  editorial  in  The  Advocate,  NGTF’s  congratulations  to  Reagan,  and  the  NOW 
resolution  —  all  these  are  not  simply  political  mistakes,  they  are  the  natural  consequences  of 
reformism. 

It’s  not  a  question  of  reforms  or  revolution,  it’s  a  question  of  reforms  and  revolution. 
In  a  time  of  reaction,  reformism  fails  to  deliver  even  reforms,  and  even  such  reforms  as  have 
been  won  are  under  attack.  The  fight  for  reforms  need  to  proceed  along  with  building  a 
revolutionary  people’s  movement,  because  the  best  way  to  gain  and  defend  reforms  is 
revolution.  Demands  for  the  liberation  of  women,  Third  World  people,  gay  people, 
children,  workers,  and  other  —  these  are  essentially  revolutionary  demands  which  overflow 
reformist  barriers.  Reformism  may  serve  certain  elites  and  bureaucracies  very  well,  but  these 
elements  are  riding  the  crest  of  social  movements  they  did  not  create,  and  they  must  not  be 
allowed  to  hold  the  rest  of  us  back.  Fighting  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  means  fighting 
for  democracy  and  socialism.  Because  of  our  social  experience  and  struggles,  there  is  good 
reason  for  lesbian  and  gay  people  to  take  a  revolutionary  role  in  transforming  all  existing 
societies. 


you. 

If  you  at  all  question  why  I  have  called  for  all 
my  gay  brothers  and  sisters  to  be  one,  just  think 
of  what  happens  to  you  in  the  straight  WASP 
society  as  a  gay.  If  your  a  white  gay,  your  still 
white  but  your’ve  tasted  prejudice.  Just  imagine 
how  it  tastes  when  you  are  slapped  in  the  face  with 
prejudgement  more  consistently  for  being  a 
member  of  other  socially  incorrect  groups. 

How  can  you  lose  your  hangups?  Just  listen  to 
the  “person”  then  judge  them  on  his/her  own 
merit  as  an  individual.  If  they  fail  your  expecta¬ 
tions,  remember,  they  do  not  meet  the  stereotype, 
they  simply  are  not  what  you  consider  good 
company.  For  Michelle  Cliff,  me,  and  perhaps 
someone  you  may  know  or  meet,  consider  what  I 
have  said. 

Your  brother, 

Ted  Giovannini 
Buzzards  Bay,  MA. 

sensationalism 

Dear  GCN, 

Had  I  read  Mitzel’s  commentary  on  the  un¬ 
timely  death  of  Rev.  McDonough  in  the  Globe  or 
the  Boston  Herald  I  would  have  been  angered  and 
moved  to  write  a  letter  complaining  of  sensational 
journalism.  That  this  “news”  article  appeared  in 
a  paper  I  trust  and  feel  close  to  embarrasses  me.  I 
don’t  really  know  how  to  respond  to  this  story 
except  to  say  I  found  it  distasteful  and  lacking  in 
journalistic  merit.  I  feel  an  apology  is  due  the 
family  of  Rev.  McDonough  and  the  gay  com¬ 
munity. 

Sincerely, 

Bob  Andrews 

GCN  Board  of  Directors 

Boston,  MA 


a  reminder  from  the 
interior 

Dear  GCN, 

Is  it  time  for  another  reminder  from  the  Inte¬ 
rior  that  much  of  the  gay  community  lives  in 
small  cities,  towns  and  rural  areas?  Maida 
Tilchen’s  review  (GCN,  1/17/81)  of  the  1981 
Women 's  Music  Calendar  and  Out  Loud!  left  me, 
once  again,  muttering  about  politically  purer- 
than-thou,  big  city  folks. 

The  women’s  music  movement  has  existed  for 
less  than  a  decade.  Perhaps  a  dozen  of  its  “stars” 
have  finally  achieved  financial  self-support  (at 
the  poverty  level),  through  record  sales  and 
concerts.  Sirani  Avedis,  for  example,  stopped 
waitressing  and  temporary  office  work.  A  few 
more  “stars”  are  becoming  known  —  but  by 
whom?  I  suspect  that  millions  of  lesbians  (not  just 
women  in  general)  have  yet  to  hear  Margie  Adam 
or  Mary  Watkins. 

We  who  live  inland  from  the  coastal  vanguard 
prize  our  trips  to  big  cities,  where  a  few  record 
stores  stock  women’s  records.  We  wait  all  year 
for  events  like  the  Michigan  Women’s  Music 
Festival.  We  don’t  even  have  a  bar  to  attend  (or 
not). 

Finally,  how  many  of  the  women  featured  in 
Out  Loud!  were  inspired  by  the  "stars”  — 
inspired  to  sing  their  songs,  be  technicians,  print 
tickets,  whatever,  and  share  themselves  with  a 
larger  audience? 

Oops,  one  more  “finally.”  What  “increasing 
assimilation  of  women’s  music  ’’  is  she  talking 
about?  Olivia  Records  certainly  doesn’t  have  the 
budget  to  buy  its  way  onto  the  Top  40  charts  — 
and  that’s  what  we  hear  out  here. 

Carol  Sundahl 
Traverse  City,  MI 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


for  people  tired 
of  dating  games 
and  the  bar  scene. 

Learn  social  skills 
in  meeting  new  friends 
February  18,  7  PM 
$10.00 

&tu>lU«Ue  fa)b 

ffieUioncU  SZibwnp 

psychotheraphy  for  the 
gay  community  since  1964 
739-5063 


Plumbing 
&  heating 


Robert 
427-2778  Gt=E=^=^ 


67  DESIGN  and 
CONSTRUCTION 

427-3829 

Licensed  builder 
Townhouse  renovations 
Fully  insured 


John  G.  Keefe 

Civil  &  criminal 
litigation 

Real  estate 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

transaction 

617/265-1771 

Landlord/ tenant 

16  Tuttle  Street 

rights  1 

Boston,  MA  02125 

Relationship  j 

contracts 

Wills  &  trusts 

Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 

Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 

Cambridge  accepted 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  desisns  &  etchinss 
restorations 


J.  Fleming 

265-2289 

eveninss 


Electrolysis, 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 
Mass.  Assoc.  Els.  Member 
American  Assoc.  Els.  Member 


APPOINTMENTS:  Days  &  Eves. 
734-5777 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  *3 
BROOKLINE,  MA  02146 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk-in  VD  TestingfTreatment 
Tues.  6:30-9pm  Women’s  Health  Night 

•  General  medical  care  -  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  for  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certified/eligible  in  surgery,  family  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistants,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
of  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


»ip 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

45  Williams  Street  *  Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley,  Mass.  02181  E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 

235-8500  255-2600 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


1 850  Excelsior  Doctor's  Buggy 

$700 

442-571 1 


David  Seil  Associates  Inc. 


UIOM€NS 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

a  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  Lesbion  health 

issues.  Menopause, 
Herbal  healing, 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shouts  —  Available  for 
Groups 

woman-worker,  owned  and  controlled 
639  Moss.  five..  Cambridge  547-2302 


Judged  Boston’s  BEST - 

Cuisine  by  Boston’s  Best  Guide... 

Serving  breakfast,  lunch,  and  dinner -plus  Saturday 
and  Sunday  brunch  and  Boston’s  best  late  night 
breakfast  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  ’til  3am. 


THE  IDEAL  21  Huntington  Av.,  Copley  Sq.  247-8249 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  S.  T.V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
irices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa- 
ion  a  specialty  Mass  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  on  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boiton  Tel.  523-2187 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

Pamela  Westrom  DMD 
31 1  COMMONWEALTH  AVE. 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 

DATC/EVES  527-8097 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


David  Bellville 
and  Associates 

Career  Counseling 

Assertiveness  Training 

Therapy  for  Individuals,  j 

Couples,  Groups,  Families  j 

Stress  of  Multiple  Roles 
Workshops 

Copley  Square  (61 7)  266-1 450, 

Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 

David  Seil  M.D.,  Director 

Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End  536-2665 


GARY  BUSECK  & 

STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 

land  lord/ lease  problems 

income  tax 

wills/probate 

criminal  &  civil  trials 

real  estate  transactions 

injury  claims 

relationship  contracts 

partnerships/corporations 

FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 

Our  Own 

Continued  from  page  1 
policy,  telling  GCN  “The  facts 
that  existed  at  the  time  the  suit  was 
filed  have  not  changed.  We 
haven’t  conceded  anything. 

“Everything  pertaining  to  that 
publication  by  the  city  was  based 
entirely  on  the  format  of  the  publi¬ 
cation  and  objective  standards, 
rather  than  its  content,”  Nutter 
added. 

“That  is  patently  absurd,”  re¬ 
plied  UUGC  leader  Jim  Early. 
“Political  pressure  was  the  sole 
reason  Our  Own  was  removed 
from  the  libraries.  The  city  has  at¬ 
tempted  to  revise  history. 

“But  if  that  revision  leads  to 
equal  treatment  for  gay  publica¬ 
tions  in  our  libraries,  ...  we  see 
that  emerging  as  a  major  victory 
for  the  gay  community  and  gay 
journalism.” 

Reaction  from  area  religious 
fundamentalists  was  swift.  “This 
doesn’t  change  anything  for  us,” 
said  T.W.  Cofty  of  the  Tabernacle 
Baptist  Church.  “We’re  going  to 
go  ahead  and  get  back  with  our 
lawyers,  and  we’re  going  to  fight 
this  thing  to  get  it  out  of  the  library 
entirely.” 

Cofty  told  GCN  he  expected 
that  his  group,  the  Citizens  for  the 
Family,  would  form  their  strategy 
in  the  next  few  weeks. 

Virginia  Beach  Mayor  Henry 
McCoy  called  the  current  arrange¬ 
ment  “a  fair  compromise,”  and 
told  GCN  he  thought  the  Virginia 
Beach  city  council  “could  live  with 
this.” 

“Now  we  will  have  a  problem 
from  the  fundamentalist  group  in 
our  city,”  McCoy  added,  “be¬ 
cause  they’re  going  to  ask  that  the 
newspaper  be  taken  out  complete¬ 
ly- 

“It’s  a  large  council,  an  11-per- 
son  council,  but  I  think  that  coun¬ 
cil  understands  the  legalities  of  the 
First  Amendment.  My  prediction 
will  be  that  the  council  will  go 
along  with  this. 

“I  imagine  that  will  stimulate  a 
suit  from  the  fundamentalist 
church  group.  If  so,  I  think  they’re 
going  to  lose  —  I  think  it’s  going  to 
be  thrown  out  as  a  violation  of  the 
First  Amendment.” 

Early,  a  former  editor  of  Our 
Own,  stated  that  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  and  other 
national  organizations  have  com¬ 
mitted  their  support  to  thwarting 
an  attack  if  an  attempt  is  made  to 
remove  Our  Own  entirely  from  the 
libraries. 

Last  summer  Citizens  for  the 
Family  collected  enough  signa¬ 
tures  to  place  on  the  November 
1980  ballot  an  advisory  referen¬ 
dum,  asking  if  the  libraries  should 
permit  publications  “whose  pri¬ 
mary  purpose  is  to  depict  or  advo¬ 
cate  .  .  .  homosexual  acts  [to]  be 
displayed,  distributed  or  received 
in  the  public  libraries  of  the  city  of 
Virginia  Beach?”  (see  GCN  Vol. 
8,  No.  4). 

Sixty  percent  of  the  voters  said 
no,  they  didn’t  want  such  publica¬ 
tions  in  the  libraries,  although  a 
large  number  of  voters  abstained 
on  the  referendum  —  nearly  17  Vo 
—  following  the  strategy  of  mod¬ 
erate  groups  such  as  the  Friends  of 
the  Library,  which  had  urged  not 
voting  on  the  referendum  at  all 
(see  GCN  Vol.  8,  No.  17). 

Citizens  for  the  Family  con¬ 
siders  the  referendum  results  “a 
mandate  for  action,”  and  Cofty 
told  GCN,  “The  statements  that 
Continued  on  Page  11 

Correction 

It  was  erroneously  reported 
in  GCN,  Vol.  8,  No.  23  that 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund  had  repre¬ 
sented  Ronald  Onofre  in  his 
appeal  before  the  New  York 
Supreme  Court.  Onofre’s  at¬ 
torney  in  his  appeal  case  was 
Bonnie  Strunk,  the  same  at¬ 
torney  who  had  represented 
him  at  his  original  trial. 
Lambda  presented  an  amicus 
curiae,  or  “friend  of  the 
court”  brief  in  the  appeal  case. 
GCN  apologizes  for  the  error. ; 


Toronto  March 


■Gay  Community  News,  February  21,  1981  •  Page  7- 


Continued  from  page  1 
closed  at  midnight  for  the  rally.  A 
contingent  of  200  came  from 
Katrina’s  (lesbian  and  gay  bar).  1 
was  surprised  and  pleased  to  see  so 
many  women  there  because  it  is 
not  a  women’s  issue,”  Bearchell 
said. 

Bearchell  discussed  the  motives 
behind  the  raid.  “An  election  is 
coming  up,  and  the  debate  on  the 
Human  Rights  code  is  about  to 
take  place.  The  New  Democratic 
Party  and  the  Liberal  Party  have 
already  reneged  on  their 
commitments  to  fight  for  inclusion 
of  sexual  orientation  in  the 
Human  Rights  code.  The  ‘new 
right’  here  has  been  very  vocal  and 
these  parties  are  afraid  of  losing 
elections  by  taking  up  the  issue.  I 
think  the  raids  are  part  of  a 
Conservative  Party  strategy  to 
force  the  other  two  parties  to 
defend  gay  rights.  The  public  will 
see  these  parties  defending  found- 
ins  at  a  bawdy  house,  and  will  give 


the  Conservative  Party,  presently 
a  minority  government,  the 
majority  they  hope  for. 

“Also  linked  with  this  is  a  CBC 
90  monute  documentary  on  gay 
people  broadcasted  in  Jan.  called, 
‘Sharing  the  Secret,’  It’s  a 
90-minute  study  in  self-oppression 
—  the  message  is  that  straights 
should  not  hate  gays  but  feel  sorry 
for  them.  Only  one  gay  activist 
was  shown  in  the  whole  program, 
and  he  was  used  for  a  tour  of  the 
parks,  baths  and  bars. 

“First  there  were  the  municipal 
elections  last  fall  in  which  gays  got 
creamed.  Then  all  our  fair- 
weather  friends  like  the  NDP  dived 
out  on  the  sexual  orientation 
clause  in  the  Human  Rights  Code. 
Then,  before  the  provincial 
election  was  called  for  April  19, 
the  documentary  was  shown.  And, 
after  the  election  was  called  —  the 
raids.  The  situation  here  has  a 
definite  conspiratorial  flavour.” 


Women’s  Rights  Day 


Continued  from  page  3 
increase  awareness  around  certain 
issues  such  as  the  Human  Life 
Amendment  (HLA). 

Women  then  attended  Congres¬ 
sional  Oversight  hearings  dealing 
with  issues  such  as  Social  Security, 
health  and  older  women. 

At  noontime,  there  was  a  rally 
with  speakers  including  Bella 
Abzug,  Shirley  Chisholm,  Barbara 
Mikulski,  Gloria  Steinem  and 
Mary  Tyler  Moore. 

In  the  afternoon,  participants 
met  with  their  representatives  and 


Hinson 


Continued  from  page  3 
years,  the  Capitol  Police  obliging¬ 
ly  make  a  few  arrests,  and  things 
quiet  down  for  a  few  weeks.  Little 
did  they  know  that  this  time  they’d 
snare  a  member  of  Congress. 

After  a  short  quiet  period,  the 
action  resumes  for  the  rest  of  the 
Congressional  term.  One  Wash¬ 
ington  source  characterized  this 
men’s  room  as  a  “whorehouse.” 
The  men’s  room  in  the  Library  of 
Congress  is  also  reputed  to  be 
cruisy. 

As  to  an  explanation  why  it  is 
that  the  two  most  recent  capital 
homosex  scandels  have  involved 
right-wing  Republican  men  (Hin¬ 
son  and  Bauman),  Frank  said: 
“Those  people  most  hung  up 
about  sex  usually  get  into  trouble 
with  it.” 

Frank  Kameny  said:  “This  is  the 


Anti-Racist  Demo 
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mailing  list  for  upcoming  events. 
The  two  black  couples,  however, 
were  stopped  and  asked  if  they 
were  members.  Although  Circles  is 
not  a  members-only  bar,  they  were 
told  to  fill  out  extensive 
membership  application  forms 
and  wait  three  to  four  weeks  for  a 
reply.  Meanwhile,  according  to 
BWMT,  they  were  curtly  told  not 
to  block  the  doorway r- 

Eight  witnesses  to  the  incident 
filed  discrimination  charges 
against  Circles  with  the  New  York 
State  Division  of  Human  Rights. 
Members  of  BWMT  then  arranged 
a  meeting  with  one  of  the  bar’s 
owners,  Charles  Scaglioni,  to 
discuss  the  bar’s  door  policy. 
When  the  BWMT  members  called 
to  confirm  their  appointment, 
they  were  told  that  Scaglioni  was 
in  Puerto  Rico.  The  meeting  never 
took  place. 

BWMT  then  called  for  the 
demonstration.  Shortly  after  it 
began,  two  BWMT  members  were 
asked  into  the  bar  to  negotiate 
their  demands  with  the  manager. 
The  demands  were  that  Circles 
would  pledge  in  writing  to  BWMT 
a  non-discriminatory  door  policy; 
cease  the  use  of  courtesy  cards  at 
the  door;  send  a  letter  of  apology 
to  the  four  black  men  refused 
entrance;  and  make  a  contribution 
to  an  anti-racist  gay  organization 
chosen  by  BWMT  equal  to  $500  or 


one  night’s  take. 

The  management  of  Circles 
accepted  all  of  the  demands. 

After  receipt  of  the  written 
nondiscrimination  pledge  from  the 
bar’s  lawyer,  Bernard  Kenny, 
BWMT  canceled  a  followup 
demonstration  planned  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  night  and  dropped  the 
charges  filed  with  the  Human 
Rights  Division. 

“We  apologize  for  the  incident 
that  happened,”  Circles  manager 
Papatonis  told  the  demonstrators 
after  the  agreement  was  reached. 
“You  are  all  welcome  to  come  in 
for  a  drink  on  the  house.” 

He  added  that  the  doorman  and 
the  manager  who  were  on  duty  at 
the  time  of  the  incident  had  been 
fired. 

The  incident  was  similar  to  one 
that  took  place  at  the  Duchess,  a 
lesbian  bar  in  Greenwich  Village, 
last  fall.  The  Duchess  turned  away 
a  group  of  black  women  on  the 
grounds  that  they  did  not  have 
sufficient  identification.  Salsa 
Soul  subsequently  sponsored  sev¬ 
eral  demonstrations  outside  the 
bar  and  received  an  apology  from 
the  management. 

BWMT’s  Circles  action  was  the 
first  in  its  discrimination  docu¬ 
mentation  project.  It  plans  to 
target  other  bars  in  Manhattan 
accused  of  discrimation  and  to 
conduct  similar  protest  actions. 


Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


HOW  TO  FALL 
OUT  OF  LOVE 


A  10-week  problem-solving  group 
for  gay  men  and  women  who  have 
recently  separated  from  a  lover 
and/or  who  want  to  learn  skills  for 
building  new  relationships. 

The  group  will  be  led  by  gay 
professional  therapists. 

For  more  information,  please  call 

Behavior  Associates  of  Boston: 


senators.  The  emphasis  was  placed 
on  asking  questions  and  determin¬ 
ing  their  thoughts  and  positions  on 
the  issues.  Several  women  told 
GCN  that  some  legislators  seemed 
unaware  of  the  implications  of  the 
HLA.  Said  Denise  Fuge,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  New  York  City  chapter 
of  NOW,  “Quite  a  few  of  them 
were  going  to  vote  for  it.  Many 
seemed  surprised  that  it  would  be 
anti-birth  control.” 

When  asked  by  GCN  if  the  lack 
of  familiarity  with  some  of  the 
Continued  on  page  13 


first  time  we  have  heard  of  such  an 
arrest  of  a  Congressman  like  this  in 
Washington.  It’s  generally  ac¬ 
cepted  that  heterosexual  Con¬ 
gressmen  have  been  carrying  on  in 
their  private  offices  with  women, 
especially  late  at  night.  It  was  just 
incredibly  poor  judgement  on 
Hinson’s  part  to  get  involved  in 
that  public  men’s  room.” 

As  to  the  repercussions  of  this 
arrest  on  the  lesbian  and  gay  civil 
rights  efforts  in  the  U.S.  Congress,. 
Steve  Endean  said:  “It  can’t  be 
estimated  what  the  long-term  ef¬ 
fects  may  be.  But  in  the  short 
term,  I  expect  it  will  be  much  more 
difficult  to  get  co-sponsors  for  the 
Weiss-Waxman-Frank  bill.”  The 
lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights  bill 
currently  has  34  co-sponsors 
in  the  new  Congress. 


home  improvement  loan. 


Mutual  Bank  For  Savings  can  help 
you  get  the  money  you  need  to  make 
your  home  improvement  dreams  a 
reality.  Our  Equity  Loan  lets  you  cash 
in  on  the  mortgage  payments  you’ve 
been  making  and  use  the  money  for 
repainting,  adding  more  room,  energy 
saving  improvements*  or  whatever 
your  home  needs.  You’ll  have  the  cash 
you  need  (maximum  of  $25,000)  and 
up  to  15  years  to  repay. 

Member  FDIC 

*Ask  about  our  discount  on  energy  related  loans. 


At  Mutual  Bank  For  Savings  we 
believe  in  reinvesting  in  your 
community¬ 
beginning  with  your 
home.  Call  or  stop 
by  for  full  details. 


rri  MUTUAL 
rZ  IBANK 

11  REDi  offices  in  the  Newtons,  Needham,  Waltham, 
Wellesley,  Wayland,  and  downtown  Boston. 

969-7500 


FishorTravel  367-3490 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc. 
Harry  A.  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 
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Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 
Hans  Ebensten 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


Alcoholism  In  Our  Community 


Interview  With  Ron  Skinner  of  H 


By  Margie  Cohen 

The  following  is  an  interview  with  Ron  Skinner,  director 
of  the  Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment  Service  (HATS)  in 
Boston.  January  of  each  year  is  designated  as  National 
Alcohol  Awareness  Month  and  HATS  sets  aside  this 
month  to  do  outreach  to  promote  consciousness  of 
alcohol  issues  to  the  public.  I  began  my  interview  by 
asking  Ron  why  outreach  is  important. 

A  problem  has  been  that  a  lack  of  alcohol  awareness  has 
kept  mar/  people  from  getting  treatment;  this  is  something 
I’d  like  to  see  changed.  What  I  try  to  emphasize  each  year 
is  that  of  all  terminal  illnesses,  alcoholism  is  the  one  that 
people  don't  have  to  die  from.  Alcoholism  is  a  terminal 
illness  if  untreated.  Generally  the  prognosis  is  better  if  it  is 
arrested  in  the  earlier  stages,  though  that  is  not  to  say  that 
later  stage  alcoholism  is  not  treatable.  Every  year  in  Boston 
many  lesbians  and  gay  men  die  directly  or  indirectly  as  a 
result  of  alcoholism  and  we  don’t  hear  about  it.  When  was 
the  last  time  you  read  an  obituary  that  said  someone  died  of 
alcoholism?  The  polite  euphemism  for  alcoholism  in 
obituaries  is  "after  a  long  illness." 

There  are  urgent  alcohol  awareness  issues  for  the  lesbian/ 
gay  community.  It  would  seem  that  as  segments  of  other 
minority  groups  are  self-destructing  through  drug  use,  many 
gays  and  lesbians  are  doing  the  same  through  alcohol,  as 
well  as  other  drugs.  There  is  a  high  incidence  of  alcoholism 
among  lesbians  and  gays;  few  people  would  quarrel  with 
that.  And  it’s  axiomatic  that  where  there  is  a  high  incidence 
of  alcoholism,  there  is  a  correspondingly  high  denial  factor 
in  the  community. 

We  must  become  alcohol  aware,  as  we  must  become 
alcoholism  aware.  If  any  of  the  more  acceptable  medical 
conditions  such  as  high  blood  pressure  were  as  prevalent  in 
the  gay  community  as  alcoholism  is,  I’m  sure  we  would  see 
all  segments  of  the  community  rallying  behind  the  cause. 

But  because  it’s  alcoholism,  which  is  fraught  with  so  many 
emotional  considerations,  we  do  what  most  people  do,  we 
try  to  avoid  dealing  with  it  until  we  have  no  choice  but  to  do 
so,  or  we  wait  until  the  problem  goes  away,  like  when 
somebody  dies. 

Alcohol  awareness  in  our  community  will  lead  to  earlier 
recognition  of  alcohol  problems,  which  will  subsequently 
lead  to  earlier  treatment  and  saved  lives  and  a  better  quality 
of  life  for  us  as  individuals  and  as  a  people. 

Is  it  true  that  one  third  of  the  lesbian/gay  population  is 
alcoholic? 

I  would  not  say  that  one  third  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  are 
alcoholics  as  some  have  said,  but  I  would  say  that  one  third 
are  alcohol  or  drug  dependent  or  both,  or  are  at  high  risk  for 
one  or  both.  One  problem  in  trying  to  determine  how  many 
people  in  any  group  are  alcoholic  has  to  do  with  the 
definition  of  “alcoholism”  itself.  Definitions  abound,  but 
suffice  it  to  say  that  people  who  have  problems  in  their  lives 
because  of  drinking  alcohol  are  called  “alcoholics.” 

Does  this  problem  relate  to  the  role  of  the  bars  in  our 
community? 

The  bars  need  to  be  considered  a  factor  for  some.  After  all, 
the  primary  purpose  of  a  bar  is  to  sell  liquor  to  customers. 
And  in  order  to  remain  in  business,  a  bar  must  be  able  to  do 
that  quite  well.  For  some  customers,  who  knows  how  many, 
this  leads  quickly  or  slowly  to  alcoholism. 

Some  bar  managers  are  sensitive  to  the  social  role  of  the 


bar  and  the  real  need  of  their  customers.  These  bars  serve 
coffee  and  soft  drinks  at  reasonable  prices.  I  respect  bar 
management  that  makes  alternatives  to  alcohol  readily 
available  for  customers  who,  for  whatever  reason,  choose 
not  to  use  alcohol. 

People  can  do  a  lot  of  things  to  insure  that  bar  management 
provide  non-alcoholic  beverage  choices  for  their  patrons. 
Many  times  the  owners  and  managements  are  easily 
accessible  —  especially  in  many  of  the  women’s  bars.  In 
other  bars  the  management  may  not  be  as  accessible.  In 
these  bars,  one  can  talk  to  the  bartenders  to  find  out  who 
the  owners  or  managers  are.  You  can  then  talk  to  the 
management  directly  or  write  them  a  letter.  It  would  be  wise 
for  organizations  to  contact  the  management  because 
organizations  tend  to  reflect  a  mood  or  trend  in  the 
community  and  may  carry  with  it  more  weight  than  an 
individual.  One  can  write  a  letter  beginning:  “We  the 

members  of _ are  concerned  about  alcohol 

problems  in  our  community  and  recognize  the  need  of  our 
members  to  socialize  in  an  environment  with  non-alcoholic 
beverage  choices.  WeTherefore  request  that  your  bar 
provide  coffee,  tea,  juice,  milk  and  soft  drinks  at  reasonable 
prices  . . .” 

I  like  to  recognize  that  the  bars  may  be  a  factor  in  lesbian/ 
gay  alcoholism  but  let’s  not  use  that  as  a  simple  answer  to  a 
very  complex  question.  For  many  people  their  bar  is  in  their 
home  but  that  does  not  mean  that  having  a  bar  in  your 
home  is  a  cause  of  alcoholism. 

What  exactly  is  an  alcoholic?  How  can  I  tell  if  a  friend  is 
alcoholic? 

Generally  speaking,  an  alcoholic  is  someone  who  continues 
to  drink  even  though  there  are  social,  psychological,  or 
medical  reasons  not  to  drink.  For  instance,  if  someone  loses 
a  friend  or  lover  because  of  drinking,  and  that  person 
continues  to  drink,  you  can  be  sure  they  are  an  alcoholic. 
Alcohol  can  have  the  effect  of  impeding  the  coming  out 
process.  Many  people  use  alcohol  to  suppress  the  stress  of 
coming  out.  They  may  also  use  it  to  suppress  anger  towards 
people  and  institutions  which  oppress  them.  Such  use  of 
alcohol  interferes  with  emotional  growth  and  therefore,  I 
feel,  it  is  destructive. 

Very  often,  the  fact  that  persons  around  the  drinker  express 
their  concern  about  her/his  drinking  is  enough  to  indicate 
that  alcoholism  is  probably  present.  Obviously,  alcoholism  is 
a  lot  easier  to  detect  in  the  later  stages  than  it  is  in  the 
earlier  stages.  In  short,  I  would  have  to  say  that  if  you  are 
concerned  about  someone  else’s  drinking,  there  is  a 
problem  there  that  calls  for  attention.  At  that  point,  one 
should  seek  either  professional  help  or  help  from  someone 
who  has  been  there,  such  as  an  AlAnon  member  or  go  to  an 
AlAnon  meeting  [AlAnon  is  an  organization  for  friends  and 
relatives  of  alcoholics.]  We  can  spend  a  lot  of  time  trying  to 
figure  out  whether  someone  is  an  alcoholic  and  can  find  a 
hundred  rationalizations  to  prove  they’re  not.  The  time  to  act 
is  when  you  feel  the  pain. 

What  is  a  co-alcoholic? 

The  co-alcoholic  used  to  be  called  the  “enabler.”  The 
enabler  is  one  who  aids  and  abets,  who  enables  the 
alcoholic’s  drinking.  For  instance,  the  lover  who  calls  his/her 
lover’s  employer  to  say  s/he  has  the  flu  when  s/he  really  has 
a  hangover  and  won’t  be  reporting  to  work  today.  The 
enabler  handles  the  consequences  of  the  alcoholic’s 
drinking,  thus  sparing  the  alcoholic  his/her  own 


Resources  For  Gay  And  Lesbian  Alcoholics  And  Their  Friends  (Most  are  in  the  Boston  area  and  unless  other¬ 
wise  listed,  all  phone  numbers  have  (617)  area  codes.) 

A.I.R.  (Alcohol  Information  and  Referral)  (524-7884)  information  and  referral  assistance  24  hours  a  day. 

AlAnon  (1-843-5300)  information  about  relating  to  alcoholics  and  AlAnon  meetings.  This  organization  is  for  people  who 
are  affected  by  others’  drinking. 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  (AA)  (426-9444)  information  about  alcoholism  and  AA  meetings.  They  will  put  alcoholics 
seeking  help  in  touch  with  other  gay  alcoholics. 

Alcoholics  Together,  meets  Monday  through  Friday  in  room  842  and  Saturday  in  room  831,  from  12:00-1:00  p.m.  at  80 
Boylston  St.  in  Boston.  The  group  is  a  discussion  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Amethyst  Women  (876-0358,  ask  for  Liz)  sponsors  alcohol  and  drug  free  events  for  alcoholic  lesbians  and  their 
friends. 

Atlantic  Nutrition  Association  (720-0693)  nutritional  counseling  and  education. 

Cambridge  City  Hospital  Alcoholism  Treatment  Program,  Cahill  Building,  third  floor,  Alcoholism  Education  Group, 
7:00-8:00  p.m.  on  Tuesdays  and  10:30-11:30  a  m.  on  Thursdays.  This  is  a  women’s  discussion  group.  Women  counsel¬ 
ors  are  also  available  at  the  Alcoholism  Emergency  Walk-In  Service.  The  Walk-In  Service  is  open  Monday  through 
Friday  from  9:00-5:00. 

Caspar  Program,  a  support  group  for  lesbians  in  the  Boston  area,  meets  Thursdays  6:30-8:00  p.m.  For  information  and 
locations  call  864-1634. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  (267-7573)  general  medical  care  and  specialized  services.  (542-5188) 

Gay/Lesbian  Hotline  (426-9371)  6  p.m.  to  midnight,  Mon-Fri.  Information  about  gay,  lesbian,  and  gay/lesbian  attended 
AA  and  AlAnon  meetings. 

Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment  Service  (HATS)  542-5188)  out-patient  services  for  gay/lesbian  problem  drinkers, 
alcoholics  and  their  friends.  Individual  and  group  treatment,  alcohol  education,  career  development. 

Lesbians  Whose  Lives  Have  Been  Affected  By  Another’s  Drinking  meets  6:00-8:00  p.m.  on  Wednesdays,  20  Sacra¬ 
mento  St.,  Cambridge. 

Mother’s  Group,  meets  7:00-8:00  p.m.  Wednesdays,  69  Putnam  Ave.,  Cambridge.  Childcare  provided. 

National  Association  of  Gay  Alcoholism  Professionals,  (NAGAP),  P.0  Box  375,  Oakland,  NJ  07436 

Study  Group  (12  Step),  for  lesbians/gay  males  who  are  recovering  alcoholics  and  who  in  some  way  work  in  the  alcohol 

field.  Mondays,  8-9:30  p.m.,  80  Boylston  St.,  Boston. 

Universal  Alcoholism  Services  Inc.  (80  Boylston  St.,  Suite  855,  Boston),  a  non-profit  organization  seeking  to  open  a 
half-way  house  for  gay  male  and  lesbian  alcoholics. 

Women’s  Alcoholism  Program  (661-1316)  a  comprehensive  alcohol  program  for  women  including  in-patient  and  out¬ 
patient  care,  plus  education  programs  and  a  weekly  alcoholism  group  for  lesbians. 
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consequences.  The  concept  of  “the  enabler”  seems  to 
blame  the  other  person  for  the  alcoholic’s  drinking.  The 
concept  of  “co-alcoholic”  is  so  much  more  inclusive.  The 
fact  is  that  the  people  close  to  the  alcoholic  become 
affected  by  the  drinking  and  develop  symptoms  of  their  own. 
For  instance,  the  friend  of  an  alcoholic  will  make  excuses 
for  the  drinking:  “She’s  been  hassled  in  court  by  her  ex- 
husband,”  "Fie  was  passed  over  again  for  promotion.”  This 
denial  on  the  part  of  the  co-alcoholic  is  one  of  the  co¬ 
alcoholic’s  symptoms. 

Anyone  can  be  a  co-alcoholic.  Usually  the  co-alcoholic  is 
someone  who  cares  about  the  alcoholic:  a  lover,  friend, 
employer,  or  family  member.  Anyone  who  is  close,  who 
cares,  and  who  tries  to  protect  the  drinker  from  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  drinking  is  a  co-alcoholic.  The  co-alcoholic 
becomes  quite  sick  when  s/he  becomes  invested  in  the  role 
as  helper  to  the  alcoholic  and  consciously  or  not,  the 
thought  of  the  alcoholic  stopping  drinking  becomes 
intolerable. 

What  services  does  HATS  provide? 

Presently  the  primary  service  we  provide  is  counseling,  both 
individual  and  group  counseling.  In  the  past  we  have 
provided  alcohol  education  and  we  recently  began  an  on¬ 
going  education  group.  In  a  less  formal  way  we  offer 
information  and  referral  by  telephone.  We  want  to  become  a 
comprehensive  information  center  for  lesbian/gay 
alcoholism  materials.  We  are  currently  collecting 
information  about  gay  and  lesbian  AA  and  AlAnon  meetings 
around  New  England.  We  also  do  training  in  alcoholism 
agencies,  and  are  developing  an  advisory  board  so  our 
future  development  can  come  from  the  community. 

Do  you  have  plans  for  expanding  services  or  changing 
them  in  the  future? 

We  plan  to  expand  the  volume  of  services:  we  are  hoping  to 
add  two  counseling  groups  this  month  along  with  the 
education  group.  We  plan  especially  to  increase  services  to 
lesbians.  One  of  the  new  groups  will  be  for  lesbian 
alcoholics  who  have  stopped  drinking  within  the  past  year; 
that  will  include  those  who  have  just  stopped.  We  will  never 
be  able  to  serve  the  numbers  of  people  who  need  these  kind 
of  services,  but  I  do  want  to  see  that  our  services  are 
utilized  as  much  by  lesbians  as  they  are  by  gay  men. 

I  would  like  to  see  us  doing  more  with  co-alcoholics,  and  I 
would  like  to  provide  more  services  for  recovering 
alcoholics.  Stopping  drinking  is  just  the  beginning  of 
recovery.  We’re  thinking  of  doing  a  workshop  on  nutrition  for 
recovering  alcoholics. 

What  can  other  gay  people  do  to  help  deal  with  alcohol 
problems  in  our  own  community? 

Well,  the  best  thing  anyone  can  do  is  to  be  informed.  During 
alcohol  awareness  month  the  media  provided  a  lot  of 
information  about  alcohol  and  alcoholism.  One  can  talk 
about  it  with  friends,  read  AA  and  AlAnon  literature  in 
particular,  go  to  open  AA  and  AlAnon  meetings.  You  learn 
best  about  alcoholism  from  alcoholics  and  the  people  close 
to  them. 

The  worst  thing  anyone  can  do  to  an  alcoholic  they  care 
about  is  to  pretend  that  the  problem  isn’t  there,  or  that  if  it’s 
ignored,  it  might  get  better.  If  an  alcoholic  continues  to 
drink,  things  just  don’t  get  better.  They  always  get  worse. 

Alcoholism  I] 
And  Gay  Youth 

By  Larry  Austin 

Alcoholism  is  classified  by  the  American  Medical  Asso¬ 
ciation  as  a  progressive  and  incurable  disease,  the 
primary  treatment  for  which  is  total  and  continued  abstin¬ 
ence  from  alcohol.  The  disease  of  alcoholism  respects 
neither  class,  nor  race,  nor  sex.  The  urban  gutter  drunk 
and  the  suburbanite  compelled  to  drink  vodka  martinis, 
suffer  from  the  same  disease. 

While  certain  theorists  in  the  field  are  reluctant  to  admit 
the  possibility  of  adolescent  alcoholism,  the  hesitation 
would  seem  to  be  more  socially  than  factually  determined. 
The  fact  is  that  young  people  in  growing  numbers  can  and 
do  suffer  the  whole  range  of  alcohol  misery,  from  physical 
compulsion  and  bodily  damage  to  the  mental  obsession  to 
drink,  to  cease  to  feel,  and  sometimes,  in  suicide,  to  die. 

A  19-year-old  alcoholic,  sober  several  months,  said  that 
many  gay  youth  have  the  false  assumption  that  they  are 
too  young  to  be  an  alcoholic.  Other  aspects  of  the 
problem  of  alcoholism  among  gay  youth  reinforce  that 
false  assumption.  This  makes  the  problem  especially 
difficult.  Society’s  reluctance  to  admit  the  possibility  of 
adolescent  alcoholism,  coupled  with  the  attitude  that 
teenage  homosexuality  is  a  phase  within  a  heterosexual 
adjustment,  have  aided  in  the  disavowal  of  the  special 
needs  of  gay  youth  in  general,  and  the  alcoholic  in 
particular.  Flomophobia  and  the  sexual  uncertainties  of 
adolescence  come  together  to  prevent  many  from  coming  , 
out.  As  a  result,  young  gay  alcoholics  have  been  largely 
invisible. 


Those  who  are  among  the  most  visible  of  the  gay  youth 
/ith  alcohol  problems  are  the  street  hustlers.  About  two 
nonth  ago  I  spoke  with  a  youth  advocate  who  works 
irimarily  with  hustlers.  Most  of  the  young  men  he  works 
vith  are  16  to  18  years  old,  although  some  are  as  young 
is  13  and  one  as  old  as  29.  Some  have  left  home  to 
:ome  to  the  city  to  live  in  the  street  or  live  with  "johns” 

>r  lovers  or  friends;  others  lie  to  get  out  of  the  house  and 
nake  it  back  home  each  night.  A  few,  from  wealthier 
amilies,  have  been  set  up  by  parents  in  their  own 
ipartments. 

The  youth  advocate  told  me  that  “some  kids  are  down 
here  for  survival  —  they  need  money  to  live  on.  Then 
here  are  those  who  live  at  home  and  are  hustling  for  the 
3xtra  money.  Most  of  them  are  also  down  there  to  be  with 
Dne  another,  to  develop  a  sense  of  community.” 

Some  of  the  young  men  that  he  sees  “drink  a  lot.” 

Most  of  them  are  doing  alcohol  and/or  drugs:  mescaline, 
cocaine,  valium,  quaaludes,  etc. 

Dr.  Richard  Hanish,  clinical  consultant  at  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Bay  Counseling  Center,  talked  about  a  dramatic 
general  up-swing  in  "poly-drug"  use  among  adolescents 
in  which  alcohol  is  usually  a  component.  Dr.  Hanish 
characterized  this  situation  as  "horrendously  dangerous." 
An  effect  called  “potentiation"  (a  non-toxic  dose  of 
alcohol,  coupled  with  a  non-toxic  dose  of  some  other 
depressant)  can  make  alcohol  and  drug  use  potentially 
lethal. 

With  hustlers,  drug  use,  often  combined  with  drinking,  is 
rampant.  “I  might  emphasize  that  the  kids  are  really 
fucked  up  with  drugs,”  the  youth  advocate  said.  "Drug 
dealers  come  down  with  suitcases  and  unload  on  the 
street  because  the  kids  have  a  lot  of  money  and  a  lot  of 
time  on  their  hands.” 

Also,  in  bars,  many  bartenders  look  the  other  way,  if 
they  can,  on  underage  drinking.  The  reasons  for  the 
bartenders’  willingness  to  serve  minors  is  less  clear  than 
the  financial  motivation  for  pushers,  some  of  whom  are 
admittedly  trying  to  support  their  own  habits.  Bartenders 
may  be  truly  indifferent  to  underaged  drinking,  yet  it  would 
seem  that  the  unchallenged  presence  of  young  men  and 
boys  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  bars.  Those  looking  for 
sex  with  young  people  know  where  to  go.  It  seems  unlikely 
that  this  situation  is  governed  entirely  by  chance. 

The  situation  in  the  bars  is  not  a  very  recent 
phenomenon.  Harold  (not  his  real  name),  a  20-year-old  gay 
alcoholic,  who  never  had  a  legal  drink  and  has  become 
sober  through  Alcoholics  Anonymous  over  seven  months, 
began  his  bar  drinking  at  age  15  in  the  Combat  Zone  of 
Boston.  According  to  another  sober  gay  alcoholic,  who  is 
36,  fifteen  years  ago  the  bar  scene  "was  it”  for  a  young 
gay  person.  “It  was  almost  expected  that  you’d  become  a 
hustler  or  a  drag  queen,"  he  said. 

While  some  of  the  expectations  about  gay  youth  may  be 
changing,  including  a  growing  awareness  among  service 
agencies  that  such  people  exist,  the  social  resources  have 
not  altered  very  much.  The  bars  are  still  very  nearly  “it.” 
The  dearth  of  alcohol-free  spaces,  felt  in  the  gay 
community  at  large,  is  realized  more  intensely  among 
young  gays,  most  of  whom  live  with  their  parents  and 
cannot  socialize  as  openly  gay  persons  in  their  homes  or 
community. 

This  situation  manifests  in  a  “unique  social  setup”  for 
gay  kids,  explains  Ed  Roche  of  the  Massachusetts  Adoles¬ 
cent  and  Family  Services,  an  organization  providing  social 
services  to  adolescents  excluded  from  mainstream 
support.  According  to  Roche,  the  “adult-oriented  social 
outlets”  of  gay  youth  cause  them  a  higher  degree  of 
adolescent  frustration  than  their  straight  counterparts. 
While  “a  straight  kid  can’t  sneak  out  to  a  straight  bar,  a 
gay  kid  can  sneak  out  to  a  gay  bar,”  Roche  said. 

Roche  made  it  clear  that  he  was  speaking  not  about  a 
pattern  of  substance  abuse,  per  se,  but  rather  about  a 
situation  that  makes  the  outlet  of  bars  available  sooner  to 
gay  youth.  Inside  the  bars  is  an  adult  world  where  the 
adolescent  pressure  to  grow  up  fast  is  increased. 

Ron  Wozniak,  a  therapist  at  the  Homophile  Community 


Health  Service  (a  gay  and  lesbian  counseling  service  in 
Boston)  calls  being  an  adolescent  “a  life  of  frustration.” 
Teenagers  are  constantly  being  faced  by  new  situations 
and  responsibilities  with  which  they  have  had  no  previous 
experience.  Their  awareness  of  their  own  sexuality  is 
increasing  at  the  same  time  that  society  refuses  to 
acknowledge  them  as  sexual  beings.  Also,  adolescence  is 
a  time  “intense  with  fears  of  rejection”  resulting  in  what 
Wozniak  calls  “anticipatory  anxiety:  a  negative  projection 
of  a  given  situation  that  presupposes  that  one  is  doomed 
to  the  feared  outcome.” 

For  gay  youth,  however,  the  confusions  and  conflicts  of 
adolescence,  while  largely  the  same  as  their  straight 
counterparts,  are  heightened  by  the  further  strictures 
society  places  upon  them.  It  is  hard  for  them  to-date 
members  of  their  own  sex  and  learn  the  inter-personal 
skills  dating  makes  possible.  Their  simultaneous  need  to 
be  dependent  upon  and  independent  of  their  parents  is 
aggravated  by  the  projected  knowledge  that  they  would  be 
rejected  by  the  parents  if  their  sexuality  were  known. 

Their  most  violently  growing  physical  and  psychological 
urge  is  denied  as  a  phase  on  one  hand  and  condemned 
as  a  sin  on  the  other. 

For  these,  among  other  reasons,  gay  teenagers  have 
reason  to  be  uncommonly  angry.  Wozniak  points  out  how 
the  need  to  control  anger  can  be  a  large  factor  in 
adolescent  drinking.  A  cycle  takes  form  in  which  anger 
produces  guilt,  which  in  turn  produces  more  anger,  more 
guilt,  and  so  on.  If  the  pain  of  this  downward  spiral 
becomes  intolerable,  and  alcohol  or  drugs  are  discovered 
as  a  way  of  avoiding  it,  a  pattern  of  such  chemical 
avoidance  may  be  quickly  established. 

Dr.  John  Carper  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital’s  (BCH) 
Adolescent  Center  stated  that  many  young  people 
“progress  into  problem  drinking  with  little  or  no 
experience  of  social  drinking.” 

A  19-year-old  alcoholic  member  of  a  local  gay  youth 
group,  for  instance,  when  asked  if  the  suspected  higher 
incidence  of  alcoholism  among  gays  held  also  for  gay 
youth,  answered  that  he  thought  it  did.  "Gay  kids  have  a 
lot  more  to  repress,”  he  said.  “They  feel  a  greater  need 


for  acceptance.”  Those  whose  peer  group  is  largely 
straight  find  it  easier  “to  repress  their  sexuality  while 
drinking.” 

Gay  youth  drink  for  the  same  reasons  that  other  youth 
drink,  but  there  are  some  important  qualifications  to  be 
made.  Adolescence  is  a  time  of  same-sex  social 
involvement,  and  80%of  all  young  people  drink  with  their 
peers.  Yet  while  this  structure  of  adolescent  society  may 
nurture  occasional  homosexual  activity,  the  absence  of 
self-defined  gay  peers  would  seem  to  be  a  factor  in 
increasing  the  alienation  of  openly  gay  youth. 

Again  and  again,  both  gay  and  straight  members  of 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  (AA)  define  alcoholism  as  "the 
lonely  disease,”  comprised  of  feeling  isolated,  different, 
unique  and  unwanted.  AA  members  also  talk  consistently 
of  fears  of  rejection  and  intense  self-loathing. 

Gay  youth  appear  set-up  to  be  especially  susceptible  to 
these  emotions.  Harold  came  out  as  gay  in  high  school 
and  says  that  he  got  “a  lot  of  shit"  for  it.  He  had  been 
“hassled,"  he  said,  "since  the  sixth  grade."  After 
discovering  the  adult  world  of  the  bars  at  age  15,  his 
drinking  progressed  rapidly  into  alcoholism. 

Harold  knew  he  was  gay  at  14.  Shortly  after  coming  out 
he  found,  in  the  bars,  a  degree  of  acceptance  and  a 
sense  of  community;  a  place  where  he  “could  go  and  be 
himself.”  Drugs  and  alcohol  helped  in  making  him  "happy- 
go-lucky,”  changing  his  moods  and  allowing  him  not  to 
feel  depressed,  lonely  and  helpless.  They  helped  him,  too, 
to  “shut  off"  his  anger.  He  quit  school  when  he  was  16. 

At  18  he  was  hospitalized  for  hepatitis,  but  upon  being 
released  continued  to  drink  heavily.  A  second  hospitaliza¬ 
tion  shortly  after  revealed  significant  liver  damage,  and 
within  the  year  he  had  attempted  suicide  on  a 
combination  of  PCP,  THC  and  alcohol.  During  a 
subsequent  three^month  stay  in  a  psychiatric  unit,  he  was 
not  given  the  drugs  he  had  expected  to  get  there, 
although  his  doctors  seemed  unaware  of  his  alcoholism. 

On  being  released  this  time,  Harold  started  drinking 
again,  but  came  to  his  first  AA  meeting  shortly  thereafter. 
Following  a  bad  acid  trip,  which  brought  him  to 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  emergency  over  night,  he 
entered  an  alcoholic  half-way  house,  where  he  has  found 
the  support  necessary  to  keep  sober.  He  has  been 
working  for  six  months  —  longer  than  any  previous  job  — 
and  is  planning  to  move  soon  into  his  own  apartment. 

The  sense  of  community  which  Harold  found  in  the 
bars,  exists  also  among  street  hustlers.  “They’ll  help  each 
other  out,”  said  the  youth  advocate'with  whom  I  talked. 

But  the  emotional  volatility,  caused  by  alcohol  and  drugs, 
is  present  too,  affecting  huge  mood  swings  so  that,  “You 
don’t  know  quite  what  their  true  personality  is.  They’re 
always  swinging  back  and  forth.” 

The  need  of  self-identified  gay  youth  to  meet  with  their 
peers  in  a  drug-  and  alcohol-free  place  is  being  met  by 
BAGLY  (Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth).  Unlike  gay 
youtli  groups  in  the  past,  BAGLY  has  no  adult  leaders. 

The  group  is  responsible  for  itself  and  welcomes  a  diverse 
population  from  street  youth  to  suburban  kids,  in  a  warm 
environment  which  accepts  them  as  both  young  and  gay. 

The  pressures  to  be  grown  up,  evident  in  the  bars,  and 
the  prohibitions  against  sexuality  at  home  and  in  society 
at  large  are  both,  equally,  absent  at  BAGLY. 

While  talking  to  a  member  in  BAGLY’s  recently 
acquired  Tremont  Street  space,  a  16-year-old  lesbian 
came  in  and  yelled  excitedly,  “I  got  it."  What  she  had  got 
was  a  job,  through  one  of  her  recently  acquired  friends  in 
the  group. 

"That’s  what  we  fall  back  on  most  of  the  time  — 
ourselves,"  she  explained. 

According  to  Dr.  Carper  at  BCH,  there  is  an  "anti¬ 
adolescent  bias  in  this  society.”  Gay  youth  appear  to  be 
doubly  jeopardized  by  it.  They  are  damned  as  teenagers 
and  damned  again  as  gay.  Even  among  gays  there  is  little 
support  for  a  place  like  BAGLY.' The  general  bias  and  fear 
of  adolescents  appears  deepened  in  the  gay  community 
by  a  fear  of  legal  resprisals  and  stigmatization  that 


Continued  on  page  13 


ALCOHOL-FREE  SPACES 

By  Margie  Cohen  and  Janet  Smeltz 
Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment  Service 

In  a  time  when  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  developing  an  astonishing  array  of  services  for  our  community,  it  is 
both  informative  and  distressing  to  note  that  there  is  still  a  great  need  for  so  basic  a  service  as  the  alcohol-free 
space.  One  of  the  fundamental  reasons  that  gays  remain  isolated  in  this  society  is  due  to  the  scarcity  of  places 
for  us  to  meet  and  socialize.  The  bars  provide  one  answer  to  this,  but  for  the  person  who  chooses  not  to  drink, 
the  bars  are  an  inadequate  choice.  The  women’6  community  has  begun  addressing  this  problem  by  providing 
alcohol-free  spaces  as  an  alternative  to  socializing  in  bars.  An  alcohol-free  space  is  simply  an  environment 
where  peeople  can  come  together  socially,  whether  for  entertainment  or  just  tea  and  talk,  where  alcohol  is  not 
served.  There  are  currently  several  such  spaces  available  in  the  Boston  area: 

Oasis  Coffeehouse  —  located  in  the  Arlington  Street  Church  at  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston.  Opened  about  three  months 
ago,  is  operated  by  singer/comedienne  Maxine  Feldman.  Open  Wednesdays-Sundays  (Wed.  women  only,  Thurs.-Sat. 
open  to  everyone,  Sun.  open  performance  night).  Doors  open  at  7:30  p.m.,  close  at  8:00  when  performances  begin. 

Cost  is  $3.00,  $2.00  on  Sundays.  If  you  want  information  about  specific  shows,  or  want  to  perform  yourself,  call 
536-7050  and  leave  a  message. 

Somerville  Women’s  Center  —  located  at  38  Union  Square,  Somerville  (upstairs).  This  began  last  November  and  is  a 
women’s  space.  Any  woman  is  welcome  to  perform.  Open  Mondays  7:30-10:30  p.m.  For  information,  or  if  you  wish  to 
perform,  call  Joyce  at  623-9340. 

Amethyst  Women  —  a  collective  of  women  who  have  been  organizing  and  sponsoring  alcohol-free  and  drug-free 
events  for  alcoholic  lesbians  and  their  friends  for  several  years.  The  all-women’s  events  have  included  an  annual  New 
Year’s  Eve  dance  and  a  talent  show,  and  a  Valentine’s  Day  dance. 

A  Woman’s  Coffeehouse  Collective  —  a  group  of  women  who  are  actively  working  towards  establishing  a  coffee¬ 
house  in  the  Cambridge  area,  where  all  women  can  enjoy  a  warm  and  relaxed  atmosphere  and  where  local  artists  and 
performers  can  share  their  talents.  As  they  continue  to  look  for  a  permanent  space,  regular  fundraising  events  are 
being  held  and  are  publicized  in  local  papers. 

Dignity  —  located  in  the  Arlington  Street  Church  building  at  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston,  has  a  Game  Night  on  Wednes¬ 
days  from  7:30-10:00  p.m.  as  a  bar  alternative.  Open  to  men  and  women.  Come  play  scrabble,  monopoly,  etc. 

Although  there  are  probably  other  such  spaces  (and  we’d  appreciate  hearing  about  them),  they  only  begin  to  fill  a 
critical  need  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Perhaps  this  can  be  a  challenge  to  the  community  to  provide  such 
spaces  in  a  more  ongoing  way,  with  or  without  entertainment,  for  men  as  well  as  women.  Here  is  a  way  in  which  our 
unused  creative  fantasies  can  really  begin  to  work,  to  strengthen  and  solidify  one  of  the  weakest  links  in  the  lesbian/gay 
environmental  structure  in  our  area,  the  lack  of  alcohol-free  spaces. 
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Theater 


Woman  Of  The  Year 

With  Lauren  Bacall  and  Harry 
Guardino 

Book  By  Peter  Stone 
Music  by  John  Kander 
Lyrics  by  Fred  Ebb 
Choreography  by  Tony  Charmoli 
Directed  by  Robert  Moore 
At  the  Colonial  Theatre,  Boston, 
February  2-28 

By  Joanne  Brown 

In  1942  Katherine  Hepburn  and 
Spencer  Tracy  starred  in  a  movie 
called  Woman  Of  the  Year.  In  the 
film,  two  warring  newspaper  col¬ 
umnists  (Tess  Harding  and  Sam 
Craig)  meet  in  a  confrontation  and 
end  up  falling  in  love,  but  their 
relationship  goes  on  the  rocks 
because  Tess’s  career  leaves  no 
time  for  her  husband  and  home. 

This  film  has  been  remade  into  a 
1981  musical  starring  Lauren 
Bacall  and  Harry  Guardino,  and  it 
opened  in  Boston  in  the  First  week 
of  February.  It  is  then  scheduled  to 
be  taken  to  Detroit  before  opening 
on  Broadway.  Instead  Of  news¬ 
paper  columnists,  the  characters 
were  a  t.v.  commentator  and  a 
cartoonist. 

The  1942  film  was  a  not-so- 
subtle  piece  of  anti-feminist 
propaganda,  and  little  of  this  is 
changed  in  the  musical  in  spite  of 
its  new  trappings.  In  a  plot  that 
would  be  boring  and  redundant  if 
it  revolved  around  a  man  instead 
of  a  woman,  Tess  is  a  t.v.  com¬ 
mentator  of  the  Barbara  Walters 
type  whose  cartoonist  husband 
gets  lost  in  the  shuffle  between 
interviews  with  Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn  and  luncheons  with 
Fidel  Castro.  Even  on  their 
wedding  night,  Tess’s  career 

Concerts— 


Garbage  Of  The  Year 


interrupts  their  intimacy  when  a 
defecting  Russian  ballet  dancer 
takes  refuge  in  her  apartment. 
Eventually  Tess  is  presented  the 
Woman  of  the  Year  award,  and  in 
her  haste  to  make  arrangements, 
she  forgets  to  hire  a  babysitter  for 
their  son,  whom  she  adopted  in  an 
impulsive  and  irresponsible 
moment.  In  a  fight,  her  husband 
says  he’ll  stay  home  with  their  son, 
and  delivers  the  parting  shot: 
“What  would  they  think  if  they 
knew  the  woman  of  the  year 
wasn’t  really  a  woman  at  all?” 

When  Tess  returns  from  the 
ceremony  she  finds  both  Sam  and 
her  son  gone.  In  her  resulting  dis¬ 
tress,  she  decides  to  become  the 
housewife  Sam  really  wants.  With 
a  kitchen  set  behind  her  and 
wearing  and  apron,  she  goes  on  the 
air  to  announce  that  sha  is  leaving 
her  t.v.  show  to  become  a  real 
woman  and  stay  in  the  kitchen 
where  she  belongs. 

The  play  ends  when  Sam  runs  to 
her  and  says  he  never  wanted  her 
to  give  up  her  career,  but  just  to 
find  more  time  for  her  family. 

Perhaps  the  feminists  in  the 
audience  are  meant  to  take  com¬ 
fort  in  the  fact  that  Sam  allows  her 
to  keep  both  her  marriage  and  her 
career,  but  even  this  minor  turn¬ 
about  doesn’t  compensate  for  the 
preceding  two  hours  taking  the 
piss  out  of  the  “career  woman.” 
There  are  several“all-in-good- 
fun”  jokes  about  Tess’s  “under¬ 
developed”  breasts.  In  one  part¬ 
icular  song  and  dance  where  Bacall 
sings  “I’m  One  Of  The  Girls 
Who’s  One  Of  The  Boys,”  we  see 
Bacall  in  a  dance  mimicking  every 
macho-stereotype  stance  possible 
and  learn  from  the  song  that  what 


it  means  to  be  “one  of  the  boys”  is 
that  you  get  to  have  fun,  smoke 
cigarettes,  play  poker,  laugh 
loudly,  and  go  fishing.  The  song  is 
done  in  all  seriousness.  The 
audience  is  left  with  the  antiquated 
idea  that  a  career  woman  is  little 


but  a  man  in  drag.  • 

The  scene  where  the  couple  meet 
is  revealing.  In  the  movie  this  scene 
is  highly  seductive,  with  Hepburn 
setting  out  to  seduce  Tracy  as  an 
act  of  revenge.  In  the  play,  Tess  is 
in  he*-  office  singing  “When  I’m 


Right,  I’m  Right.”  When  Sam 
walks  into  the  office  she  takes  one 
look  at  him,  her  eyes  pop,  and  she 
changes  the  song  to  “When  I’m 
Wrong,  I’m  Wrong.”  There  is  no 
seduction. 

The  musical’s  sexism  cannot  es¬ 
cape  with  the  excuse  that  it  was 
merely  reproducing  a  dated  1942 
plot,  because  all  superficial  details 
from  the  t.v.  career  of  the  leading 
role  to  the  way  the  set  was  built 
show  a  definite  attempt  to  bring 
the  plot  into  1981.  Just  as  in  real 
life,  the  roles  may  have  changed 
and  the  technology  may  have  ad¬ 
vanced,  but  the  women  get  the 
same  old  shit. 

Another  feature  of  the  musical 
is  that  there  were  a  lot  of  slurs 
against  Germans  and  Russians. 
Entertainment  often  professes  to 
be  an  escape  from  realty  but  this 
reflection  of  the  cold-war  men¬ 
tality  and  the  film’s  anti-woman 
message  only  too  well  mirror 
reality. 

As  for  the  talent  in  this  Broad¬ 
way  show,  Lauren  Bacall  can  most 
definitely  act  but  the  performance 
as  a  whole  was  quite  ordinary  and 
the  singing  mediocre.  Nothing 
about  the  musical  stands  out  as 
original  or  particularly 
memorable. 

There  was  one  line  I  liked. 
Tess’s  secretary  (a  .  man)  an¬ 
nounces  to  the  awards  committee 
that  under  no  circumstances 
would  Tess  allow  the  song  “I  Did 
It  My  Way”  to  be  played  at  the 
ceremony.  Otherwise  I  just  felt 
nausea  at  seeing  yet  another  play 
or  movie  about  rich  people  and  the 
.01  percent  of  women  who  make  it 
to  the  top. 


Tom  Robinson  and  Stevie  B.  backstage  at  The  Paradise 

Pop  Without  Compromises 


Sector  27 

With  Tom  Robinson,  Jo  Burt, 
Stevie  B.,  Derek  Quinton 
Produced  by  Steve  Lillywhite  for 
I.R.S.  Records 
Performed  in  Boston  at  The 
Paradise,  February  4 

By  Porter  Mortell 
Sector  27  is  Jo  Burt,  Stevie  B., 
Derek  Quinton  and  Tom  Robin¬ 
son.  “Sector  27”  is  a  term  from  a 
poem  by  Allen  Ginsberg  read  at 
the  1979  National  March  for  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Rights  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  The  band  adopted  the 
term,  explained  Robinson,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  a  neutral  term,  that  peo¬ 
ple  won’t  focus  on  it,  and  will  then 
give  their  attention  to  the  band 
itself.  Since  “Sector  27”  doesn’t 
refer  specifically  to  any  one  band 
member,  attention  is  also  sup¬ 


posed  to  focus  on  the  band  as  a 
unit,  rather  than  Robinson,  the  in¬ 
dividual.  Sector  27  is,  however, 
just  as  much  Tom  Robinson’s 
band  as  The  Tom  Robinson  Band 
ever  was.  And  if  Robinson  doesn’t 
recognize  (or  admit)  it*  his  pro¬ 
moters  do  (if  only  to  sell  the  group 
better).  I.R.S. ,  Sector  27’s  Ameri¬ 
can  record  company,  prominently 
displays  Robinson’s  name  above 
the  band’s  on  the  album  sleeve. 
Concert  promoters  bill  Sector  27’s 
performances  as  “Tom  Robin¬ 
son’s  Sector  27.”  And  Sector  27  is 
always  described  in  the  rock  press 
as  “Tom  Robinson’s  new  band.” 

Not  only  is  the  band  new,  but  a 
new  Tom  Robinson  fronts  it.  With 
his  first  band,  Robinson  assumed 
the  role  of  a  political  organizer, 
leading  his  band  (and  at  concerts, 
his  audience)  in  protest  chants 


against  the  National  Front  (an 
extreme  right-wing  group  in  Eng¬ 
land),  racists,  sexists,  and  bigots  of 
all  kinds.  His  TRB  songs  were  di¬ 
dactic  and  rigidly  political  tracts 
against  pernicious  contemporary 
social  and  political  forces.  This 
Tom  Robinson  persona  was  so 
consciously  developed  that  TRB’s 
second  album  was  blatantly  mar¬ 
keted  as  a  “political”  album  to  a 
mainstream  pop  audience.  In  the 
process,  being  so  self-consciously 
political,  it  lost  much  of  its  punch 
and  spontaneity.  Todd  Rund- 
gren’s  somewhat  florid  produc¬ 
tion,  complete  with  women  back¬ 
up  singers,  further  detracted  from 
its  strength. 

Soon  after  the  release  of  TRB- 
Two  the  band  amicably  broke  up 
as  guitarist  Danny  Kustow  joined 
Glen  Matlock  (formerly  of  The 


Sex  Pistols)  to  form  the  nucleus  of 
The  Spectres.  Robinson  sought 
out  his  old  friend  Jo  Burt 
(formerly  of  The  Troggs)  to  play 
bass  and  together  they  recruited 
drummer  Derek  Quinton  and 
guitarist  Stevie  B.  to  complete  the 
line-up  for  Sector  27. 

The  Tom  Robinson  persona 
for  this  band  is  that  of  an  ex¬ 
perienced,  yet  playful  and  some¬ 
what  goofy  older  brother  rather 
than  the  seasoned  political  vet¬ 
eran.  Appearing  on  stage  at  the 
Paradise  in  Boston,  February  4  in 
sweat  pants  and  hightop  sneakers 


struck  a  camp  counselor-like 
pose.  No  longer  telling  us  what 
politics  are  right,  no  longer  singing 
at  his  audience,  he  is  sharing  im¬ 
portant  experiences  of  his  life  with 
the  hope  that  we  can  benefit  from 
hearing  them.  The  new  songs  are 
much  more  personal,  more  intro¬ 
spective  and  revealing.  “Can’t 
Keep  Away”  is  as  gay  as  TRB’s 
“Glad  To  Be  Gay,”  yet  it  is  a 
braver,  a  more  intimate  view  of 
Robinson.  Robinson  explained 
that  it  takes  a  lot  more  guts  to 
come  out  as  a  former  tearoom  fre- 
Contlnued  on  Page  11 


tom  Robinson  performing  at  The  Paradise 

he 


jonn  loom 
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Dance - 

Celebrating  Our  Strength 
As  Women 


The  Art  of  Black  Dance  And  Music  with  De  Ama  Battle,  Kathleen 
Wells,  La  Phillipo 


An  Evening  of  Dance  by 
Women:  A  Celebration 
of  Our  Strength 

With  The  Impulse  Dance  Com¬ 
pany,  Deborah  Weaver  and 
Dancers,  The  Art  of  Black 
Dance  and  Music,  and 
“Nasrine!” 

Produced  by  Brava-Zar 
Productions 

At  New  England  Life  Hall, 
Boston,  January  31,  1981 

By  Lee  Swislow 
On  January  31,  Brava-Zar  Pro¬ 
ductions  presented  “An  Evening 
of  Dance  by  Women  —  A  Cele¬ 
bration  of  Our  Strength.”  There 
wree  times  of  incredible  energy 
and  power  in  the  performances, 
times  when  the  dancing  was  just 
nice,  and  times  when  I  was  dis¬ 
turbed  by  what  felt  like  an  objec¬ 
tifying,  heterosexual  style  of 
dancing  and  audience  response. 

Despite  the  problems  many  pro¬ 
duction  companies  have  had  lately 
selling  tickets  to  women’s  con¬ 
certs,  the  event  was  sold  out.  The 
audience  was  very  familiar  — 
mostly  women  and  a  lot  of  les¬ 
bians.  It  was  more  racially  mixed 
than  many  women’s  events  how¬ 
ever  this  was  probably  a  reflection 
of  the  strong  presence  of  women 
of  color  among  the  performers. 

The  evening  began  with  women 
from  the  Art  of  Black  Dance  and 
Music  (ABDM)  group.  It  was  im¬ 
possible  not  to  feel  great  while  they 
were  performing.  At  times  each 
dancer  was  doing  the  same  move¬ 
ment,  but  with  her  own  style  and 
presence.  In  one  woman,  I  saw  an 

Pop 

Continued  from  page  10 
quenter  than  simply  to  say  “Yes, 
I’m  gay.”  With  “Mark  is  Gone,” 
a  new,  unrecorded  song,  Robinson 
has  written  as  poignant  a  love  song 
as  has  ever  been  written. 

But  Robinson  doesn’t  just  tell 
his  stories.  “Bitterly  Disappoint¬ 
ed”  and  another  unrecorded  song, 
“Out  in  the  Cold”  are  Stevie  B.’s 
tales:  the  first  about  parental  dis¬ 
approval  and  rejection,  the  latter 
about  fag-baiting  in  Texas.  That 
Robinson  sings  them,  rather  than 
Stevie,  further  illustrates  that 
Sector  27  is  Robinson’s  band  and 
that  he  takes  a  proprietary  and 
paternal  role  in  presenting  the 
band’s  music. 

And  the  feature  that  is  most 


invincible  warrior,  with  clear  and 
powerful  movements.  Another 
was  full  of  sensuality  and  sexual¬ 
ity.  I  loved  them  both.  Their  ener¬ 
gy  felt  real  and  connected  to  them¬ 
selves  and  to  the  audience. 


The  Impulse  Dance  Company  is 
a  modern  jazz  company  with  Adri¬ 
enne  Hawkins  as  the  artistic  di- 


Adrienne  Hawkins  from  the 
Impulse  Dance  Company 


readily  evident  from  listening  to 
Sector  27  is  that  it  is  pop  music. 
From  the  personal  themes  of  the 
songs  to  Steve  Lillywhite’s  crisp, 
clear  production,  Sector  27’s 
music  fits  easily  into  the  pop  main¬ 
stream.  But  like  much  of  contem¬ 
porary  British  music.  Sector  27  has 
proved  that  a  band  needn’t  com¬ 
promise  its  art  nor  ideals  in  order 
to  succeed  in  the  pop  idiom.  What 

Our  Own 

Continued  from  Page  6 
have  been  made  that  [Our  Own 
has]  been  treated  fairly  and  they’re 
now  satisfied  that  their  paper  will 
be  received  in  the  libraries  and  be 
treated  as  any  other  paper  is  all 
wrong.  That  is  not  keeping  with 


rector.  Adrienne  is  an  amazing 
dancer.  She  seems  to  have  total 
body  control  and  the  ability  to  put 
fire  and  life  into  her  movements. 
Yet  I  found  the  two  choreo¬ 
graphed  pieces  she  did  traditional, 
a  little  boring  and  even  slightly 
offensive.  I  didn’t  understand  why 
women  were  giving  special  cheers 
to  the  hip-swinging,  pelvis-rocking 
movements.  Unlike  the  sexuality 
in  ABDM,  this  seemed  forced  and 
put  into  the  dance  because  that’s 
what  jazz  is  supposed  to  have.  And 
it  did  feel  it  objectifying  to  cheer 
just  because  she  was  moving  her 
hips. 

It  was  a  very  different  feeling 
when  Adrienne  did  her  improvisa¬ 
tion  to  Natalie  Cole’s  singing.  She' 
was  tough  and  sexy  and  totally 
alive.  It  felt  good  whenever  people 
cheered,  because  this  time  it  was 
Adrienne  being  cheered,  not  just 
her  hips. 

Deborah  Weaver  and  Dancers 
describe  themselves  as  a  group  of 
dancers  and  musicians  working  to 
create  a  spirit  of  community  and  a 
positive  image  of  strong  women; 

‘  they  combine  dance,  theater  and 
martial  arts  techniques.  Their 
music,  which  is  mostly  percussion, 
is  the  best  part  —  intense  and 
dynamic.  Their  dancing  was 
pleasant  to  watch  with  crisp,  clear 
movements  and  women  lifting 
women  —  always  a  crowd-pleaser. 
But  it  didn’t  move  me  in  the  ways 
that  ABDM  and  Adrienne’s  im¬ 
provisation  did.  I  didn’t  feel  the  vi- 
brance  and  emotion  that  was  pres¬ 
ent  in  those  works.  I  appreciate 
what  the  company  is  trying  to  do.  I 
only  wish  they  did  it  better. 

Also  performing  was  Nasrine  — 
belly  dancer  Nancy  Barber.  The 
program  talked  of  belly  dancing  as 
originating  in  matriarchal  cultures 
to  celebrate  the  fertility  of  the 
earth  and  of  women  and  the  joy¬ 
ousness  of  women  dancing  togeth¬ 
er.  I’ve  tried  to  see  belly  dancing  in 
that  way.  And,  indeed,  when  Nas¬ 
rine  was  actually  moving  her  belly 
back  aifd  forth,  doing  things  with 
her  stomach  that  seem  impossible, 
it  felt  very  woman  oriented  and 
childbirth  oriented.  But  all  that 
which  surrounds  belly  dancing  — 
the  flimsy  pants,  the  gold  bangles 
on  the  breasts,  the  filmy  veil,  all 
the  shimmying  —  seem  like  very 
sexual,  in  fact,  like  very  hetero¬ 
sexual  trappings  added  to  please 
men.  When  Nasrine  danced  up 
and  down  the  aisles  as  a  special 
treat,  I  felt  like  I  was  watching  a 
performance  any  straight  male  au¬ 
dience  would  adore,  and  one  that 
had  no  meaning  for  me.  I  want  us 
as  women  to  celebrate  our  sexual¬ 
ity  with  each  other,  but  only  in 
ways  that  feel  strong. 

Brava-Zar  Productions  is  plan- 
|  ning  another  evening  of  dance  by 
3  iwomen  for  the  spring.  I  hope  to 
gjsee  more  of  the  good  energy  of  this 
H  performance,  and  hope  that 
(3  Iwomen  will  continue  to  find  and 
create  new  ways  and  forms  of 
communicating  with  each  other. 


is  exciting  about  much  of  today’s 
music  is  that  it  is  constantly  chal¬ 
lenging  its  audience  to  analyze, 
question  and  confront  compla¬ 
cency  and  injustices  in  modern 
society  while  providing  stirring 
rhythms  to  which  to  dance.  Good 
dance  music  and  challenging  lyrics 
deserve  to  sell.  And  it  couldn’t 
happen  to  a  nicer  bunch  of  guys. 


what  the  Virginia  Beach  voters 
voted  for  in  the  referendum  vote.” 

But  Nutter,  who  served  as  at¬ 
torney  for  the  city  in  the  Our  Own 
case,  cautioned  against  assuming 
that  the  referendum,  which  was 
not  binding,  will  have  much  effect. 
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were  the  only  creatures  1  named  at 
that  time. 

During  my  early  years  I  did  not 
name  other  objects  around  the 
house.  My  mother’s  furniture,  the 
pots,  the  pans,  the  toilet,  all  were 
left  unbaptized,  unchristened, 
without  a  handle.  They  were  sim¬ 
ply  things,  for  the  most  part  more 
cared  about  than  I  was.  Why  in¬ 
deed  should  I  have  named  them 
beyond  their  utilitarian  functions? 

Ever  since  my  sother  (significant 
other)  and  I  have  been  together, 
though,  I  have  named  just  about 
everything  in  sight.  All  the  familiar 


By  Nancy  Walker 

When  I  was  a  child,  1  had  a  Ted¬ 
dy  Bear  and  his  name  was  Teddy. 

Later  I  had  another  Teddy  Bear 
and  his  name  was  Foof.  I  was  a 
lonely  kid  in  a  hostile  world.  My 
bears  were  my  friends.  I  told  them 
everything,  especially  Teddy,  the 
bear  1  received  as  a  Christmas  pres¬ 
ent  when  1  was  nine  years  old.  I 
have  him  to  this  day.  He  looks  out 
at  me  from  a  bench  opposite  my 
bed  and  his  old  eyes  are  full  of  the 
same  silent  wisdom  they  shone  on 
me  throughout  my  sad  and  tur¬ 
bulent  youth.  My  plush  animals 

Alcohol 

Continued  from  page  9 

prevents  many  from  helping  where  they  could. 

One  can  understand  the  problems  that  BAGLY  faces 
when  one  looks  at  a  survey  done  by  BCH  which  revealed 
that  only  "5%of  residential  programs  and  9%of  out-patient 
programs  provide  treatment  to  adolescents  who  abuse 
alcohol.”  Of  these,  it  appears  that  almost  none  addresses 
the  special  needs  of  gay  youth.  Movement  in  this  area  is 
just  beginning,  but  it  faces  numerous  legal  and  political 
obstacles,  and  for  the  time  being,  is  necessarily  discreet. 

John  and  Martha  (not  their  real  names),  for  example, 
are  opening  a  local  short-term  residential  crisis  shelter 
from  which  they  hope  to  advocate  for  the  needs  of  gay 
youth.  Their  funding,  however,  is  insecure,  and  according 
to  Martha,  "It’s  a  bad  time  right  now  to  go  public  in  an 
article  in  GCN.  Unfortunately  I  find  this  community 
[Boston]  rather  oppressive,”  she  explained,  “so  people 
interested  have  to  be  kind  of  careful.”  She  said  that  she 
and  her  co-director  are  in  touch  privately  with  HCHS  and 
BAGLY  about  referrals  to  the  center,  and  asked  that  their 
names  be  withheld. 

An  example  of  this  "oppressive  community”  was 
evident  recently  when  an  alcoholism  counselor  who  works 
with  gay  youth  ran  into  difficulty  when  he  tried  to  place  a 
17-year-old  hustler  and  self-admitted  alcoholic  in  a 
program.  A  drug  program  was  found,  but  no  alcohol 
program  that  would  accept  the  boy  without  parental 
consent.  Universal  Alcoholism  Services,  an  outgrowth  of 
the  Homophile  Alcoholic  Treatment  Center’s  advisory 
board  (a  program  from  HCHS),  has  been  working  for  some 
time  to  establish  a  gay  half-way  house,  but  to  date  no 
such  facility  exists. 

Some  improvement  in  the  situation  is  likely.  The 
Department  of  Social  Services  is  considering  hiring  a  gay 
person  to  work  with  gay  youth,  and  the  Massachusetts 
Committee  for  Children  and  Youth  (MCCY),  as  part  of  a 
program  entitled  “Project  Aware”  is  sending  a 
questionnaire  into  the  community  to  assess  the  needs  of 
gay  youth.  Ed  Roche  is  involved  in  a  small,  experimental 
program  to  place  gay  adolescents  in  foster  care.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Roche,  the  Department  of  Social  Services  has  been 
"pleased”  with  the  results.  However,  additional  funding  is 
still  in  question. 

While  these  are  encouraging  beginnings,  Robin 
MacCormack,  liaison  to  the  gay  community  from  the 
Boston  mayor’s  office,  warns  against  optimism.  In  a  time 
of  budgetary  cutbacks  affecting  social  services  across  the 
board,  programs  for  gay  youth  and  gay  alcoholics  will  not 
be  a  top  priority. 

For  a  number  of  reasons,  useful  statistics  about  young 
gay  alcoholics  don't  exist.  Drs.  Hanish  and  Carper  both 
emphasized  the  general  upswing  in  alcohol  abuse  among 
adolescents,  and  each  doubted  whether  gay  youth  were 
able  to  escape  it.  Compounding  that  trend  is  a  generally 
assumed  higher  incidence  of  alcoholism  in  the  gay 
community.  Gay  youth,  caught  between  their  chronologi¬ 
cal  peers  and  their  identification  with  the  gay  community, 
would  seem  to  be  in  increased  danger  of  developing 
alcoholic  drinking  patterns. 

Identifying  the  young  gay  alcoholic  is  part  of  the  - 
problem.  One  of  the  symptoms  of  alcoholism  is  denial. 

And  for  every  gay  adolescent  who  has  admitted  his  or  her 
sexuality,  there  are  still  dozens  more  who  will  not  come 
out,  many  even  to  themselves,  until  they  have  left  their 
homes  and  communities. 

While  young  gay  males  are  certainly  ill-provided  for, 
lesbian  youth  may  be  even  more  underserved.  Young  gay 
men  are  visible  in  the  bars  and  on  the  street  at  a  very 
early  age,  while  adolescent  lesbians  are  much  less 
noticeable.  The  whole  area  deserves  careful  additional 
study  of  its  own. 

One  person  I  talked  with  indicated  that  the  whole  issue 
of  confidentiality  for  minors  is  "fuzzy,"  and  may  be  a 
contributing  factor  in  the  difficulty  of  assessing  the  needs 
of  gay  youth.  Many,  out  of  fear  that  their  parents  will  be 
told,  simply  do  not  come  out  to  those  who  are  helping 
them. 


objects,  all  the  paraphernalia  of 
our  joint  existence  are  so  precious 
to  me  that  they  seem  alive,  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  “family,”  and  hence, 
permanent,  or  at  least  not 
dismissable  by  me.  A  force 
stronger  than  this  one-horned 
beast  has  to  separate  me  from  the 
things  I  love. 

Doodle,  the  adored,  ancient  and 
decaying  VW,  was  a  perfect  exam¬ 
ple.  The  car  (if  looked  at  only  as  a 
mode  of  transport,  a  vehicle  whose 
sole  reason  for  existing  was  to 
schlep  one  from  point  A  to  point 
B)  was  a  disaster.  It  cost  us  a  for¬ 
tune  just  to  keep  its  feet  on  the 
road.  Shortly  before  it  was  totaled 
overnight  while  parked,  minding 
its  own  sweet  business,  we  had  re¬ 
placed  the  master  brake  cylinder 
and  the  rear  brakes  to  the  tune  of 
$250.  Every  week,  or  so  it  seemed, 
the  car  was  in  the  hospital  having  a 
major  operation.  And  all  I  wanted 
to  do  was  buy  it  flowers.  I  never 
resented  the  cost  or  the  inconven¬ 
ience.  Doodle  Bug  (her  full  name) 
was  a  personality,  a  presence,  a 
special  and  irreplaceable  friend. 
She  was  the  first  car  my  sother  and 
I  ever  owned  together.  We  took 
our  only  cross-country  trip  nestled 
safe  inside  her.  She  had  a  lovely 
voice,  purring  when  the  engine  was 
turned  on. 

No  wonder  I  had  such  a  terrible 
ache  when  Doodle  was  murdered. 
I  loved  Doodle  whose  frame  was  in 
dangerous  condition,  and  might 
have  caused  a  serious  accident.  1 
didn’t  care  how  much  it  cost  to 
keep  her  going.  I  was  contem¬ 
plating  a  very  expensive  welding 
job  to  fix  the  frame  (if  it  could  be 
fixed,  which  had  been  a  matter  of 
some  doubt).  You  don’t  abandon 
your  friends  when  they  start  to 
have  problems.  Doodle  was  my 
friend,  so. . .  But  she  was  also  a  car, 
and  my  sother  needed  a  car  to  get 
to  work. 

When  Doodle  was  totaled,  we 
simply  had  to  find  another  vehicle. 
And  we  did.  A  light  blue  VW  in 
very  healthy  condition.  The  frame 
was  sound.  It  had  no  rust  any¬ 
where,  having  lived  all  its  life  in 
Florida.  I  hated  the  car  on  sight. 

It  smirked  at  me  in  the  sunlight 
glinting  off  its  polished,  freshly 
painted  surface.  I  have  since  kick¬ 
ed  it  and  cursed  it,  and  threatened 
to  kill  it  during  the  recent  ex¬ 
cessively  cold  weather  when  it 
wouldn’t  start.  “If  you  can’t  be 
Doodle,  damn  you,  you  better 
work  or  I’ll  kick  the  shit  out  of 
you,”  accompanied  by  flailing  of 
legs.  My  sother  tried  to  calm  me 
down,  but  it  did  no  good.  I  wound 
up  with  bruises.  The  car  seemed 
unperturbed.  I  have  not  driven  it 
since  we  got  it.  Not  once.  It  would 
seem  like  a  betrayal  of  Doodle.  We 
had  to  get  a  car.  Nobody  said  I  had 
to  like  it.  I  have  not  named  it. 

I  have  Doodle’s  VW  insignia 
and  the  center  of  her  horn  ring 
with  the  little  castle  on  it.  Doodle’s 
radio  is  in  the  new  car,  and  that  of¬ 
fers  the  only  comfort  I  have  when  I 
ride  in  the  blue  lemon.  By  the  way, 
if  anyone  ever  tries  to  tell  you  that 
VW  bugs  are  economical  to  run, 
don’t  believe  it.  Doodle  had  a 
rebult  ‘67  engine  and  got  good 
mileage.  This  turkey  has  a  ‘71 
engine  and  gets  (if  there’s  a  tail 
wind)  12.5  miles  per  gallon.  I  told 
my  sotheY,  “When  it  gets  down  to 
lOmpg,  this  thing  will  turn  into  a 
truck.”  The  miserable  gas  consup- 
tion  is  for  city  driving,  but  we  live 
in  the  city  and  that  makes  it  pain¬ 
fully  relevant. 


Doodle,  who  got  exquisite 
mileage,  departed  without  my  per¬ 
mission.  But  we  have  another 
Doodle-like  situation  around  the 
house  (apartment,  really):  Charlie. 
Charlie  is  the  shopping  cart.  He 
has  been  with  us  since  my  sother 
went  to  Harvard  in  1966.  He  was 
with  us  in  Cambridge,  New  York, 
Toronto  and  now  Boston.  Charlie 
has  performed  acts  of  valor  way 
beyond  the  call  of  duty.  He  has 
gone  patiently  to  and  from 
countless  supermarkets.  He  has 
also  transported  tons  of  books 
back  and  forth  to  universities  and 
libraries.  He  even  carted  the  con¬ 
tents  of  poor  Doodle  back  to  the 
house  after  the  fatal  accident. 
Whenever  he  was  needed,  he  was 
there,  uncomplaining,  silent,  stur¬ 
dy,  willing. 

After  years  and  years  of  loving 
use  (never  abuse)  the  wear  and  tear 
began  to  show.  He  developed  a 
very  obvious  curvature  of  the 
spine  and  his  feet  just  about  came 
apart,  leaving  strips  of  rubber  here 
and  there.  My  sother,  ever  the  sen¬ 
sible  one  of  the  two  (if  I  were  the 
sensible  one,  can  you  imagine  how 
she  would  behave?)  suggested  a 
new  shopping  cart.  “What,  are 
you  crazy???  Replace  Charlie??? 
How  can  you  even  say  such  a 
thing.” 

I  was  beside  myself  and  sulked 
for  days.  “But  look  at  those 
wheels,  how  can  he  manage  on 
Boston  streets?”  she  said,  bale- 

Women’s  Day 


fully,  knowing  she  had  seriously 
transgressed.  She  definitely  had  a 
point.  “Let’s  get  new  wheels,”  I 
said,  naively.  We  looked  and  look¬ 
ed.  No  wheels.  And  I  would  not 
buy  a  new  shopping  cart.  Finally, 
clever  woman  that  she  is,  my 
sother  bought  electrical  tape  and 
taped  Charlie’s  feet.  He  seems  to 
feel  quite  comfortable,  though  he 
rolls  along  a  bit  drunkenly. 

One  of  the  metal  pieces  that 
holds  his  frame  together  got  lost, 
so,  in  order  to  keep  Charlie  func¬ 
tional,  my  sother  has  tied  parts  of 
the  frame  together  with  string. 
Charlie  is  quite  an  unconventional 
looking  cart,  but  he’s  still  per¬ 
forming  Herculean  tasks. 

The  list  of  names  that  I  give  to 
objects  is  endless,  like  epic 
catalogues,  and  each  of  the  names 
is  a  familiar  friend  about  the  house 
or  the  car.  Had  I  not  named 
everything,  assuming  in  the  depths 
of  my  being  that  it  has  a  soul,  I 
would  perhaps  be  freer  to  dispose 
of  mere  “material  objects.”  But 
once  a  thing  has  a  name,  it  is  a 
thing  no  longer.  This  panpsychism 
creates  impossible  living  condi¬ 
tions,  fills  rooms  full  of  junk  that 
has  acquired  a  sacred  aura.  Some¬ 
time  I’ll  tell  you  about  a  few  more 
characters  who  inhabit  our  quar¬ 
ters  with  us  and  whose  main¬ 
tenance  requires  all  the  patience 
and  skill  my  dear  sother  can  bring 
to  our  domestic  alliance. 


Continued  from  Page  7 
issues  on  the  part  of  legislators  sur¬ 
prised  her,  Ann  Maguire  of  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  Political  Cau¬ 
cus  said  that  because  of  the  volume 
of  bills  being  dealt  with,  it  wasn’t 
uncommon.  Said  Maguire,  “What 
they  know  is  what  they’ve  been 
lobbied  about.” 

Several  women  with  whom 
GCN  spoke  stressed  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  lobbying  and  other  ways 
of  keeping  in  touch  with  legis¬ 
lators.  The  Massachusetts  women 
were  told  by  Senators  Edward 
Kennedy  and  Paul  Tsongas 
(D-MA)  that  conservatives  are 
well-organized,  well-funded  and 
are  making  themselves  heard. 

Maguire  suggested  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  contacting  senators  and 


members  of  Congress  to  let  them 
know  feelings  on  the  issues.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  Martha  Baker  suggests  that 
asking  legislators  for  written  re¬ 
sponses  to  contacts  so  as  to  ensure 
their  accountability. 

In  talking  of  the  impact  that  the 
day  had,  Baker  said  “We  were  vis¬ 
ible  and  we  made  ourselves  heard. 
We  came  in  and  we  knew  what  we 
were  talking  about.  Also,  many 
women  who  had  never  done  this 
before  found  that  they  could.” 

Baker  also  pointed  to  the  coali¬ 
tions  that  were  formed,  with  or¬ 
ganizations  such  as  the  Coalition 
of  Labor  Union  Women,  National 
Council  of  Senior  Citizens  and  the 
Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights  taking  part. 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


Direct  from  New  York: 

Hand  In  Hand’s 
“Private  Collection” 


“Pool  Party” 
“Big  Bill” 


Boston's  Best  Aft  Mate  Show! 


John 

P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  1.  Rizzo 

Attorney 

David  R.  Lund 

Law  Clerk  r  - 

I  Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 

1  Wills 

Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

I  Incorporations 

Real  Estate  Transactions 

u 

1  Corporate  Matters 

Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square»Boston,  Massachusetts  02116»617-426-2020 

□  3  years  (150  issues) 

$62.00 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 
$43.50 

□  1  year  (50  issues) 

$25.00  regular 

$17.50  low  income 

□  25  weeks 

$12.50 
-□12  weeks 

$6.00 


These  rates  are  for  sub¬ 
scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 
IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED. 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 


Name 
Address 
City _ 


.  State . 


.  Zip . 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Bromfield  St. /Boston  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN? _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$120  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 


□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 

Name  _ 


Account  Number 
Expiration  Date  _ 


Signature  _ 

Alt  subscriptions  are  sent  in  seated,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
'check  or  money  order  payable  to  "GCN.  ”  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
[and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Classifieds- 

JUST  FRIENDS 

Horsewomen,  lesbian  feminists:  would 
you  like  to  gather  a  group  together  for 
dressage,  driving,  trail  riding,  shows 
sharing  equestrienne  activity.  GCN  Box 
369. _ (29) 

Contact  other  open  minded  gay/- 
bisexual  women  quickly  &  inex¬ 
pensively  thru  new  monthly  exclusive 
personal  ad  listings  in  Pandora's  Box. 
Write:  A  matter  of  Preference,  Ste  207, 
420  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  Beverly  Hills,  CA 
90212. _ (31) 

NEW  YORK  CITY  LESBIANS 
Sisters  of  Sappho  Referral  Service  is 
expanding  to  your  area  to  help  you  find 
new  friends.  Experienced.  Confidential. 
Send  stamped  envel  to  Box  151-G,  Hud¬ 
son,  MA  01749. _ (32) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  Is  not  a  crucial  Issue  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  Is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
QM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
realty  want  It  otherwise. 

PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  ^MOUSIE 
VALENTINE 
Hearts  and  Flowers 
Unicorns 
RAINBOWS 

And  All  My  Love 

Forever 

IORCUPINI 


MOUSIE  MOUISIE  WILDFLOWER 
Interdicted  Chinese  spots 
Mean  much  more  work  in  our  own  pots 
But  when  results  are  good  as  this 
It  makes  for  more  domestic  bliss. 

I  love  you  more  than  chocolate  itself 
All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNOUNOUNO 

_ Happy  Valentine's  day! _ 

ROBERT  BOBBY  BOB 
Hope  you  are  feeling  better  and  making 
progress  in  terms  of  possible  new 
occupations.  You  know  we  love  you  and 
wish  you  a  Happy  Valentine's  Day. 

STANLEY  ST.  GEORGE 
It  was  nice  to  hear  from  you  again.  So 
glad  things  seem  to  be  working  out  well 
for  both  of  you.  Happy  VD! _ 

MICHAEL  A 

The  jig  was  up  before  you  called. 
Suggest  you  stay  far  from  Beantown. 
_ (30) 

JACK  THE  ZIPPER 

Loose  lips  sink  ships;  the  walls  have 
ears  that  search  for  queers,  and  nothing 
puts  Humpty  Dumpty  together  again. 
Happy  VD! _ 

PAT  BOND 

How  the  hell  are  you,  anyway???? 
Happy  Valentine’s  Day  from  Mousie 
and  Porcupine. _ 

NEUMA 

Last  personal  1  can  send.  Quit  work  to¬ 
morrow  (Feb.  12).  Shall  we  start  a  Xan¬ 
adu  Alumni  Society?  Plenty  of  candi" 
dates.  See  you  soon. 

Porter _ 

P  J  M 

It’s  been  so  long.  Hope  you  are 
surviving  the  cold  and  looking  forward 
to  coming  back  to  us  when  the  thaw 
seems  permanent.  The  plant  still 
thrives.  Happy  Valentine’s  day. _ 

WANTED: 

1  liberal  lesbian.  Object:  matrimony. 
Contact  Gene  at:  1-563-5654,  Cataumet 

(30) 


P  J’s  COFFEE  SHOP 

Open  7  days  a  week 
Patricia  Coleman,  Janet  Hensley 
OWNERS 
59  Main  Street 

(Across  from  the  Post  Office) 
Leominster,  MA  01453 
(617)  534-9881 

FREE  cup  of  coffee  with  ad 


Single-horse-drawn  doctor’s  buggy, 
Model:  Excelsior,  built  1855,  restoration 
near  completed.  Use  as  decorator  piece 
or  on  the  streets.  Must  sell.  Best  offer 
over  $700,  Call  Larry,  426-7042.  (28) 

GM  5 '10, 160,  blond,  32,  gd  shape  looks 
(exc  in  strong  wind),  into  massage, 
skiing,  TM,  &  real  estate,  sks  friend 
w/com  ints.  No  strong  pref.  but  esp  into 
foreigners  &  Latins.  Am,  and  sk,  man 
who  Is  relaxed  &  at  peace  w/self  & 
world.  Not  much  older  &  must  also  be  in 
good  shape.  Into  grk  p  &  a  367-0095.  (30) 

GESABSCHWAERMER 
"Homeless  Youth  Wanted"  is  disgust¬ 
ing  because  it  turns  humans  into  com¬ 
modities.  Your  note  is  incomprehens¬ 
ible  and  stupid.  Get  with  the  ’80s  kid  — 
be  modern  —  fight  against  oppression 
and  other  true  yuck.  Apokolipstick. 

(29) 
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SERVICES 


LOOKING  FOR  TENNIS  PARTNER 
Bos-Camb  area.  I’m  low  intermediate, 
but  enthusiastic.  Want  to  join  indoor 
court,  play  regularly.  Andrea  661-0082. 
_ (?) 

ADVERTISING  MANAGER 
GCN  Is  looking  for  an  Advertising  Man¬ 
ager.  Advertising  or  sales  experience  as 
well  as  a  commitment  to  the  goal  of 
eliminating  the  exploitation  of  women 
and  men  In  advertising  necessary. 
Please  address  Inquiries  and  resumes 
to  Amy  Hoffman,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

GF  31 

Looking  for  GF  30-40  who  too  has  been 
alone  for  much  much  too  long.  Who 
knows  the  feeling  of  the  ache  inside. 
The  need  of  sharing  a  laugh.  The  need 
of  hearing  I  love  you  out  loud.  The  need 
to  know  someone  does  love  you.  The 
need  to  feel  alive  again.  Tired  of  just 
existing.  Wishing  it  was  just  a  bad 
dream.  Clinging  to  old  memories  that 
you  think  can  never  happen  again.  I 
need  a  lover.  That  special  someone  that 
no  one  else  may  ever  see  or  under¬ 
stand.  That  special  look  in  one’s  eyes. 
That  funny  laugh,  that  feeling  in  one’s 
anxious  heart  of  another  day  together. 
GCN  Box  375. _ (30) 

To  my  Schnootest  on  VD  day 

I’ll  love  you  always 

Can’t  wait  till  we’re  in  our 

new  home.  All  my  love,  David. _ (30) 

NUTS? 

U  bet  I  am!  Esp  for  you,  Poopie.  This 
sweet  mystery  is  bigger  than  both  of  us. 
And  always  growing.  Huggieboo,  I  love 
you. Your  little snowpe a. _ (30) 

UP  AND  ATOM 

Boston’s  Unique  Wake-Up  and  Answer¬ 
ing  Service  is  now  experiencing  finan¬ 
cial  difficulties  due  to  landlord  harass¬ 
ment.  We  are  in  need  of  donations 
and/or  prospective  buyers.  For  more 
information  call  us  at 87 6-? 600' Thank 
you. _ (31) 

Do  you  want  to  spend  your  weekends 
etc.  In  Provincetown?  GWM  from  Bos¬ 
ton  wants  to  meet  GM  40’s  interested  in 
sharing  my  house  with  possibility  of 
forming  friendship.  Car  helpful  for 
wkend  travel.  GCN  Box  376. _ (31) 

Gay  women,  looking  for  friends  to  share 
interests?  Check  out  Sisters  of  Sappho 
Referral  Service.  Send  stamped  envel  to 
Box  151-G,  Hudson,  MA  01749.  Lesbian 
owned/operated.  Caring. _ (32) 

HELP  OUT  NEW  GAY  YOUTH  GP 
Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  need  furn,  paint,  vaccuum,  and 
anything  useful  for  new  space.  Call 
338-9472  or  Write:  BAGLY,  do  GCN 
Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
MA  02108 _ 

TO  CLEARING  DANCE  GROUP: 
Meanings  moving  revealing  risking 
exposing  grasping  touching  reaching 
beyond.  Encore! _ (30) 

COMPANION  SOUGHT 
M  25  cleanshaven  light  build  relatively 
creative  &  introverted  sks  same.  Box 
376,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114. 
_ (31) 

♦  *  *  *  ★  RAY  *  *  ★  *  * 

I'm  real  happy  we  share  the  same' 
estate.  Thanks  for  a  beautiful  third; 
here’s  to  a  wonderful  fourth.  Happy 
Valentine's  Day.  Love,  Jay. _ (30) 

Prof  GF  30s  would  like  to  meet  a  sin-' 
cere  woman  for  a  very  special  &  mean¬ 
ingful  relationship.  N.  of  Boston  or  S. 
NH  area.  GCN  Box  373. _ (30) 

MARTIN  HEIDEGGER 
Lesbian  and  gay  male  Heidegger  study 
group  forming.  If  interested  please  call 
Earl  (617)498-4252. _ (30) 

GWM  25,  5’8  125  brn  hr  &  eyes  into 
hiking  biking  camping  canoeing 
beaches  photography  &  nature  seek 
another  GM  who  is  sensitive  loving 
honest  &  wants  to  share  the  finer 
moments  of  a  perm  relationship  w/a 
warm  sensitive  intense  fun-loving 
active  caring  guy  who  likes  country  liv¬ 
ing  &  needs  another  human  being  for 
love  &  support  not  into  drugs.  PO  Box 
191  East  Bridgewater  MA  02333.  (30) 

GM  interested  in  forming  a  nudist 
group  to  share  experience  and  insight 
age  20  to  30.  Please  reply  9  to  9  Paul 
617  536-2213  Relax  plan  together.  (30) 

GAY  HARVARD  ALUM  GP  FORMING 
Send  stamped  addressed  envelope  to 
Rofes  c/o  GCN  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108. _ 

TT  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
In  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  _ ,  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Account  No.  □  VISA 

Expiration  Date  □  MASTERCHARGE 

THERAPY  FOR  LESBIANS 
Lee  Judith  Orloff  Ph.D.  Licensed 
clinical  psychologist.  Individuals, 
couples.  Weight  control.  Assertiveness 
issues.  Insurance  accepted.  617 
354-7939.  Leave  message. _ (31) 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 
For  woman,  their  friends,  end  families. 

(617)861  - 8824  Lexington,  M A 


OVERWEIGHT,  GAY,  UNHAPPY? 
Therapy  group  forming  for  gay  men  for 
support;  to  explore  issues  of  sexuality; 
frustration;  self-image.  Cal!  David 
Bellville  (617)  266-1450  for  more  info.  24 
hrans  service. _ (30) 

COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph.D. 

Chandler  Street,  South  End 
451-0847 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS ,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)965-1311  forappt. 


LESBIAN  COUPLES  GROUP 
10  weekly  meetings.  Thurs  eves  begins 
March  7  for  further  info  call  Carolyn 
Stack  876-8438  WINGS  Joellen  Man- 
cuso  661-6399. _ (30) 

NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group,  Couples  & 
Family  Counseling; 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


HYACINTH  HOUSECLEANERS 
Thorough,  dependable  gay  male  service 
established  in  Boston.  Refs,  avail.  Your 
house  will  sparkle!  Call  445-3604 
(mornings)  ask  for,  Mr.  Chango,  •  (26) 


ASSERTIVENESS  TRAINING 
Learn  to  better  express  feelings,  wants, 
needs;  without  intimidation!  All  gay 
group,  six  weeks,  supportive.  $75 
Bellville  &  Associates  (617)  266-1450.  24 
hrans  service. _ (30) 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individual,  couple,  and  group  therapy 
offered.  Sliding  scale,  insurance 
accepted.  For  appointment,  call  Jim 
Fishman,  MSW.  628-8286.  Leave 
message. _  (26) 

ACUPUNCTURE 

Has  been  effective  in  treating  chrorUc 
pain  and  stress  as  well  as  digestive, 
urogenital,  and  menstrual  disorders. 
For  information  and  appointment  call 
Michael  Zuckerat  (617)661-4070. 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
has  2  openings.  Grp  explores  issues  of 
intimacy,  relationships,  and  gay  self- 
image.  For  apptmt,  call  628-8286  & 
leave  message  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW. 
_ (27) 

Do  your  1040  with  me!  Professional 
income  tax  service— near  Copley  Sq.— 
Modest  fees,  free  consultation.  Call  for 
appointment  536-7587  eves. _ (30) 

BARTENDER 

For  private  functions,  houseparties, 
weekends.  Personable,  attractive,  dis¬ 
creet.  Will  plan,  set-up,  clean-up.  Call 
Ken  338-6642. _ (31) 

ROOMMATES 

GF  prof  or  grad  stu  25+  wanted  for 
rmmte  in  8  rm  apt  Coolidge  Corner,  Bro 
on  MBTA,  no  pets,  priv  bath,  $165  inc 
heat.  Pkg  avail.  731-8358, 9-11pm.  (30) 

Established  Camb  leftist-feminist 
hsehld,  semi-veg,  gay-straight,  4  F,  1  M 
(ages  28-35)  &  1  child,  sks  1  feminist 
male  for  Mar.  1.  Min  age  28,  no  smok¬ 
ers,  no  pets,  no  more  kids  at  this  time. 
868-4476. _ (c) 

GF  26  w/2  cats  sks  responsible  friendly 
F/M  rent-sharer  for  sunny  2  bdrm  apt 
near  Cleveland  Circle.  $190  inc  heat/hw. 
Call  eves  after  6  (not  Tues),  738-6799. 
_ (32) 

FRAMINGHAM 

Mature,  respons,  discreet  GM  wanted 
to  share  apt  in  house.  Central  loc,  nice 
place,  avail  Mar  1.  Rent  $190  plus  16 
gas.  Tony  872-5655. _ (31) 

WAKE  UP  TO  OCEAN  SUNRISE 
M,  prof,  sks  1  or  2  individuals  to  share  6 
br  direct  beach  front  home  in  Hull. 
$250/mo  inc  utils.  Dennis  (617)  925- 
3015. _ (31) 

GM  sks  GM  to  share  apt  In  pvt  home  in 
Roxbury  (not  sex  ad).  After  6  pm  445- 
8281.  Must  like  wood  stove.  Clean  but 
masculine  surroundings.  _ (31) 

Prof  GM  wants  a  room,  or  to  share  an 
apt,  or  find  a  roommate  to  search  with. 
Currently  live  in  Boston,  wrk  Brookline. 

1  want  to  move  somewhere  in  Boston 

area.  Avail  3/1.  GCN  Box  367.  (32) 

HELP!  me  escape  San  Francisco!  Non¬ 
macho  M,  33,  desperately  desires  to 
leave  the  Castro  for  the  East  Bay.  Long¬ 
time  gay  antiwar  activist  &  journalist, 
currently  employed  as  a  jail  social 
worker/paralegal.  John  (415)  863-5963. 

_ (30) 

Three  men,  one  gay,  two  straight, 
looking  for  gay  men  or  women,  Bi,  or 
straight,  to  live  in  a  commune  type 
setting  in  Salem,  NH  area.  35  min  to 
downtown  Boston.  Should  have  trans¬ 
portation.  Hoping  to  find  house  by 
March.  Write  (in  a  little  detail  of 
yourself  and  desires)  In  C/O  GCN  Box 
372. _ ’ _ (c) 

FABULOUS  WEST  SOM 

2  GMs  sk  non-smoking  rmmte  for  Ige, 

sunny  West  Som  apt.  $134/mo  +  util,  nr 
MBTA.  Avail  Mar  1.  Sorry,  no  pets.  Call 
eves  776-6377. _ (VC) 

Beacon  Hill  —  GM  sks  2  rmmtes  to  shre 
sunny  3  br  apt.  expsd  brk  walls  dshwshr 
skylite.  103  inc  h  &  hw.  Avail  3/1, 
367-1394 _ (30) 

Share  12  rm  hse  In  Melvlle  Pk  Dor¬ 
chester  w/professor  &  grad  students, 
own  sunny  br,  $175  &  security  all  utili¬ 
ties  inc  436-1538.  (30) 


Room/apt.  by  the  Pru,  in  warm,  clean, 
friendly  house.  Prefer  quiet  guy,  not 
Into  smoke,  dope,  drugs,  or  heavy 
drinking,  reasonable  rent.  Call  617 
267-7422. _ (28) 

3  LF  seek  1  more  to  share  wonderful 
cooperative  Dorchester  hs.  yd,  nr  T. 
semi-vegie,  no  cigs  1  cat  prefer  25  + 
sharing  +  sep  space  $100+  617 
282-9388. _ (29) 

RESORTS 

CARMEN  MIRANDA  VERANDA 
For  women!  Tropical  guest  house  in 
delightful  Key  West.  Charm  &  comfort. 
•Carmen  Miranda  Veranda,  418  United 
St,  Key  West,  FL  33040.  (305)  294-8345. 
_ (31) 

TRAVEL  SPECIALS 

Air  +  land  from  Boston  7  nights. 
Athens  $658.00.  London  $558.00.  Aca¬ 
pulco  $479.00.  Cartagena  $437.00. 
Santo  Domingo  $407.00.  San  Francisco 
+  LA  Rt  Air  $286.00.  Hawaii  Rt  Air 
$491.90.  London  Rt  Air  $370.00.  For  all 
your  travel  needs  call  weekdays  2  to  5 
Frank  617  482-4994, _ (28) 

WOMEN,  ITS  MIGRATION  TIME 
Come  roost  at  Ellie’s  Nest,  a  unique 
guest  house  for  women  only.  A/C,  heat, 
TV  in  every  room.  Pool,  sun  deck,  hot 
tub,  continental  breakfast.  1414  New-: 
ton.  Key  West,  FL  (305)  296-5757. 

^  _  (24)  (-2) 

Enjoy  a  palm  frond  weekend  at  the 
Pagoda  wimmins  space  on  the  beach. 
Rentals.  207  —  G  Coastal  Hwy,  St. 
Augustine,  FL  32084. 904  824-2970.  (30) 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Plano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company  ’ 

Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

_ 661-2958  (C) 


JOBS  WANTED 

GM  22  bus  stdnt  looking  for  work  and/or 
lodging  for  summer  in  P’town.  Mature 
masc  with  retail  sales/mgmt  exp  ref 
avail  Box  4409  Fitchburg  State  College, 
Fitchburg,  MAPI 420.  (3Q) 

Art  student  seeks  part  time  job  in  Bos¬ 
ton  area.  Call  Rick  5-7  eves,  666-5434. 

— _  (30) 

Local  Cinderella  back  to  cleaning 
houses  needs  dollars  for  the  ball. 
Dependable  efficient  $5/hr.  Carl 
367-3298.  QQ) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Dorch  1  br  Ig  kit,  nice  detail,  nr  Red 

Line,  Hbr  view,  14  windows  yd,  ac’ss  to 
deck,  1  st/last  mo  rnt  $300/mo/htd.  John 
282-1244  eves. 


Dorch,  nr  Red  line,  2  br,  ac’ss  to  i 
Hbr  view,  panelled  kit,  1st  &  las 
rent,  $350/mo/htd+  util.  John  282 
eves. _ 

Dorch/Ashmont  quTetTspaci o ulT 
—  perfect  4  quiet  couple.  2  br 
bath,  eat-in  kitch,  2  porch,  |jv  rm 
hrd  wd  fl.  2  min  to  T.  Lee  faff 
288-3851.  ' 
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Classifieds 

South  End  —  Good  space.  Exc.  loca¬ 
tion.  Needs  work.  4  rooms.  $300/mo.  1st 
and  last  mo.  down,  gas  +  heat 
included.  617  247-0018. _ (31) 

SOUTH  END  WORCESTER  SQ 
1  large  rm  —  kitchenette  $210/mo  incl 
all  util.  247-0570  ref  req. _ (30) 

Provincetown  —  plan  your  summer 

rental  now  May  15-Sept  15  large  studio 
$1,950. 1  br  split  level  $2550.  2  br  $2950. 
East  End  (617)  487-2268  wkends.  783- 
3547  wknights. _ (31) 

Provincetown  get  away  from  the  city. 
Now  to  May  large  studio  $130/wk, 
$45/wkend.  (617)  487-2268  wkends, 
783-3547  wknights. _ (31) 

JP  2  br,  Ig  kit,  yd,  nrT  &  park,  owner-occ 
bldg.  $175  utils  not  inc.  Sec  dep  &  ref 
req’d.Ginny  522-1651. _ (31) 

REAL  ESTATE 

OGUNQUIT  YEAR-ROUND  REST 

Seats  87  inside,  120  outside,  expand¬ 
able.  Full  liquor,  walking  distance  to 
Playhouse,  beach  &  town.  $183,500  firm 
includes  real  estate  &  equipment. 
SHANLEY  REALTORS  (603)  436-3210. 
_ (32) 

Ogunquit,  ME  —  Charming  80  seat  res¬ 
taurant  w/excellent  clientele.  Excellent 
traffic  location  near  village  ctr  w/ample 
parking.  Sale  includes  land,  bldg,  equip¬ 
ment,  name  plus  terms.  $179,000. 
Drown  Agency,  Brokers,  Wells,  ME. 
(207)646-5131. _ (32) 

HAMPTON  BEACH  RESTAURANT 

Seats  48,  renovated,  Neg  lease,  fully 
equipped,  $27,000.  SHANLEY  REAL- 
TORS  (603)  436-3210. _ (32) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  RENT 
Feminist  therapy  collective  looking  for 
women  to  rent  space.  Leave  message  at 
661-2537, _  (32) 

GM-MODEL-MATURE-TRIM-GOOD 
Ikng,  not  camera  shy  but  serious  in 
pursuit  of  career  to  attract  products  by 
advertising  to  us  who  are  over  forty  and 
like  living  with  ourselves.  Only  serious 
need  call  (not  a  sex  ad)  3rd  wld  photor 
445-8281. _ (3Q) 


WANTED 


36  yr  old  silkscreen  artist  needs  $1000 
to  set  up  T-shirt  business.  Will  repay 
$1500  6  mos.  Also  need  a  helper  w/ve- 
hicle  to  work  odd  hours.  Will  train  crea¬ 
tive  person.  Partner  poss.  Call  David 
(617)787-9843, _ (31) 

SOFTBALL  PLAYERS! 

JP  women's  softball  team.  We’re 
looking  for  players.  We  play  fastpitch  In 
suburban  league.  Interested?  Call  Amy 
522-5002,  Pam  776-5783. _ (34)  (31) 


SUBLET  SOUGHT,  BOSTON 
27,  GM,  SUNY  Bflo  law  student  seeks  1 
bdrm  reasonable  sublet  near  pub  trans. 
Required  for  15  May-15  Aug.  Wm  Cop- 
Ion,  39  N.  Pearl  St.  Bflo,  NY  14202. 
Thanks. _ (30) 

FOR  SALE 


FAGGOT  BROTHERS  ON  TAPE 
Stereo  cassette  of  SF  concert  high¬ 
lights  by  Charlie  Murphy  &  Chris  Tanner 
$7  or  SASE  for  catalog  to:  Raven's 
Head,  Box  11472,  SF  94101, _ (32) 

INSTRUCTION _ 

UNBLOCKING  AND  FREEING 
YOUR  WRITING  a  workshop  for  women 
led  by  ANDREA  LOEWENSTEIN  Mon¬ 
days  5-6  pm  starting  Feb  9  for  8  wks. 
Call  Andrea  661-0082  right  now.  (30) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

N  E  LESBIAN  -  GAY  PSYCHIC  EXPO 
Preparations  being  made  for  NE  1st 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Psychic  Expo.  Qualified 
psychic  readers  in  all  phases  of  the 
occult.  Please  send  pertinent  in,fo 
about  specific  abilities  to  PO  Box  71, 
Belmont,  MA  02178.  Deadline  Feb.  25. 
_ (30) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

Volunteer  typists  needed.  Set  your  own 
hours.  Call  Amy  or  Mike  at  426-4469  and 
they'll  tell  you  what  Is  needed  at  the 
time.  Thank  you. 

FRIDAY 

Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Bromfield  St. 
(near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as 
you  like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send 
the  paper  out  to  subscribers.  (There  are 
LOTS  of  them  and  we  do  need  help!)  Re¬ 
freshments  and  good  times.  Men  and 
women  welcome.  426-4469. 


FREE  GCN! 

If  you  are  organizing  or  attending  a 
convention,  workshop,  or  meeting  and 
would  like  to  distribute  free  back 
issues  of  GCN,  please  send  name  and 
address  to  which  they  should  be  sent, 
number  of  copies  desired,  date  needed 
by.  Please  give  5  weeks  advance  notice. 
Write  to  GCN  Promptlons  Dept.,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

IrV  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  AIIP 
ance/Morris  County  meets  every  Mon¬ 
day  at  8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of 
Untarlan  Fellowship,  Normandy 
Heights  Rd.,  Morristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201) 
691-0388.  ,  _ 


Wkly  Mass,  discussion  grp  &  social  in 
NYC  sponsored  by  Dignity/NY’s  caring 
community  of  gay  &  lesbian  Catholics 
(signed  for  deaf).  Wkly  get  togethers, 
socials,  sports,  dances,  theater  parties. 
What  good  is  sitting  alone  in  yr  rm,  get 
out  &  enjoy  the  Big  Gay  Apple!  24  hr 
ans  service  (212)  869-3050.  Come  enjoy 
life  in  a  mature  Christian  setting!  (30) 

"  '  IDENTITY  HOUSE  _ 

Lesbian,  gay,  bl,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-ln 
counselling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. 

JOIN  INTEGRITY 

Gay  Episcopalians  and  Friends.  Chap¬ 
ters  in  major  cities,  worship  program, 
social  events.  Free  publication  sample 
on  request.  Write  J.  Lawrence,  10 
Mercier  Ave.,  Dorchester,  MA  02124. 
(617)  262-3057. _ (26) 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
•When  you’re  In  New  York,  give  us  a  calf 
for  the  latest  Information  on  gay  and 
lesbian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to, 
where  to  stay,  what  group  to  contact, 
and  which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call 
us  to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)' 
777-1800,  from  noontll  midnight.  (20), 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  Infor¬ 
mation  clearing-house,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
statements,  more!  Help  support  our 
work— Join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  Income)  Includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Nashua:  889-1416; 
Dover/Portsmouth:  431-1541.  A  state¬ 
wide  lesbian  organization,  meeting  the 
third  Saturday  of  every  month.  Support, 
education,  and  political  action,  since 
1976. _ (C) 

New  women’s  media  gp  committed  to- 
lesb.  educational  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance 
w/marketing,  graphic  design, 
fundraising,  media  work.  Letter  of 
interest  &/ or  resume  to  Women’s 
Educational  Media,  Inc,  36  Colwell  Ave, 
Brighton,  MA  02135. 367-2086.  (8) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  Gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymeade  Society  who 
are  forming  now  Write:  Ganymeade 
Society,  C/O  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 


TTSston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each' 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090. 

United  Methodists  for  Gay  And 
Lesbian  Concerns  Resurrects1 
Write  —  Affirmation,  Box  202 
745  Comm  Ave.  Boston,  MA  02215. 

_ _ _ _  (50) 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  PI.,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00 
p.m.,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston  (Old 
West  Church).  Office  523-7664.  All  per- 
sons  are  welcome. _ 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH  OF  WORCESTER 
Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Com- 
munlon  every  Weds,  at  7pm.  753-8360. 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS  ' 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
WA  98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership 
$5.00. 

WOMEN!  to  bring  all  our  demands 
together  into  a  single  political  force 
and  to  unite  women  with  all  the 
oppressed,  we  need  our  own  political 
party.  Support  groups  for  men.  For  info, 
send  SASE  to  Political  Discussion 
Group,  C/O  Cambridge  Women’s  Ctr,  46 
Pleasant  St,  Cam,  MA  02139 _ (c) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances, 
discussions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing,  etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar,  call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or 
write  PO  Box  11,  Camb  M A  02138.  (36) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.  Old  Camb.  Bap. 
Raps  every  Tues.  &  Thur.  8pm.  Bi¬ 
monthly  magazine  FOCUS  $8.00. 
Monthly  social  &  fund-raising  event. 
Info  &  office  hours  661-3633.  All  women 
Invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

BOYS  AND  MEN  IN  LOVE 
If  so,  you  need  us  and  we  need  you! 
Write  to  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  for  info:  NAM/BLA  PO 
Box174-B,  New  York,  NY  10018  (30) 

PUBLICATIONS 


Free  lesbian  catalog  of  books,  send  two 
15c  stamps.  Womankind  Books,  Dept 
GCN,  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Huntington 
Station,  NY  11746,(516)427-1289.  (12) 


Monthly  calendar  of  women's  events  in 
Maine.  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont. 
$1  for  sample  issue.  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235. 
Contook.NH  03229. _ (15) 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 
A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyles  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press 
publication,  welcomes  review  copies, 
authors'  queries,  and  subscriptions: 
$5.00  for  6  issues.  8ox  277,  Astor 
Station.  Boston,  M A  02123.  (c) 

'  HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
“Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries”  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kept  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  do¬ 
nate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  Info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)382-3222. _ (c) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 

newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept 
GCN.  33  W  17th  St.  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 

Periodicals  by  Mall  is  a  project  de¬ 
signed  to  give  wider  accessibility  to 
worthwhile  periodicals  not  distributed 
through  many  newsstands.  For  a  free 
list  of  over  70  alternative  periodicals 
which  can  be  ordered  by  mail,  send 
your  name,  address,  and  a  15c  stamp  to: 
Periodicals  by  Mail,  a  periodical  retreat, 
336 V4  S.  State  St.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48104. 
_ (1/mo) 

FOCUS 

Focus:  a  bi-monthly  journal  for 
lesbians,  $8.00  per  year,  $1.35  per  Indi¬ 
vidual  copy.  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02138.  Publishes  fiction, 
poetry,  reviews,  essays'  graphics. 
Editorial  meetings  first  Monday  of 
every  other  month  (Apr,  June,  etc.)  at 
8pm.  Call  259-0063  for  Info.  We  need 
writers  and  production  people.  A  good 
place  to  learn  how  to  put  a  magazine 
together. 

Elevated  porn  CROW  INK,  INC.  Box 
1384  Boston.  MA  02104 _ (47) 


Prisoners 


“Prisons  are  designed  to  slowly  grate 
away  at  a  person’s  sense  of  Identity, 
control,  and  self-respect.  They  accom¬ 
plish  this  through  the  elaborate  carrot 
and  stick  game  plan  that  is  established 
in  the  institution.  First  they  make 
people  utterly  dependent  on  the  prison, 
then  they  make  them  hate  themselves 
and  then  teach  them  to  hate  each 
other.”  Jill  Raymond, 

jailed  for  her  refusal  to  testify  before  a 
federal  grand  jury  in  the  Susan  Saxe 
case. _ _ _ 

I’ve  been  in  prison  now  for  1  year  for  lov¬ 
ing  boys  and  wish  to  correspond  with 
someone  who  can  understand  my  situ¬ 
ation.  I’m  43  and  a  2nd  ‘offender’,  but  of 
what  ‘offense’  I  can’t  say,  as  I  see  noth¬ 
ing  wrong  with  loving  people  who  seek 
my  love.  Someone  at  NAMBLA  (North 
American  Man  Boy  Love  Assoc.)  said 
you  send  out  free  subs  to  gay  prisoners. 
I’d  like  one.  Thanksl  Louis  COLAN- 
TUOMO,  C-14680,  Box  A-E,  5116,  San 
Luis  Obispo,  CA  93409. _ (24) 

I  did  not  have  much  luck  with  my  last  ad 
so  here  I  am  trying  again.  Wishing  to 
correspond  with  someone  for  a  true  and 
warm  friendship.  Hope  to  hear  from  you 
soon.  It’s  a  good  feeling  to  have  a  paper 
about  the  gay  part  of  the  world.  Albert 
CITRO,  77-A-4091,  Box  149:  19-16, 
Attica,  NY  14011.  _ (24) 


The  American  civil  Liberties  union 
(ACLU)’s  National  Cay  Rights  Project 
has  announced  the  formation  of  a 
Cay  Prisoners’  Croup  which  will 
"document  Incidents  of  selective 
abuse  or  discrimination  suffered  by 
lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  at  the 
hands  of  police,  the  courts,  Jail  or 
prison  personnel  or  other  pris¬ 
oners."  This  Is  the  first 
comprehensive  program  for  col¬ 
lecting  data  on  the  status  of  gay 
prisoners.  Anyone  having  Infor 
matlon  about  selective  abuse  In  US 
prisons  should  send  It  to  Don 
Campbell,  aclu  ncrp  Prisoners 
Committee,  633  S.  Shatto  Place,  Los 
Angeles  CA  90005. 

Seeking  correspondence  with  anyone 
that  would  like  to  share  their  thoughts 
and  feelings.  Hobbies  are  meeting  new 
people,  making  love,  music,  swimming 
and  writing.  Greg  BRADLEY,  Death  Row 
067005,  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 .  (24) 
While  being  incarcerated  here,  I  have 
read  GCN  and  it  was  very  agreeable  to 
my  criterion.  I  am  gay  and  respectfully 
request  that  I  might  receive  a  free  sub¬ 
scription  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the 
time.  I  am  18.  Readers  may  write:  Paul 
FERRANTI,  Box  43,  Norfolk,  MA  02056. 

m 


INMATE  IN  TEXAS  PRISON 
EMBATTLED  WITH  MAIL  CENSOR¬ 
SHIP  INVOLVING  GCN  DENIAL 
WOULD  LIKE  ACTIVIST  CORRES¬ 
PONDENT,  SO  THAT  NEWS/CHATTER 
CAN  GET  THROUGH  TO  ME  (NO 
CORRESPONDENCE  CENSORSHIP) 
Fred  MARKHAM,  Ellis  Unit  257574, 
Huntsville,  TX  77340.  (22) 


I  need  some  friends  to  help  me  keep  my 
sanity.  Here  In  prison  there  is  a  chance 
of  being  stabbed,  raped  or  killed.  I’m 
reaching  out  in  the  spirit  of  hope  that 
those  of  you  out  there  In  society  will 
help  me  overcome  these  sad,  lonely 
days  and  nights  I  find  myself  faced 
with.  Rickey  L  WILLIAMS,  Box  45699, 
147-219,  Lucasvllle,  OH  45699.  (24) 


A  Prison  Project  is  now  being 
formed  to  support  GCN  in  its  long¬ 
standing  effort  to  get  free  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  the  paper  in  to  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  prisoners  and  also  to 
get  books  for  them  to  read  and 
penpals  to  write  to.  (Every  other 
week  there  is  a  prisoner  penpal  list 
on  the  Classifieds  page.)  Volun¬ 
teer  help  is  always  appreciated  in 
this  and  other  parts  of  the  project 
(including  doing  outreach  to 
women  prisoners  and  researching 
and  informing  prisoners  of  their 
mailroom  and  visiting  rights).  If 
you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution,  it  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thank  you. 


POSRIP  (People  Orgenlzed  to  Stop  Repe  In 
Prisone)  Is  a  group  of  men  and  women,  gays 
and  non-gays,  prisoners  and  non-prisoners 
who  are  working  to  stop  sexual  abuse  in 
prison.  POSRIP  puts  out  a  Newsletter  and 
sample  copies  are  available  from  POSRIP, 
Box  4413,  Chicago  IL  60680. 


GAYCON  Press  Newsletter  news  and 
other  useful  info  about  gay  prisoners  is 
available  from  US  Mission  Outreach  for 
$6  per  year  (FREE  to  prisoners!).  Write 
to  Ron  Endersby,  Gaycon  Press  News¬ 
letter,  20  12th  St.,  No.  326,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94103. 


Would  like  to  correspond  with  someone 
who  is  serious  and  would  like  to  talk 
about  life.  Eric  HALL,  Box  67,  158359, 
London,  OH  43140, _ (24) 

am  young,  gay  and  without  real  friends 
in  this  joint.  Anyone  out  there  want  to 
have  a  good  talk  (letter)  now  and  then. 
Help!  Jesse  LOCKLEY,  Box  45699, 
157-398,  Lucasville,  OH  45699.  (24) 

Being  in  prison  leaves  one  lonely  at 
times  and  cut  off  from  the  world.  It 
would  be  wonderful  to  correspond  with 
some  warm  and  sincere  people.  Rich¬ 
ard  PICKENPAUGH,  Box  548,  91631, 
Lexington,  OK  73051. _ (24) 

My  family  has  disowned  me  because  of 
my  sexual  preferences.  Anyone  wishing 
to  make  a  loyal  friend  please  write.  W.L. 
MANN,  EF- 109293,  Reldsvllle,  GA 
30499. _ (24) 

Gay  man  In  prison  seeking  another  to 
communicate  with.  Feeling  lonely  and 
depressed.  Here's  to  making  love!  Gary 
W.  POLLEY,  Box  87,  A-88212,  Menard, 

I L  62259. (24) 


“Wickedness  is  a  myth  invented  by. 
‘good’  people  to  account  for  the  curious 
attractiveness  of  others.”  Oscar  Wi  Ide 


Well,  I’ve  finally  saved  enough  for  a 
stamp!  Now  I  hope  you’ll  place  an  ad  in 
your  prisoner  penpal  section  for  me.  I’m 
tired  of  playing  games  in  here.  Into 
loving,  living  and  sharing.  Seeking 
youthful  fern  with  a  sincere  heart. 
Dakota  MARDOCK,  Box  14  Unit  3 
#14896-A,  Boise  ID  83707. _ (22) 

Body-builder  and  history  freak 
(especially  World  War  II)  looking  for 
someone  to  write  and  be  friends  with. 
Roger  D.  STAFFORD,  Box  97  #103767, 
McAlester  OK  74501. _ (22) 

Young  gay  man  in  a  prison  in  the  peach 
tree  state  would  like  to  hear  from  other 
“peaches”  I  am  lonely  and  would  like  to 
write  to  other  gay  men.  Write.  CHRIS 
BASSETT,  P.O.  Box  119206  F-4,  Reids- 
ville,  GA  30499 _ (23) 

Would  like  to  correspond  with  sincere 
persons.  Will  answer  all!  Please  write: 
Gene  WEEKS,  Box  442,  068469,  P.O. 
Box  1 1 00,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825.  (24) 

Lonely  and  isolated.  Will  answer  all 
sincere  letters.  Peace.  Carl  RHINE- 
BOLTER,  068439,  Box  383,  P.O.  Box 
1100,  Avon  Park,  FL  33825. _ (24) 

Doing  very  very  short  time  and  will  be 
leaving  the  joint  in  a  few  months.  Need 
friends  like  myself  in  the  Boston  area.  I 
enjoy  reading  GCN.  I  find  it  strong. 
Where  would  I  be  without  it?  B. 
ELKINS,  Box  97, 101604,  McAlester,  OK 
74501. _ (24) 

Interested  in  finding  a  meaningful 
friendship  with  a  progressive  person. 
Life  is  harmony  and  one-ness!  Robert 
KING,  Drawer  B,  63-B-0024,  Stormville, 
NY  12582. _ (24) 

“In  1972  a  work  strike  at  Danbury  in¬ 
volved  war  resisters  along  with  much  of 
the  rest  of  the  prison  population.  Soli¬ 
darity  was  strong  and  for  9  days  a  total 
work  stoppage  cost  the  Federal  Bureau 
of  Prisons  more  than  a  quarter  million 
dollars  In  lost  revenue  and  overtime 
salaries.  Things  like  that  were  not  sup¬ 
posed  to  happen.  The  system  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  too  complicated,  the  In¬ 
mates  too  weak,  too  divided.  But  the 
prisoners  found  voices  and  demanded 
to  be  heard.  That’s  a  growth  of  con¬ 
sciousness  which  cannot  be  taken 
away  from  them.  It  will  not  be  forgotten 
by  either  the  Inmates  or  the  officials.” 

Larry  Gara 


It’s  very  surprising  what  gays  go 
through  in  prison  and  being  cutoff  from 
any  support.  It’s  hard  finding  someone 
to  talk  to  who  is  gay  and  appreciates  it. 
Anyone  out  there  want  to  talk?  Jerry 
HEITMANN,  929  N.  Robberson,  Spring- 
field,  MO  65802. _ (24) 

Looking  to  hear  from  gay  people  and 
hoping  to  form  some  good  form  some 
good  relationships  for  when  I  get  out 
next  year.  Married  twice  but  had  gay 
sex  as  a  youth  which  was  loving  and 
have  never  forgotten.  Need  to  share 
true  feelings.  T.J.  TREADGILL,  Ellis 
Unit  H-17,  No.  282568,  Huntsville,  TX 
77340. _ (24) 

Pisces  with  one  year  left  trying  to  reach 
out  beyond  these  walls  for  some  com¬ 
munication.  I’m  a  commercial  artist 
with  an  interest  in  poetry,  politics,  and 
sociology.  Lawrence  JOLLY,  135-327, 
P.O.  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH  45699. 
_  (24) 

A  friend  here  told  me  about  GCN  and 
the  prisoner  project.  I'd  like  to  ask  for  a 
subscription  if  that’s  possible  and 
some  penpals.  Thanks.  Tom  HILLER, 
Box  431,Waupun,  WI  53963. _ (24) 

Lonely  in  prison.  Would  like  to  hear 
from  someone  out  there  who  has  a 
moment  to  spare.  It’d  make  a  big  dif¬ 
ference.  Charles  Milligan,  Box  97, 
86316,  McAlester,  OK  74501. _ (24) 

imiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiummiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiuin 

“People  generally  laugh  when  ,li  men¬ 
tion  that  I  went  from  Yale  to  jail  and  that 
I  got  a  more  vital  education  from  3  years 
In  jail  than  from  6  years  at  Yale  ...  A  lit¬ 
tle  reflection  should  convince  most  per¬ 
sons  that  one  can  learn  more  about  the 
nature  of  our  society  by  sharing  in  a 
small  way  the  life  of  its  victims  than  by 
interacting  intellectually  with  Its 
privileged  academicians.” 

Dave  Dellinger  (who  served  two  prison 


Calendar 

weekly  events 

*********  ***** 

Boston,  Ms  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  events  (with  Info  ffs):  volley  ball 
266-2147;  running  492-1339;  swimming 

227- 5363;  tennis  744-5498;  scuba  899-7630; 
fencing  731-6344;  biking  275-1336;  basketball 
236-1914;  rollerskating  625-3314. 

Boston,  Ms  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events  (Info:  282-9161)  volleyball,  roller¬ 
skating,  soccer,  swimming,  basketball,  skiing 
and  running.  Men  and  women  welcome. 

★  ★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  for 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-12pm). 

' Cambridge ,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing  Third  Sunday  of  the  month  (see  also 
Saturdays).  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  12:30-2:30pm.  Beginners  welcome.  Info: 
Beth  666-4278  or  Michael  492-1339. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gays  at  MIT (GAMIT)  meets 
at  5pm.  Walker  Memorial  Bldg.  142  Mem.  Dr. 
3rd  fl.  Everyone  welcome.  Info:  253-5440. 
Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Oid  West 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical 
Society,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  offering  informal  concerts  on  the 
3rd  Sudnay  of  each  month.  Interested 
musicians  (4  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888  or 
Rachel  742-7997. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women's 
programming.  Music,  ideas,  announcements. 
Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com¬ 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space,  a  weekly 
news,  interviews  and  music  program  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  On  WCAS,  740AM.  11am. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  .every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin 
County.  Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Os¬ 
good  St.  7pm. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sun.  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info: 

228- 8049. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  instruments  and  sign  up  at 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8. 
$2. 

Sudbury,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  All  invited.  Call  Joe 
443-4775. 


New  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  999-3141. 
Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 


monday 


Brookline,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  '81 
organizing  committee  meets  on  the  2nd  and 
4th  Mondays  of  the  month.  Call  731-6737  for 
more  info.  Tonight:  potluck  dinner  and  or¬ 
ganizing  meeting.  61  Atherton  Rd.  7pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month. 
7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info.  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge, 
MA  02140. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Front  Runners  running 
group.  Jogging,  running  and  racing  for  men 
and  women.  Weekly  runs  on  Esplanade: 
M,W,F  at  6  PM  Info:  8254)181. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Women's  Center  Coffee¬ 
house.  7:30-10:30pm.  Entertainment  for 
women  every  Mon.  eve.  at  the  Women's 
Center,  38  Union  Sq.  (above  laundromat). 
Food  and  non-alcoholic  refreshments.  $1 
donation.  Info:  623-9340.  (Volunteers  needed 
to  help  staff  the  Center,  answer  phones, 
giving  referral  Info,  etc.  Info:  623-9340). 

Amherst,  MA  —  Gay/Lesblan/Bi  Rap  Group. 
UMass  Campus  Center.  6:30-9pm.  Info: 
545-0154. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Brettleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay 
Men  meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common 
Ground,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


Wednesday 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al¬ 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22. 7-9pm.  128A 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Havlland 
St.  (near  Audltorlum.stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7pm.  Info:  599-5928. 

Provldenca,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Liberation  Allows  Drag 
(GLAD)  meeting.  1835  First  Ave.  Info:  473-5886 
x204.  Ask  for  Eve. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
.meets  last  Wed.  of  the  month.  Coffeehouse. 
Info:  691-7950. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis  Club.  Food,  disco,  rap 
sessions  and  games.  9pm-4am  every  Thurs¬ 
day.  79  Broadway  St.  (Bay  Village)  in  the 
Downtown  Club.  Gay  club  for  everyone  18  and 
over  $3  membership.  Info:  338-8831. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
younger  women.  Somerville  Women's  Center, 
38  Union  Square,  (2nd  floor  over  laundromat). 
6pm.  Info:  623-9340. 

New  York,  NY  —  Biweekly  gay  male  "S/M” 
support  group.  8pm.  Info:  Brian  243-3332 
(6-1  Opm). 

New  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  at 
NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th  floor. 
7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012. 

Boston,  MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern 
University's  social  and  support  group  for 
lesbians,  gpy  men  and  their  friends  meets 
every  Thursday  at  245  Ell  Center.  7pm. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  Is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413) 
586-5979. 


friday 


thursday 


tuesday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Schoolworkers  (BAGALS)  meets  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month,  for  support  and 
political  action.  355  Boylston  St.  (church 
annex).  7:30pm.  Refreshments. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Healthworkers 
Discussion  Group.  Meets  second  Tues.  of  the 
month.  Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 
639  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  628-4692. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam-' 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitls.  Organ¬ 
ization  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activ¬ 
ities. 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  paatlng).  No  experiance 
necessary.  Ws’ll  tsach  you  all  you  need  to 
know!  Proofreading  begins  5-lsh  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St  and  Wash¬ 
ington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor.  426-4469. 
Boston,  MA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd  Thurs.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info:  542-0144. 
Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Youth  United  (LYU). 
Rap  group.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  women  22  and 
under  who  are  or  are  considering  being  les¬ 
bians.  128A  Tremont  St.  (4th  floor).  Call 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth)  at  338-9472  or  the  Hotline  426-9371. 
(6pm-midnlght). 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351. 

Csmbrldge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitls.  Organ¬ 
ization  for  women.  Discussions  and  social 
hour.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call  661-3633  for  info  on  all 
DOB  activities. 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom¬ 
field  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop).  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  aa  anon  as  you 
like  (until  about  11pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
good  times.  Men  and  women  welcome.  426- 
4469. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women’s  Services  Center,  499-2425. 


Saturday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  and  oc¬ 
casional  activities  for  lesbians  and  gay  youth 
~  rk  St.)  4th 
Wed.  & 


14-22.  128 A  Tremont  St.  (near  Pai 
floor.  Info:  BAGLY  338-9472  (esp. 
Thurs.  eves)  or  Hotline  426-9371  (eves). 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing.  First  Saturday  of  the  month,  3-5pm 
followed  by  a  potluck  dinner.  Phillips  Brooks 
House.  Harvard  Yard.  Beginners  welcome. 
(See  also  Sundays).  Info:  Beth  666-4278  or 
Michael  492-1339. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  “Common  Ground,"  a  free¬ 
form  lesbian  and  gay  radio  program  with 
poetry  and  music.  WMBR,  88.1FM.  Public  ser¬ 
vice  announcements  welcome.  494-8810. 9am. 


coming  events 


feb  15  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  "Closet  Space"  (WCAS 
740AM)  Diane  Green,  clinical  psychologist 
and  member  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  will  discuss  integrating  professional 
and  political  life,  and  the  gay  media.  11am. 
Boston,  MA  —  "Boston’s  Other  Voice,” 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the 
gay  community.  News,  interviews,  calendar, 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM)  This  week: 
talks  with  gay  teenagers  and  their  parents. 

16  mon 

Boston,  MA  —  Career  Planning  Development 
Services  available  without  charge  at  HCHS,  80 
Boylston  St.  (at  Tremont).  Groups  forming 
immediately.  Pre-reg.  required.  Info:  Phil 
Carrozza  542-5188  (Mon.  or  Tues.  eves.  6-9pm 
if  possible). 


18  wed 


Boston,  MA  —  Women's  Benefit  for  'CAS. 
Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St.  (near  Aquarium). 
9pm  on.  $3.  Info:  661-6207. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Tia  Cross,  slideshow: 
Rallies  and  Erotica.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel 


19  thurs 

BOSTON,  MA  —  GCN  ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP 
PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING  OUT  THE 
PAPER.  SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DE¬ 
TAILS. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis  Club.  Membership  drive/ 
games  night.  Cards,  whist,  chess,  backgam¬ 
mon  tournaments.  Also  rap  sessions.  9pm- 
4am.  79  Broadway  (near  Boylston  sta.).  $3. 
Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Full  moon 
Ice-skating.  Info:  John  275-1336. 

New  London,  CT  —  Jonathan  Katz  will  speak 
on  "Sodomltical  sins  and  abominable  sinners 
in  the  early  colonies."  Oliva  Hall,  Cummings 
Art  Ctr.  Conn.  Coll.  8pm.  Free,  and  open  to  all. 
Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Hillary  Kay,  folk.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance)  $3.  All  are  wel¬ 
come.  7:30pm. 

20  fri 

BOSTON,  MA  —  GCN  ALWAYS  NEEDS  VOL¬ 
UNTEERS  TO  HELP  SEND  OUT  THE  PAPER. 
SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS.  (IT'S 
FUN!) 

Boston,  MA  —  "Collections:  An  Evening  of 
Black  Persuasion,"  performances  by  local 
black  musicians,  writers  and  stage  artists. 
See  news  notes  for  details.)  Blackstone 
Square  Community  School,  50  W.  Brookline 
St.  (South  End,  Northampton  sta.).  $3, 7:30pm 
sharp! 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Open  poetry  reeding  of  the 
’  "  mm  minify.  Bring 

Fieelll  7pm. 


entrance).  Weds,  are  women's  nights.  $3. 

7:30pm. 

le  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesda 


Yard.  7pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Downhill 
and  cross-country  ski  weekend.  Info:  John 
864-0823. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  AmTikva.  Service  and  Oneg 
Shabbat  songs.  Bring  desserts.  312  Memorial 
Drive,  8pm.  Info:  524-1617. 

Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Miml  Jones,  original  3 
part  harmonies.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel 
entrance)  $3.  All  are  welcome.  7:30pm. 

Lowell,  MA  —  Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  of  U.  of 
Lowell  Students  (GOALS)  meets  3-5pm  In  Rm 
348,  South  Campus  Student  Union  Bldg.  Info: 
453-3804. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Lesbians,  gay  men  and 
their  friends  are  invited  to  a  coffeehouse  at 
113  Market  St.  8pm-1am.  Bring  food,  drink, 
music  and  games  to  share.  Info:  (413)  586-5273. 

21  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  "A  dialog  on  the  women's1 
movement,"  an  all-day  event  Including  work¬ 
shops  discussing  the  new  right,  sexuality, 
women  of  color  and  white  women  working 
together.  Childcare  available,  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible.  $2  registration  fee.  Info:  354-0008. 
Boston,  MA  —  Gay  male  cultural  production 
group  forming  in  Boston  for  local  and  national 


entertainers.  Any  interest  or  experience,  call 
Dimld  at  (617)  445-3604.  Leave  message. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing  New/intermediate  and  advanced 
dancing.  3-5pm.  See  Saturdays  above  for  de¬ 
tails. 

Boston,  MA  —  First  Annual  Gratitude  Dance, 
an  alcohol  and  drug-free  event.  Old  West 
Church  meeting  hall,  131  Cambridge  St.  (near 
Gov’t  Ctr.)  $4  donation  (more  If/less  If) 
Boston,  MA  —  Film  showing  of  "Malcolm  X: 
Struggle  for  Power,"  and  recently  taped 
message  from  Assata  Shakur,  and  discussion. 
Sponsored  by  Women's  Committee  Against 
Genocide.  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston 
St.  Info:  825-6700. 

Boston,  MA  —  Daylong  workshop  for  women 
on  publishing  manuscripts.  Info:  Beth  (617) 
566-2153. 

22  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Meeting  to  choose  Mass,  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  National  Conference  on  Gay 
Rights  (to  be  held  in  L.A.  April  24-26).  Arling¬ 
ton  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.  1pm.  Every¬ 
one  is  welcome  to  participate  in  the  selection 
process.  Info:  354-1755. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Ice  skating 
party.  Info:  Scott  776-4653  or  Ted  247-1206. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740AM).  Some  historical  perspectives  on  gay 
Boston,  with  Daughters  of  Bilitis  members 
Lois  Johnson  and  Sherri  Barden.  11am. 


at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


